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INTRODUCTION 2|2

It’s Christmas Day! Many people prepare gifts for their family members. Little kids got up early
this morning to open their gifts. Giving gifts that the recipients find useful shows how much you
care about them. God loves us and He knows our deepest need. He sent us His only Son on the
first Christmas. I describe Jesus Christ as “one prize fits all.” He is the best gift we can ever
receive in this life. God foretold the coming of Jesus in Isaiah chapter 9 over seven hundred
years before He was born. At that time, Judah enjoyed a period of peace and prosperity.
However, there were injustice and idolatry when people abandoned God. A false sense of
security did not last long. Foreign enemies were coming. The situation today is very much alike.
Many people replace the true God with idols of money and materials. The more they have, the
more they want. People have anxiety instead of happiness. They worry about infection, inflation,
intrusion of thieves and foreign invasion. Do you have the same concerns? 2023 is around the
corner. Are you ready to face new challenges next year? We need direction, comfort and
security. Jesus Christ is the solution. He came into the world to be the King. He invites us to be
citizens of His Kingdom.

EXPLANATION fi#f&
A. Four Blessings VUE {1

Isaiah begins the chapter with a message of hope. God promised His people four blessings. There
would be no more distress because God would give them comfort. There would be no more
darkness when God’s glory fills the land. There would be no more decrease when God blessed
people with a productive life. There would also be no more defeat because God would give
them victory. Those four blessings came true in Isaiah’s lifetime. However, a greater fulfillment
happened when Jesus came. The same places Isaiah mentioned appear in Matthew 4:12-14 — 12
Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 And leaving
Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14
so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled. The region that was ravaged by
war in Isaiah’s time became a base for Jesus’ gospel mission. People living in spiritual darkness
saw true light from Jesus. From Israel, this message of light is taken to the rest of the world. We
will enjoy the same blessings when we receive Jesus into our hearts. There will be no more
distress because Jesus will give us full joy. There will be no more darkness when Jesus transfers
us into the Kingdom of Light. There will be no more decrease because Jesus will give us an
abundant life. Jesus also assures us that there will be no more defeat because He had conquered
the power of Satan on the cross. Jesus shares His victory with us and helps us overcome sin.

B. Four Titles VU{#EfH5E

After telling us the four blessings that God promised, Isaiah then introduces four titles of Jesus.
Verse 6 is a Bible verse we often read in Christmas: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful



Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. We can understand what kind of
King Jesus came to be when we study those four titles.

1. Wonderful Counselor &7 #b55 1+

First, Jesus is the Wonderful Counselor. He is the source of all wisdom. Proverbs 2:6-7 say: 6
For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 7 he stores up
sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity. Jesus displayed
God’s wisdom early on. Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to Jerusalem to observe a festival when
He was twelve years old. On their way back, Jesus stayed behind and learned from some rabbis.
Those teachers were amazed at the knowledge Jesus had. Jesus went out to preach the gospel
when He reached thirty. People were surprised by Jesus’ words. They said: “Isn’t that man the
son of a carpenter?” Jesus’ wisdom was not restricted to His Bible knowledge. He also knew the
thoughts in people’s mind. He discerned that Nicodemus came to ask Him about the way to
receive eternal life. Jesus also understood that the religious leaders tried to trap Him. Jesus gave
counsel to the disciples when they needed advice. He is willing to share His wisdom when we
ask Him. We need His counsel when we want to make a right decision. I often read reviews
before buying things online. I pay more attention to experts who are knowledgeable in their
fields. Likewise, if I need advice about life, I will ask the Master of life. Jesus has all the wisdom
we need. He will give us insight on which major to study, which job offer to accept or whose
advice to take. Jesus will give us counsel when we commit our burdens to Him in prayer.

2. Mighty God 4= EEfy1H#

Jesus is not only the Wonderful Counselor. He is also the Mighty God. Jesus revealed God’s
power on the earth. He quoted from Isaiah in Luke 4:18-19 — 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Then Jesus told the audience that this
prophecy was fulfilled in their midst. Jesus exercised mighty power to prove that He is God. He
calmed the wind and waves. The disciples responded: “Who is this man that even the storm
obeys Him?” When people saw Jesus cast out a demon, they marveled: “This is a new thing to
us. This man can even subdue an evil spirit!” Jesus’ words pierced through people’s hearts and
convicted them of their sins. Jesus also defeated the authority of Satan on the cross. Jesus will
minister the same power in us when we submit to Him. For example, we need Jesus to give us a
push so that we will build a habit of Bible reading, or resist temptation or care for someone in
need. Or perhaps you need God’s power to encourage you to invite gospel friends to come to the
dumpling dinner this Saturday. Our words can never persuade people to believe in Jesus. It is
God’s power that softens their hearts and bring them to repentance. When we pray, we are not
making some wishful thinking. We tap into God’s power, and ask Jesus to minister His grace to
accomplish His will in us and in others.

3. Everlasting Father K fEHY5L

Thirdly, He is also the Everlasting Father. Jesus and the Heavenly Father are equal in their glory
and authority. The emphasis here is that Jesus is everlasting. The adult Sunday school studied



John chapter one a few weeks ago. Verse 1 says: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. John uses the term “Word” to describe Jesus. Jesus had
been present before the beginning of time. Jesus is the everlasting God. But He came into the
world as a real person. Jesus demonstrated the compassion of the Father by reaching out to the
sick, the poor, women and children. When Jesus bid farewell to the disciples at the Last Supper,
He promised that He would always be with them in two ways. First, the Holy Spirit would come.
Second, Jesus’ words would remain in the disciples’ hearts. Today, Jesus is present in our lives
the same ways. God speaks to us through the written words in the Bible. The Holy Spirit reminds
us of God’s truth. Men’s opinions may be helpful. Human philosophies and ideas may become
outdated later. But God’s Word is always timely because it is everlasting. Jesus promises to
never leave us nor forsake us. Perhaps you face a tough exam, an important presentation to your
boss or a major surgery. Jesus is telling you: “I’m with you. Don’t be afraid.” You have concerns
about your kids in another city or parents living overseas. You cannot be by their side. But the
everlasting God is not restricted by distance. Pray to God and ask Him to show grace to them.

4. Prince of Peace FIEHYE

Fourthly, Jesus is also the Prince of Peace. The word “Prince” here means a leader. We need
peace when we face uncertainties. Jesus is the ultimate source of peace. He said to His disciples
in John 14:27 — “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give
to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” Jesus would be leaving for
the cross. The disciples were confused and scared. They did not know what would happen next.
But Jesus guaranteed them peace. What will disrupt your peace today? Perhaps it is a doctor’s
report, a phone call from a loved one or some tragedies in the news. Jesus assured us that there
will be troubles in the world. But He also promised us peace. The money in your bank account
can give you some security. An expert can assure you that your problems will be taken care of. A
product you buy may come with a lifetime warranty. The peace of Jesus is much better than
those guaranties. The root cause that takes away peace is not a financial crisis, an incurable
disease or malfunctioning of a machine. It is sin. Jesus achieved peace on the cross. Colossians
1:20 says: And through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of his cross. Jesus took away our sins and reconciled us with the
Father. Those who receive Jesus can enjoy true and enduring peace. We know that we are
accepted and forgiven by God. We can go through life with a firm assurance. Peace does not
mean a trouble-free life. But God’s peace will guard our hearts even when a misfortune hits us.

CONCLUSION &Ez6

God sent Jesus Christ into the world to become our King. He came here to establish a spiritual
and eternal Kingdom. Jesus invites us to become His citizens. We can enjoy His protection and
provision when we accept Him. But we must also obey His ruling, just like we submit to our
government leaders. If we treat Jesus as King, then we are His followers. Jesus does not make us
members of a religion. He wants to build an eternal relationship with us. To do so, we must give
up our self-reliance and put our trust in Him. From now on, Jesus becomes the Lord of our lives.
Jesus Christ is the best gift God prepared for you. Will you accept Him today? There are a few
things you need to do. You must confess your sins, then receive Jesus into your heart by simple
faith, and commit your life to Him. Are you ready to make this decision today?
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