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“A Church That Changed the World”

(Acts 11:19-26)

Introduction — In 1% Century Antioch, we find a Pattern for

Ministry and Missions that literally allowed One church

to Reach the whole World with the Gospel!

I.

The Context of their Ministry.

v' It was a Dangerous Season. (Fierce persecution

in the 1% century) — “scattered” and “persecuted” —
driven from their homes; separated from their
families. They knew the high cost of following
Christ! (we are about to learn those lessons)

It was a Difficult Setting. (Antioch; 300 miles
north of Jerusalem; 3™ leading city in Roman
empire; truly pagan — “a place of learned men and
luxurious immorality” (Cicero) — perfect place for
the light of the Gospel to shine bright!

Notice the Delivery System. God often uses the
“unknown” and the “unnamed” — ordinary people
to do the most extraordinary work! (It doesn’t
matter who gets the credit, as long as God gets the

glory!)

Application — The opportunity for missions in Tennessee: 4
million lost people!) — that is over 50% of the people that
live in our beautiful state (every other person is lost, with no
hope and on their way to hell)! This is Totally
unacceptable!!

II. The Clarity of their Message. (Faithful to
share the Gospel — focus was on the “Good News”
of Jesus! (Sharing their story — how Jesus changed
my life; the most powerful tool for evangelism!)

v' It was a Relational message. (19b-20) — they were
speaking and preaching the Lord Jesus. (2 different
Greek words) — a conversational word and a
proclamation word (talking about Jesus; teaching
about Jesus)

Note: They began to cross racial, ethnic, and language
barriers! (FF Bruce — “this was something entirely new for
the church; it was the expansion of Christianity!”)

v" It was a Transformational message. (v. 21) — people
being changed by the power of the Gospel!

Question — Do you remember the first time you saw the
power of the Gospel to change a person’s life?

Illustration: (story) My Father’s story — (People passing
from spiritual Death to Life!)

+ No wonder Paul would say “If any man is in Christ —
a new creation” and “I am not ashamed of the Gospel”

+ No wonder William Cowper would write the old
hymn; “There 1s a fountain, filled with blood, drawn
from Immanuel’s veins...and the dying thief rejoiced
to see that fountain in his day...”



III. The Characteristics of their Mission. (22-
23; 26) Things were getting out of hand! — my
prayer for the churches in our day! (Church in
Jerusalem sent Barnabas (Encourager) up to
investigate the situation.

Key: Several “Defining Statements” about the church:

v He saw “evidence of the grace of God.” (unity and
diversity — people from every tongue, tribe, and
nation) — the Church was alive; there was energy; they
were growing in their faith!

v’ “A great many people were added to the Lord” —
salvations were common; people being saved and
baptized — there is nothing else like it!

v' They were first called “Christians” at Antioch — so
beautiful and attractive was their love; it reminded
people of Jesus! (Little Christs)

Illustration — See their influence on the whole world (Acts
13:2-3) — “literally changed the world!”

#+ They Embraced the Essentials (worship, prayer)
+ They were Sensitive to the Spirit (Holy Spirit said)

# They Practiced Kingdom Principles (Sent them
away) — funded the trip; provided the boat,
supplies, etc.

Application — They would reproduce that kind of faithful
spirit in other congregations (II Corinthians 8) — churches of
Macedonia...(gave more than they were able) — motivation!!

The Bottom Line — God is looking for Sacrificial service
and Joyful generosity among His people!

Quote: (Adrian Rogers) — “There is no such thing as a small

church; every church is a mission outpost of Almighty
God!”

Closing Illustration — Our “Faith Story” — Journey of a
church that embraced this spirit:

1. Sharing the Gospel (Every member a missionary)
2. Strengthening other Churches (not in competition)
3. Starting New Churches (2 great fears)

4. Sending Workers into the Harvest (giving our best)

Invitation - Great day to “Come to Jesus” or to begin a new
level of service!

+ Join the church
+ Sharing your story!

+ Praying for lost family members and friends!
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