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2|2 INTRODUCTION

We expect a happy ending to every story. One of the best news I ever got was the approval of my
green card application. Those who came from overseas can identify with me. You fill out some
forms, submit a pile of documents and pay a huge fee to an attorney and to the immigration.
Sometime later, the government agency gives you a reference number and an approximate date
of when your application would be processed. There was nothing you can do except to wait.
Finally, the good news came. I was told that my wife and I would get our green cards. Praise
God for that! I literally kissed the card a few times when it arrived. That document begins a new
chapter in the life of my family. We are allowed to stay in this country. Compared to that, there
is the greatest news for every person. God grants heavenly citizenship to those who believe in
Jesus. Salvation is the biggest gift God gives to us. Just like any application, you must follow the
right steps to obtain that status. John 3:16 is a concise summary of the process. It is the most
well-known verse in the Bible. Jesus said that to Nicodemus when the man paid a visit at night.
Nicodemus was a powerful and respected person in the society. Jesus knew why the man came to
see Him. Nicodemus wanted to be saved. He knew the Old Testament from cover to cover. But
knowledge itself cannot save a person. Nicodemus must believe in Jesus. The Lord has the same
requirement for us today. He is calling us and we must respond to His invitation.

##2 EXPLANATION
1. B EAYE)H# The Motive for Salvation

First, let us consider the motive for salvation. Why does God save us? A simple answer is
because He loves us. In John 3:16, Jesus begins by saying: “For God so loved the world...” Here
the word “world” is not about this planet, but it refers to mankind. God loves every person — in
the past, present and future, people in the east or in the west and regardless of their social
background. God loves us because we are made in His image. By image, it does not mean that
God has a physical body like we do. It means that God shared some of His characteristics with
us. For example, we can distinguish between right and wrong, and we admire beautiful things
such as a sunset. A wild animal may eat its siblings when it is starving. But it will not arrange the
meat nicely on a plate! Above all else, God gives us a desire to seek after eternal things.
Ecclesiastes 3:11 says: He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity
into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.
We cannot fully understand God’s works. We have limited intelligence but God has unlimited
wisdom. We are confined by time and space, but God exists forever. We are only concerned
about our own business. But God has the whole world in His plan. Among all creatures, only
humans will ask whether there is something more real beyond what can be seen and touched.
Your pet only cares about eating, playing, sleeping and going to the bathroom. It will not ponder
where it will go after it passes away. But we will think about the future. The verse says it is
because God has put eternity in our hearts. Another way to say it is that God put a yearning for
eternity in us. It is like a tracking device in your phone. You can recover a lost phone if the “find
my phone” function is activated. It sends a signal for you to trace its location. Similarly, our soul
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works like a tracking device that God put in us. He wants us to come back to Him. But why do
most people not look for God? They will not because they cannot. The Bible says we are lost in
sin. Isaiah 53:6 says: All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned — every one — to his
own way... Here is a simple definition of sin: we prefer our own way over God’s way. We do
not conduct our life according to His instructions. We are rebellious. We see such behavior every
day on the streets. Some drivers run red lights. They consider speed limits to be speed
suggestions. They may not think that they break the traffic laws until they get a ticket. There are
worse offenses in the society. We are all noble citizens. We are better than criminals in prisons.
However, there are major differences between sins and crimes. The police will not arrest you if
you are only jealous about people’s bigger houses or fancy cars. A judge cannot sentence you to
jail if no one heard you say something nasty behind people’s back. In comparison, God knows
everything we do, think and speak. Anything that violates His standard is sin. Killing has a more
severe consequence than lying. But God defines both actions as sins. He is not asking for a
passing grade from us. He demands a perfect score. Moreover, the laws of the society are revised
frequently to suit people’s preference. Homosexual relationship was a taboo several decades ago.
Now it is a human right some people fight for. In contrast, God’s definition of sin stays the same
despite time and culture. Sin is the barrier that separates us from God. He loves us but He hates
sin. It is like when parents love their children even though sometimes they misbehave. God’s
motive is to call us home. He accepts us just the way we are. His love is unconditional. However,
He is holy but we are sinful. We cannot approach God unless our sins have been removed. There
is nothing we can do to compensate for our sins. That is why God provides a solution for us.

2. RAEHYERRL The Mode of Salvation

The motive for salvation is God’s love. It answers why God saves us. Second, the mode of
salvation tells us how God saves us. The verse says: “...that he gave his only Son...” God saves
us by giving us His Son, Jesus. By calling Himself “Son” does not make Jesus lower than the
Heavenly Father. We need to understand their relationship by considering the doctrine of Trinity.
The Heavenly Father is God, Jesus is God and the Holy Spirit is also God. They are equal in
their glory, authority and power. However, the Bible also affirms that there is only one God. We
know that 3 is not 1 and 1 is not 3. Theologians coined the term “Trinity” to describes the three
persons. Each of them can exist independently, but there is only one God. The concept is beyond
our comprehension. Each person plays a unique role in the salvation plan. Jesus, the Son, was
sent into the world. He came as a real person to identify with us. He felt tired and hungry, He had
emotions such as joy and fear, and He suffered shame and pain like we do. Hebrews 4:15 tells us
why that is significant: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Jesus
fully understands what we may go through. Therefore, we do not only pray to the God who sits
high up in heaven. We also present our needs to the Lord who was once in the world. He does
not just listen, but He also has the power to help us. Of all the problems that we may have, the
biggest one is sin. Jesus’ major mission in the world was to die on the cross. But why did Jesus
do that? First up, Jesus died for the penalty we deserve. Paul tells us in Romans 6:23 — For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Paul uses
wages to describe the harm caused by our sins. We damage God’s glory when we sin. We are
like children of famous families bringing shame to their parents when they were caught doing
wild things. Our sins pile up like an astronomical amount of debt we owe God. Jesus paid that



amount for us with His life. He is the only mode of salvation God had ordained. We cannot save
ourselves by doing good works. I cannot save my family members with my life no matter how
much I love them. [ am a sinner and I need an outside help to take care of my sins. Jesus is
sinless because He is God. That is why only He can replace us for our penalty. Jesus came as a
true person. It hurt His feelings when people mocked Him. It also crushed His bones when they
nailed Him to the cross. The sorrow, pain, blood and death are all real. Some people think that
Jesus’ death is just an example of great love. That is only part of the picture. We must realize
that we are guilty as charged and we deserved an eternal judgment. We must understand the
ugliness of sin before we will cherish the beauty of the cross. The Savior died for a sinner such
as L. Sin, the cross, death and judgment are all serious matters no one wants to hear. But those are
key elements of the gospel we need to know, lest we may trivialize the value of God’s salvation.
Jesus is the bridge that connects us to the Father. Those who put their faith in Him will have an
eternal life. The good news is that Jesus’ death is not the end of the story. Since Jesus is God, not
even death can hold Him in bondage. He came back to life three days later. Jesus’ resurrection
also assures our future resurrection. The Bible says Jesus will return in the future to judge the
world. Those who had passed away will rise on His arrival. Non-believers will be judged, and
their eternal destiny will be hell. Christians, including those who are alive when Jesus comes,
will receive a glorious body and they will be ushered into heaven.

3. FREAYSESZ The Move to Salvation

God saves us out of love. Jesus died for us because of His grace. The salvation plan is completed.
This gift of salvation is available to everyone. But you must make the move to receive it. Jesus
concludes John 3:16 by saying: “...that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life.” Jesus promises those who believe in Him that they will not go to hell but they will
have an eternal life. What does this “believe” include? There are two decisions you need to
make. First, you must receive Jesus as your Savior. You humbly admit that you are a sinner. You
believe that Jesus died for your sins. Secondly, you must also receive Jesus as your Lord. The
word “Lord” means a master or a boss. If Jesus is your Lord, then you are His servant. You learn
His instructions from the Bible, listen to His commands and live a way that pleases Him. To
accept Jesus is to build an eternal relationship with Him. Commitment comes with a relationship.
Jesus makes it clear in Matthew 7:21 — “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” The will
of the Father is in the Bible. Jesus does not mean that we can earn our way into heaven by
obeying some regulations. He was saying that obedience is the true sign of salvation. You need to
perform some duties when you enter into a commitment. Today, you sign a contract when you
apply for a mortgage or rent an apartment. You also sign an agreement when you are hired by a
company. You write your name on the paper to show that you accept the terms. The regulations
protect the rights of both sides. There will be consequence if either party violates the conditions.
It works the same way when we are saved. The Bible says we are adopted into God’s family. In
the past, we wandered as homeless children. Now we have to learn how to live as God’s people.
We are willing to obey the Lord if we truly believe that He has the best interests for us. God’s
plan is the best path because He knows us better than we know ourselves. We will be blessed if
we follow Him. How we live our daily life indicates our understanding of eternal life. In 2
Corinthians 5:17, Paul explains the change in us when we accepted Jesus: Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. A person



is “in Christ” when he/or is saved. We have received a new life when we became Christians. That
causes revolutionary changes in us. In the past, we had no interest in spiritual matters and we
only cared about our personal business. Now we love to read God’s Word and we learn to put
God first when making decisions. Many people mistakenly believe that eternal life will begin
when they enter into heaven. They are happy to secure a ticket to heaven now. As a result, they
believe that how they live their earthly life does not matter. Unfortunately, there are a lot of
Sunday Christians like that in every church. I have no intention to offend you if that describes
you. Think about it this way: no child should come home only when he/she is hungry or needs
money. Also, no husband should work all day and sleep in the office at night, and go home only
when his wife cooks steak and lobster. Those people are taking advantage of the relationship
without taking it seriously. True believers must also be Jesus’ followers. They surrender the
ownership of their lives to the Lord. They learn to obey the Lord in all things — in their studies,
work, family life and leisure activities. They still maintain their roles as students, employees,
retirees, spouses, parents and children. They perform the same day-to-day tasks. But from now
on they do everything for the glory of God. They do so with joy in response to God’s love for
them.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Jesus is calling us and we must respond to His invitation. He paid the price for your sins. Will
you accept the Son? A wealthy man loved to collect artworks of famous painters — Picasso, Van
Gogh and the likes. He only had one son. Soon a war broke out and the young man was drafted
to fight the battles. He was a brave person. Unfortunately, he died when trying to save his
comrades. His father was very sad when the news arrived. Sometime later, his doorbell rang. A
young man was holding a big package. He said to the wealthy man: “Sir, [ was one of the
soldiers your son saved that day. He often talked about your love for art. I believe he would love
for you to have this.” The father opened the package. It was a painting of his son drawn by the
young man. He offered to pay for it but the soldier refused. He said: “I could never repay what
your son sacrificed for me.” The rich guy hung the picture on the wall along with other
masterpieces. He later passed away. An auction was arranged to sell his collections. The
auctioneer announced: “According to the will of Mr. Smith, we will start bidding for the portrait
of his son.” There was a brief silence. Then someone spoke up: “I came for the great paintings.
Who cares about this picture?” The auctioneer ignored the remark and continued: “The son! The
son! Who will take the son?” Finally, a long-time gardener offered $10. That was all he could
afford. “We have $10. Who will bid for $20?” The auctioneer called. An impatient man
suggested: “Give it to him. [ came to see the Masters.” “Sold!” Finally, the auctioneer hit the
gavel. A man at the front row shouted: “Now let us see the good stuff.” But the auctioneer
responded: “I’m sorry. The auction is over.” Everyone was confused. He continued: “Mr. Smith
ordered that only the painting of his son will be auctioned. Whoever buys the portrait will inherit
the whole art collection and other properties. The person who gets the son will get everything.”
God is proclaiming the same message today: “The Son! The Son! Who will take my Son?”
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