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5] INTRODUCTION

In general, there will be good results when you invest your effort. How would you feel when
people rise up against you when you do the right things? You follow Biblical principles, treat
people with kindness, study well in school and work hard in your job. But people do not
appreciate your contribution. They mistreat you and even slander you behind your back.
Perhaps your good conducts make them look bad. They get more upset when they associate
your success with your belief. How will you handle the situation? David was in a
circumstance like that. He was a hero in Israel. King Saul should be glad to have a loyal
servant like that. However, last time we saw that Saul was jealous of David. His hatred
toward David got worse in this chapter. He looked for opportunities to kill David. How did
David deal with the crisis? He continued to put his trust in God just like he did in the
battlefield. We should do the same when we suffer for doing good. Our doubts will not
reduce God’s truthfulness. He invites us to pour out our hearts before Him. Do not let your
despair turns into disbelief. God may not give you an answer now. But He will direct your
way. He will watch over you just like how He protected David from Saul’s pursuit. God
protected His faithful servant in three ways in this chapter.

fi#%% EXPLANATION

1. {REZEFAYEE A Protected A Faithful Servant

A. (ESEMHAYE & A Godly Supporter

First, God protected David through a godly supporter. That person was Jonathan, Saul’s
oldest son. Saul told Jonathan and his officials that he planned to kill David. Jonathan
quickly informed David about the king’s order. Look at verse 2-3: 2 ... “Saul my father seeks
to kill you. Therefore be on your guard in the morning. Stay in a secret place and hide
yourself. 3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I will
speak to my father about you. And if I learn anything I will tell you.” Jonathan did what a
friend should do. He cautioned David to stay alert and lay low. A chapter ago, Jonathan made
a covenant with David. Therefore, Jonathan protected his dear friend even at the expense of
disobeying his father. As Jonathan promised, he went to talk to the king. Continue to read
verse 4-6. Jonathan presented three arguments. First, David was a loyal servant. There was
no reason to get rid of him. Second, God helped David defeat Goliath. God would continue
to use David to protect Israel in future battles. Third, it was a sin to shed innocent blood.
Jonathan stayed respectful to his father and he argued based on facts. We need wisdom when
we discuss with non-believers. Rather than saying “You are wrong” and makes people more
defensive, we can argue from commonsense. For example, it is impossible that every way
will lead to heaven. No one can set the rules except the owner of heaven does. But in reality,
only God can change people’s hearts if they have made up their mind. Such was the case of



Saul. His hatred toward David had buried his conscience. After hearing Jonathan’s words,
Saul made a promise that he would not hurt David. Things seemed to go back to normal for a
moment. David returned and served the king. He also led the troop to battle. Soon afterward,
Saul tried to get rid of David again. Continue to read verse 9-10. We said before that this evil
spirit was a means for God to discipline Saul. David played music to soothe the soul of his
boss. Just like Saul did a chapter ago, he wanted to thrust his spear onto David. If Saul could
actually succeed, he might excuse that he lost control of his mind. Saul might plead not
guilty in court by reason of insanity. Did he really not know what he was doing? He surely
did. The author says on the same night, Saul sent some soldiers to David’s house. He gave
them a command to kill David in the morning. Saul could lie to people but he could never
deceive God. He will judge Saul for his wicked heart. How did David react when Saul tried
to attack him? He just dodged the scene. He did not fight back and he did not even argue
with Saul. David committed himself to God.

B. NEHAYACME A Godless Spouse

God protected David through a godly supporter. Moreover, God protected David through his
godless spouse, Michal. We see proofs that Michal, like her father, did not believe in God.
David very likely told Michal that Saul tried to kill him. Michal then urged her husband to
flee right away. Read verse 12-13. The word “image” in verse 13 can refer to an idol. Michal
put a statue in bed and covered it with a blanket to make it look like a person. That idol could
be a family god. Chinese people understand that custom. It is common for non-believers to
worship the door god, money god and other deities at home. Besides setting up a dummy,
Michal also lied twice. When the soldiers asked to see David, Michal told them that he was
sick. When the men found out that David had escaped, they reported to the king. Saul
confronted Michal in verse 17: ... “Why have you deceived me thus and let my enemy go, so
that he has escaped?”” And Michal answered Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me go. Why should I
kill you?’” Saul called David an enemy. In his eyes, David was no longer a servant and a
family member. Michal told a second lie that David threatened to kill her to cover her tracks.
Unlike her brother Jonathan, Michal did not reason with their father. She just wanted to save
herself from trouble. Saul had no way to verify what Michal said was true. We may wonder
why God used a person’s lies to save David. Rahab once told a lie to protect two Israel spies.
She deceived the guards of Jericho that the two men had escaped, while in fact she hid them
in her house. Subsequently, the Israelites conquered Jericho. They spared Rahab and her
family for helping the spies. Rahab even became an ancestor of Jesus. God seemed to reward
Rahab’s dishonesty. God allows sins to happen does not mean He commits or condones sins.
God gives people freedom to make right or wrong choices. Ultimately, He will hold us
accountable for our actions. However, God can even use sins to accomplish His will. It
proves that God is always in control. He is the Lord of Romans 8:28. God allows all things to
work together for the good of those who love Him. We may suffer when people try to harm
us. But we should not worry no matter how messy our world becomes. Our hope is in God
and not in any government agency or human leader.

C. {EFHZRAYEEEE God’s Spirit



God protected David through a friend and his wife. Next, we see God protected David
through His Spirit. Now David was on the run. Where could he go? He could not go back to
his father’s home and bring trouble to him. The next dependable person would be Samuel the
prophet. Soon words came to Saul that David found shelter from Samuel. Therefore, the king
sent his men to catch David. Verse 20-21 tell us what happened next. The Spirit of God came
upon all three teams of soldiers. The word “prophesied” can mean predicting the future. The
general idea here is that those men spoke under the influence of God’s Spirit. They had
planned to capture David, instead they were captured by the Spirit of God. It is like someone
hacks into a computer system and control the machine from a remote location. Seeing that
his men failed the mission three times, Saul took the matter in his own hands. Look at what
happened in verse 23-24: 23 ... And the Spirit of God came upon him also, and as he went he
prophesied until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 24 And he too stripped off his clothes, and he
too prophesied before Samuel and lay naked all that day and all that night. Thus it is said, “Is
Saul also among the prophets?”” Saul prophesied like his agents did. Worse still, he took his
clothes off and lay in front of Samuel overnight. It was a great humiliation. The incident
became a joke among the people. The saying “Is Saul also among the prophets?” is a sarcasm
and not a compliment. This was the second time Saul prophesied. In chapter 10, the Spirit of
God came upon Saul when he was anointed by Samuel. Saul was changed into a new person.
However, he failed God due to his disobedience. Now God’s Spirit came upon Saul a second
time and forced him into submission. There are many examples in the Bible where God used
supernatural power to protect His people. A pagan prophet named Balaam was paid to curse
the Israelites while they were in the wilderness. God’s Spirit came upon Balaam. Instead of
cursing, Balaam blessed the Israelites in four separate messages. God was able to change a
person’s mind and control his words. Today, the Holy Spirit enters into all who accept Jesus
as their Savior and Lord. He stays in us permanently and changes us into a new person.
Unlike Saul or Balaam, we will not prophesy. But the Holy Spirit can speak through our lips.
We can encourage people in doubts, comfort those in grief, and share the gospel with wisdom
and articulation. God can use us as vessels of blessings to others.

4% CONCLUSION: E#5{= & 1Y 1H Proclaimed A Faithful God

God used human agents and divine means to protect David. All along, David did not protest
about his experience. The whole chapter does not record anything David said. It seems that
he just silently committed the final result to God. How did he feel at this time? David wrote
Psalm 59 to proclaim about His faithful God. Close to half of the 150 psalms in the Bible are
attributed to David. A few of them actually refer to Saul’s pursuit of David. The title
statement of psalm 59 reads: To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Miktam of
David, when Saul sent men to watch his house in order to kill him. This line is actually part
of the original Bible text. The term “Miktam” may be a literary or musical term. David tells
us his interaction with God. We will just focus on two aspects of this psalm. First, David
prays to God for help. Look at verse 3-4: 3 For behold, they lie in wait for my life; fierce
men stir up strife against me. For no transgression or sin of mine, O Lord, 4 for no fault of
mine, they run and make ready. Awake, come to meet me, and see! David declares his



innocence, and he asks God to examine his situation. In the psalm, David describes his
enemies like wild dogs lurking to devour him. Saul would not be satisfied until David was
removed. But David did not fight back. Instead, he asks God to exercise justice. David says
in verse 5: You, Lord God of hosts, are God of Israel. Rouse yourself to punish all the
nations; spare none of those who treacherously plot evil. Then also in verse 13: Consume
them in wrath; consume them till they are no more, that they may know that God rules over
Jacob to the ends of the earth. David expands the scope from Saul to the enemies of Israel.
He hoped that God would destroy them. Non-believers may find such a request unthinkable.
How can we ask God to punish our opponents? We actually deal with violence in a similar
way. We call the police for help when someone attempts to hurt us. We hope that the court
will judge the wrongdoers fairly. If we expect the justice system to protect us, how much
more should we expect God to judge righteously? He will hold evil-doers accountable, even
if they dodge an earthly sentencing. That was why David had confidence in God. After
praying to God, David closes this psalm with praise. Read verse 16-17: 16 But I will sing of
your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. For you have been to
me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress. 17 O my Strength, I will sing praises to
you, for you, O God, are my fortress, the God who shows me steadfast love. Despite what
David experienced, he chose to praise God. He describes God as his fortress and refuge. Both
structures protect people from harm. It is like you run to a storage room when a tornado
warning is issued. You feel secure when your family hides behind four walls. God was more
than a Protector to David, He was also his source of strength. In subsequent development,
David moved from place to place to escape from Saul. God gave David strength to travel,
and He arranged people to give David assistance. The Bible says that those who wait on the
Lord shall renew their strength. God will give them wings like eagles and soar. He will
recharge us when we rest in Him. With such assurance, David says three times that he will
sing to God. When do you sing? We often sing when we are happy. Can you praise God
when you are heavy-hearted, full of sorrow and in an uncertainty? You can ask God to guard
your heart, then you can sing with confidence. David cried out to God when he was in
trouble. The result was a greater faith in God. Prayer is the most basic expression of our
faith. How do you pray? Sometimes we pray like an employee reporting to a boss. We just
list one need after another. We should pray like a little child in front of his father. We look to
God as the only source of help. Our emotions should reflect our earnestness and our trust in
God. The Bible encourages us to cast our anxiety on the Lord because He cares for us.
Besides our worries, we can tell Him our frustration, fear and pain. We know that God will
listen and He will come to our rescue. God may not give you an answer right away. But He
will direct your path.
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