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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Today is baptism Sunday. Two sisters and a brother will receive baptism. I will love to encourage
them and all of us with the Word of God. We will only look at one verse. Galatians 2:20 says: |
have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me. The title for our message is: Present The Present As A Present. It means we should offer
today as a gift to God. Jesus saved us, and so we must live for Him. Paul wrote the book of
Galatians to debunk a false teaching from some Jewish Christians. They told Gentile believers
that they must observe the Old Testament Law before they could be saved. Paul rebukes them for
preaching a different gospel that did not come from Jesus. Today, we do not obey the Law of the
Jews. But a lot of people believe that they can go to heaven by doing good works. Here are the
problems. First, who sets the standard for “good?”” Second, how good is good enough? The Bible
says that there is no good person in the world. The conclusion is that we cannot save ourselves.
God provides Jesus Christ as the only way for salvation. However, being a Christian is not only
about going to heaven. Our eternal destiny should affect the decisions we make in this life. Paul
tells us in this verse that who we are in Christ will determine how we live for Christ. We will
focus on a three words or phrases that have something to do with time.

EXPLANATION fiZf
1. I Have Been FaX

The first phrase is [ have been. Paul says Christians have been crucified with Jesus. Something in
us died with the Lord when we received Him. When you became a Christian, you confessed your
sins and committed your life to Jesus. As you did so, it were as if you went back to Jerusalem
2,000 years ago and were nailed with Jesus on the cross. What part in us died? Paul explains in
Romans 6:6 — We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. Your old self, which
is the sinful “you” before you knew Jesus, died with Him. The result is that the power of sin will
become ineffective on us. Paul uses the phrase “the body of sin” to describe the authority of sin.
In the past, sin held us captive. We were helpless but stumbled whenever temptations came.
Jesus set us free from such bondage as we were crucified with Him. It is like a series of
successful chemo treatment that kills cancer cells. The controlling power of the tumor is
conquered. The patient is declared cancer-free. Similarly, the dominating effect of sin on those
who are in Jesus is weakened. We have to constantly remind ourselves that we do not live in our
old sinful self anymore. Any time when the devil entices us, we can cry out to Jesus: “Lord, help
me! [ now belong to You. I can only overcome this temptation by the power You have in me.”
Then you say to Satan: “In the name of Jesus, go away from me!” Instead of falling to the same
sin again, you can simply walk away freely. We can have victory only when we rely on the Lord.

2. INo Longer ¥k A~ F5



Our crucifixion with Christ is the first step of our Christian life. Paul goes on to say: I no longer
live, but Christ lives in me. Our death with Christ triggers the beginning of a new life. Some of
you may get ready for your veggie garden. Seeds must literally die before they sprout. When
seeds soak up water, nutrients will be mobilized to supply energy for new growth. The moment
we received Jesus, the Holy Spirit will enter us and He lives in us forever. He will take over our
lives as we submit to Him. We said earlier that we can now resist sin. On the positive side, God
gives us the freedom to obey Him. Paul says in Galatians 5:16 — But I say, walk by the Spirit,
and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. Here “fresh” refers to our old self. Paul says we
can either go with our flesh and sin, or follow the Holy Spirit and win. Then he lists fifteen sins
as examples of the way of the flesh. We can sin in our mind, our speech and our actions. Next, he
contrast those sins with the fruit of the Holy Spirit. We will display godly virtues when we walk
by the Holy Spirit. For instance: you can love those who offend you, remain patient when you
are on the edge and foster peace when people are in conflict. The outcome depends on who you
follow. Some of us should remember playing a cassette-tape from a recorder. It will sound funny
when the batteries are about to run out. To ensure a constant source of electricity, you have to
plug it into a socket. Likewise, we lack the strength to obey God when we go independent of
Him. We can live in a way that brings glory to God only when we plug into the heavenly power
source. Jesus is our constant power source. As Jesus lives in us, He will live through us.

3. INow 1<

Christians have been crucified with Jesus. Their old self no longer lived. Paul goes on and says:
they now live by faith in the Son of God. The word “now” underscores the fact that Christian life
is not a point, but a process. Our past decision to accept Jesus has a continual effect. We can
think of analogies like financing a house, becoming a U.S. citizen or getting married. The
agreement you signed will bring about future changes. From now on you have to pay a monthly
mortgage, fulfill the obligations of a citizen or consider your spouse when making decisions.
Likewise, we do not only say “I do” when we received Jesus. We must keep saying “I do” to
Him in every decision. Jesus makes it clearly in Matthew 16:24 — ... “If anyone would come
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” Believers of Jesus must also
be His followers. We must deny our desires, sacrifice for the Lord and follow Him. Sadly, many
Christians sacrifice others, follow their own agendas and deny the Lord in doing so. We must let
go of our grip and let Jesus takes over. That is why we need faith. We do not have all the
information and resources. We cannot foresee nor control our future either. Jesus is asking you:
“I love you by dying for you. Will you trust me?”” Of course, putting our faith in the Lord does
not take away our responsibilities. You still have to study for your exams, finish your work
projects, do laundry and prepare dinner. We keep the same daily duties. But we now live for a
new purpose because we live for a new Master. We love Jesus back by obeying Him.

CONCLUSION &Ez6

Who we are in Christ will determine how we live for Christ. We have been crucified with Jesus.
Since then, He lives in us. Jesus expects us to live for Him. Our belief is not a religion, but a
relationship with Jesus. We should continue to grow in our love for Him and our submission to
Him. Every day is gift we present to the Lord. God will help us fulfill our commitment to Him.
Hope that this is an encouragement to our three baptism candidates and to us all.
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