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5| INTRODUCTION

We all love something and someone. You may love spicy food, love to travel or love to exercise.
Most Asian men find it hard to say “I love you” to someone. They only say that to the girl they
are dating. But it is easier for a mom to express her love to kids verbally. Besides speaking it out,
there are other ways to show your love to others. Christian author Dr. Gary Chapman popularizes
“The Five Love Languages” when he published his book in 1992. Those five ways are: words of
affirmation, quality time, physical touch, acts of service and receiving gifts. Jesus also used those
five ways to love people. He praised people with His words. He spent time with His disciples. He
showed compassion by touching patients. He served people by acts of kindness. His salvation
grace is a priceless gift given to us. God loves us first, and we should love Him back. We will
continue to ponder on the mission statement of our church as we come to the second line. As
disciples of Jesus Christ, we must “love God supremely.” We should love God first, love Him
only and completely. That command is derived from Deuteronomy 6:5 — You shall love the Lord
you God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. Traditional Jews
recite that verse every day. Moses was not dividing a person into three compartments. He meant
that we must love God with our whole person. Jesus quoted that verse when someone asked Him
which was the greatest commandment. He boiled down the Law to two mandates: love God fully
and love people like ourselves. That is part of the mission for Jesus’ disciples.

fiZ¥E EXPLANATION
1. 5 F =R Please God’s Heart

How can we love a God we cannot see? First, we can love God by pleasing His heart. It works
the same way in a human relationship. You do the things people feel loved. We can please God’s
heart by obeying Him. Look at 1 John 2:4-5 — 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep
his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him
truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him. The phrase “the love
of God” can also be translated as “the love for God.” Expression of love must be mutual. It is
painful if a boy loves a girl who does not love him at all. Likewise, our love for God is also
reciprocal. The more we experience God’s love, the more we should love Him. Here, John
equates loving God to obeying His instructions. John recalls a command Jesus made to the
disciples at the Last Supper. A person who knows God should know how to please Him. The
word “know” here is not a superficial knowledge. Sports fans know the players in a team they
cheer for. Star-chasers know the background of the actors they like. In the Bible, the word
“know” often refers to a deep understanding due to a close relationship. You know certain things
about your family members or good friends that few people know. Then you will know what
birthday gifts to buy for them, what colors and brands they prefer. The question for you is: do
you desire to know God so that you will love Him more? God’s will is not a classified
information. It is all written in the Bible. Psalm 119:97 says: Oh how I love your law! It is my
meditation all the day. The psalmist further elaborates in verse 103: How sweet are your words
to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! The psalmist loves God by loving His Word. It
gives him a sweet sensation. He studies it, memorizes it and thinks about it all day long. What



and who you love the most will stays in your mind. Working moms will think of their kids at
day-care while working. Lovers will miss their boyfriend/girlfriend soon after they say goodbye
to each other. Do you love to read God’s Word and think of it often? Someone describes the
Bible as a love letter from God. Nowadays we frequently communicate via messaging because it
is convenient and quick. But words on a screen are nothing compared to words in ink. I save
some of the cards and notes people wrote to me. Those words encourage me. Do you feel the
same way every time you read the Bible? I am sure your attitude will be very different if you
treat the Bible as God’s message of love. Daily Bible reading is no longer a burden but a delight.
Another way we can please God is to serve Him. There is a story in Luke 7 about a woman who
had a sinful past. She came to the house of Simon when he was hosting a dinner for Jesus and
some guests. She used her tears to moisten Jesus’ feet then used her hair to wipe them clean.
Next she kissed Jesus’ feet and poured some expensive oil onto them. Everyone was shocked,
wondering how a teacher like Jesus would allow such a woman to touch Him. Jesus explains in
verse 47: “Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven — for she loved much. But
he who is forgiven little, loves little.” She felt accepted by Jesus. Therefore, she served Him out
of love in return. She treated Jesus with an extravagant service. She did not mind how people
might look at her. Your service and gift represent your love. A guy will not take his girlfriend to
a dollar store and tell her to pick whatever she likes. He will not celebrate her birthday at a
McDonald’s either. He will present the best he can afford. Similarly, it will be strange to ask
what minimum we should give to express our love to God. If the Bible says everyone only has to
give $10 to their church each month, then perhaps no one will give $20. God deserves the best
from us. He does not need anything from us. But His heart is pleased when we present our
money, time and resources to Him out of love.

2. METEEA Praise God’s Name

We should love God by pleasing His heart. Secondly, we should also love God by praising His
name. We love to hear words of praise like “good job!” and “nice clothes.” If we love to receive
praise, how much more does our God enjoy our praise? David says in Psalm 34:1 — I will bless
the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. David praised God often
because he experienced God’s goodness. God watched over him, provided for his needs and
saved him from harm. God does not sit up high in heaven. He is working actively in our lives.
That is why David encourages us in verse §: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is
the man who takes refuge in him! If we taste God’s goodness in our life circumstances, then we
will echo with David that God is good all the time. The busyness of life can easily distracts our
attention. We often focus on our schedule, deadlines and duties. Our to-do list is longer than a
CVS receipt. We live for others’ expectations while forgetting that we should live for God’s
glory. We need to rest in the Lord every now and then to reflect on our relationship with Him.
Perhaps you can step outside and breathe some fresh air for a few minutes. Look at the clouds
and listen to the birds, then thank God for His creation. God is always around you and in you.
That reminds me of a Christian named Brother Lawrence. He lived in the 17™ century France.
Lawrence grew up in a poor family. He did not receive much education. He joined the army and
fought in battles to make a living. Afterward, he became a cook in a monastery. His peaceful
demeanor and his love for God were evident. People visited him and sought his spiritual insight.
Some of those conversations and letters Lawrence wrote were compiled in a book titled “The
Practice of the Presence of God” after his death. Lawrence said: “How can we pray to Him,



without being with Him? How can we be with Him, but in thinking of Him often?”” He also said:
“I am doing now what I will do for all eternity. I am blessing God, praising Him, adoring Him,
and loving Him with all my heart.” Lawrence turned the kitchen hall to a worship hall. Cooking
and cleaning allowed him to experience God. When we think of God often, then we will praise
Him no matter where we are and what we are doing. Paul puts it this way in 1 Thessalonians
5:16-18 — 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Paul suffered persecution and imprisonment for
sharing the gospel. But yet he could rejoice and give thanks to God. It is hard for self-centered
people to praise God. On the one hand, they are filled with pride, thinking that they can handle
everything without God. On the other hand, they are occupied by self-pity. They think they are
the most unfortunate people in the world when they face problems. Both extremes are not
consistent with the Bible. We are God’s beloved children. He cares for us. If we love God, then
our praise for Him should be as natural as breathing. That will no doubt enhance our corporate
worship. If you feel God’s presence in daily life, then you will experience His presence in the
church. You will come on time and turn your phone off without being asked. You freely raise
your arms when singing and softly echo “amen” when God’s Word touches your heart without
feeling awkward. Worship is no longer a religious gathering. You come as a participant and not a
spectator. You will not ask what you can get out of this weekly meeting. But you are eager to
praise God’s name. Such mentality and expressions of love will definitely be contagious.

3. {HFER Proclaim God’s Work

We love God by pleasing His heart and by praising His name. Thirdly, we can love God by
proclaiming His work. Little kids love to brag about their dads. Their fathers can fix things, build
a house and even save the world! If we are proud to be God’s children, then we should tell others
about our Heavenly Daddy too! First, we should proclaim God’s work among believers. Psalm
40:9-10 says: 9 I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; behold, I have
not restrained my lips, as you know, O Lord. 10 I have not hidden your deliverance within my
heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; I have not concealed your steadfast
love and your faithfulness from the great congregation. The word “congregation” refers to a faith
community. We can call it a church or a fellowship. “Salvation” can mean a rescue from danger
or sickness, or saving of one’s soul. God showed His love and His faithfulness in those
situations. We studied this common Hebrew word for “love” in the past. It describes a
commitment based on a covenant. The whole Bible is a collection of God’s faithful work. He
treats us the same way today. We all have experienced God’s faithfulness in big and small ways.
We should proclaim God’s work among us. You do not have to wait till the next Thanksgiving to
share your testimony. You can do so in your small group meeting or post it on social media.
Perhaps I can incorporate your story in a sermon too! The second group of people to whom we
can proclaim God’s work is our children. Look at Psalm 78:4 — We will not hide them from their
children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the
wonders that he has done. In the context, the psalmist recalls how God saved his ancestors from
Egypt and how He watched over them in the wilderness. The psalmist determined to pass on
those history to his children so that they would not forget about God. Today, the Lord gives
parents the same duty. Bringing our kids to the church is just an initial step. We have to talk
about God at home too. Family members can share at the dinner table how they experienced
God. They can pray together when someone has a big exam, the house needs a major repair and



they can thank God for answered prayers. Tell your kids how God saved you and blessed you
with success. Then they will know that the Bible is not an antique story book and faith is not
some abstract idea. God is still working today. We should proclaim God’s work among believers
and to our children. Thirdly, we have to proclaim God’s work to gospel-seekers. Psalm 145:10-
12 read: 10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your saints shall bless you!
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, 12 to make known to
the children of man your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. Here, “the
children of man” can be understood as the general mankind. Jesus told us that Christians should
be salt and light in the world. We reflect God’s compassion, kindness and grace through actions.
You will attract people’s attention when you say grace before lunch. Also, your classmates or
colleagues know from casual chatting that you attend church on the weekend. They will ask what
you believe, and how you know God is real. You can talk about God’s work in the Bible and in
your life. Every Christian has a personal story called salvation testimony. It will be helpful to
incorporate simple Bible verses like John 3:16 as you speak. Then you elaborate what those
verses mean and how they affect your life. People will realize that God is a personal being and
not just a concept, life has meaning because God has a purpose for us and our sole focus should
not be in this world because there is an eternity. Jesus wants people to know Him and to build an
everlasting relationship with Him.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

God loves us first, and we should love Him back. We can love God by pleasing His heart,
praising His name and proclaiming His work. To a certain extent, our love for people is similar
to our love for God. The movie “Ode to My Father” tells the love of Yoon Duk-soo for his
father. Yoon was less than ten-year-old when his family evacuated from North Korea in 1950.
Yoon’s father gave him an important task of taking care of his youngest sister. Unfortunately, the
two siblings were separated in the crowd. The father turned back to look for his girl. He said to
Yoon: “If I don’t come back, then you’re the head of the family. You must put the family first in
everything.” The family moved in to the home of an aunt, who owned a small grocery store.
Yoon worked odd jobs to provide for his family. He sacrificed the opportunity to go to school so
that his two younger siblings could attend college. The family bought the aunt’s store after she
passed away. Sometime later, some TV stations in South Korea launched an effort to reunite
family members who were split up in the Korean war. By odd coincidence, Yoon was able to
find his lost sister, who happened to be adopted by an American family. The whole family
erupted in joy. In the last scene of the movie, the retired Yoon told his wife why he refused to
sell the store all along. His dad told him that he would go to the store and find them if he came
back. By this time, his dad must have been long gone. Yoon loved the father he could not see by
keeping his promise. Today, we can surely love a Heavenly Father we cannot see. We love Him
by honoring Him in our life and telling others about Him.
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