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5]& INTRODUCTION

Last week, we saw that Abram was on a moving trip. He took his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot,
along with his servants and belongings. They left Ur of the Chaldeans and went to Canaan. God
appeared to Abram and promised to bless him and his descendants. From then on, Abram learned
to put his faith in this new God he met. He was like a new believer. Recall the time when you
first became a Christian. The Bible is full of foreign terms. Building a relationship with God
takes time and faith. The more we experience His truthfulness, the stronger our faith will be. The
Bible describes such process as refining gold. The ore must pass through extreme heat to burn
away the impurities. What is left will be fine gold. Nobody likes to go through hardship. But
without those difficulties, we will remain as immature spiritual infants. Abram must go through
the same training too. He was an imperfect person like us. In subsequent passages, we see that
Abram stumbled over and again due to a lack of faith. At the same time, God was patient with
him. He intervened at the proper time and pulled Abram out of the mess. Today’s story is a
typical example. Abram succumbed to fear instead of submitting to God in faith. But God came
to Abram’s rescue. Before we pick up a magnifying glass and find fault in him, we should grab a
mirror and examine ourselves. We often let fear overcome our faith too. The lesson for Abram is
also for us: We will not compromise our faith if we remember God’s promises.

7% EXPLANATION
1. J#itH Complication

Life in Canaan did not turn out to be smooth-sailing. Abram soon faced a complication. There
was a massive famine in the region. Abram reasoned that looking for food in Egypt was a wise
move. Abram only planned to stay there for a short time till the famine was over. He made a
decision for the survival of his family. But there was a second complication. Abram was
concerned about his safety. He said to Sarai that she was a beautiful woman. Any wife will never
get tired of hearing that comment! The Bible seldom describes people’s appearance unless it is
necessary to make a point. In Genesis, Joseph is said to be a handsome man, so much so that he
caught the attention of his master’s wife. That set off a series of dramatic stories. Prophet Isaiah
depicts Jesus as a man of no beauty. People in His time despised Jesus partly because He did not
look like a king from any angle. Abram praised Sarai for a reason. He was afraid that the
Egyptians would kill him and snatch Sarai. Therefore, he asked Sarai to tell people that she was
his sister. According to chapter 20, Sarai was a half-sister born of a different mom. Marrying a
family member is not uncommon in Genesis. One goal was to preserve the bloodline. Adam and
Eve’s children had to marry each other because there were no other people on earth. Isaac and
Jacob also had union with close relatives. Later, God prohibits marriage among family members
in His Law. Sisters will criticize Abram for being a selfish husband. But do not forget that Abram
was just a baby believer. His faith in God was still quite shallow. Paying a price for a wife was a
common practice in the ancient times. Here, a powerful king picked a good-looking girl he liked.
To Abram, it would mean more than losing a wife. He could also lose God’s blessings. God
promised to bless Abram with many descendants. At that time, the couple had no child. We may



think that Abram could find another wife to replace Sarai. But God intended to give Abram a son
through Sarai. In order to save his own life, Abram told a half-truth, which means a lie. Suppose
your boss asks if you have finished a certain project. You replied: “No sir, not yet.” The fact is
that you have not completed because you have not started! I must confess that I told the same lie
to a previous supervisor too. Abram was dishonest when fear overcame his faith in God. Failure
is often our best teacher. Abram learned a good lesson: God’s promises were way bigger than his
problems. God promised to bless Abram. He repeats several “I will” in the chapter. God told
Abram: “I will show you the land I will give you. I will make you into a great nation, I will make
your name great, and I will bless those who bless you.” God will never lie. It is a done deal when
He said so. God’s promises will take away our fear. For example, Jesus tells us in Matthew
10:28-31 — 28 “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not
one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are
all numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” In the context,
Jesus cautioned disciples of future persecution. But if they feared God, then they should not fear
people. We should not be afraid of God, since He is our heavenly Father. The kind of fear He
expects from us comes from our respect toward Him. God loves us, and He sees us much more
precious than wild birds. No harm will happen to us without His permission. He always watches
over us. Today, some people may not be friendly to us because they hate what we believe. Unlike
Christians in some parts of the world, we may not lose our lives due to our faith. But very often,
we do not want to claim to be believers, because we are afraid to lose our face, our friendship or
our job. We need to revisit God’s promises in the Bible often to overcome fear. People’s
reactions toward us may change, our feelings will vary, but God’s promises stay forever.

2. ##fE Compensation

Abram planned to tackle the complication by lying. Soon the family arrived in Egypt. As Abram
had expected, the local people were drawn to Sarai’s appearance. Everyone was fooled into
believing that they were siblings. Palace officials reported to the king that a foreign beauty came
to town. As a result, Pharaoh gave compensation to Abram for Sarai. He thought it would be a
good idea to add another concubine. Abram thus received livestock and servants in exchange for
Sarai. It was a generous compensation to an outsider. The king and the rest of the people acted in
ignorance. There was no way to verify Sarai’s identity. Poor Sarai could not utter a word to
defend herself. She became a pawn in her husband’s hand. Sarai could expect to spend the rest of
her life in Egypt. So far Abram’s scheme worked perfectly. Sacrificing Sarai was worth it as long
as he could protect himself. Abram might be thinking that it was no big deal. He could look for
another wife. But God did not have a plan B in mind. He intended to bless Abram through Sarai.
Up to this point, we actually see God’s protection over Abram. Some powerful landlords could
have killed his family members and taken Sarai by force. Instead, Abram was treated like an
honorable guest and a future brother-in-law of Pharaoh. Abram was well-compensated even
though he lied. We should not conclude that God endorses deception because it can lead to some
unexpected gain. Since God is the Lord of truth, He does not lie nor can He tolerate any
dishonesty. Rather, Abram’s experience proves that God was still in full control. On the surface,
Pharaoh gave Abram compensation for Sarai. In reality, God provided compensation to Abram
for the crisis he went through. He was a man blessed by God. God would not let His servant
walk away empty-handed. In any case, nothing can excuse his lie. It just showed that God can



bring about a favorable outcome despite a man’s sins. He protected Abram even though he was
outnumbered in enemy’s territory. God is our shield when we lean on Him. It is just like what
Psalm 27:5-6 say: 5 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me
under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 6 And now my head shall be lifted
up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I
will sing and make melody to the Lord. God is our shelter. Besides, the Bible uses other vivid
images to describe how God will defend us. He is our fortress and high place. He is the good
shepherd who guards His sheep. He is like a hen that spreads her wings over young ones. Our
faith will be rekindled when we recall those pictures. Just like the psalmist says, we can sing
praise to God even when we are surrounded by enemies. Songs will elevate us from a difficult
circumstance and help us see things from God’s perspective. Our hearts will be strengthened,
knowing that God will watch over us. Once we are saved, we are forever saved, as Jesus
promised us in John 10:28 — “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will
snatch them out of my hand.” No force can take us away if we belong to Jesus. Nothing will
change our eternal destiny. We have peace in the hand of our Lord. Satan will keep attacking us
with different weapons. He uses chaos to scare us. He uses uncertainties to unsettle our faith. He
uses setbacks to discourage us. He uses guilt to accuse us. Do not believe in his lies. Run to Jesus
and seek His protection. What enemies are you facing today? Perhaps it is the anxiety about the
future. You worry about job security, immigration status or your family. You may be struggling
with a chronic disease or relational issue. It can also be a hostile work environment due to a
harsh supervisor and some unfriendly colleagues. Satan tries to tear you down with various
enemies. But God wants to build you up. He is an unshakable foundation we can stand on.

3. %18 Compassion

Abram used a lie to deal with a complication. God blessed the man with compensation. At the
end, God delivered Abram from trouble out of His compassion. God intervened by inflicting
great plagues to the royal family. The word “plagues” can refer to some skin diseases. Pharaoh
correctly deduced that the sickness was caused by taking Sarai. The passage does not explain
how the king found out Sarai was actually Abram’s wife. Regardless, allowing her to stay might
lead to further bad fortune. Therefore, Pharoah told the officials to let them go, and leave them
alone. Eventually, Abram took Sarai out of Egypt with a lot of free gifts. The picture is a prelude
to what happened 400 years later. The Israelites walked out of Egypt with gold, silver and
clothing they plundered from the Egyptians. The plagues actually fulfilled what God told Abram
earlier in verse 3: “I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse...”
The plagues were God’s warning to Pharaoh. The king might think that it was a blessing to
acquire a beautiful woman. But such a dream turned out to be a nightmare. We see a similar
irony later in the history of Israel. God’s people were constantly harassed by the natives after
they settled in Canaan. In 1 Samuel 4, the Israelites were fighting against the Philistines. The
enemies killed 4,000 Israelites. Some elders wondered why God allowed them to lose. They
believed that they could win if God was with them. The conclusion was correct but the solution
was wrong. They took the Ark of the Covenant to the battlefield. It symbolizes God’s presence.
They treated the box as a lucky-charm, much like calling for a mascot and some cheer-leaders to
boost up morale of a sport team. Unfortunately, the Israelites suffered an even bigger defeat.
More than 30,000 soldiers perished. Worse still, the Philistines took the Ark away and put it in
their temple. They thought seizing the Ark would remove the protection of the Hebrew God. But



Jehovah would not let His glory go down the drain. The idol statue of the Philistines fell before
the Ark. Its head and both hands were broken off. It proved that Jehovah was above all man-
made gods. Moreover, God inflicted the Philistines tumors, which could be another skin disease.
They realized that Jehovah was a real deal. To prevent further damages, they better return the
Ark. God saved the Israelites, even though they put their trust in the Ark and not in Him. He
shows compassion to us despite our little faith. Another story in the Bible illustrates that. Once a
father asked Jesus for help because his son was possessed by an evil spirit. The demon tortured
the boy since he was little. The Lord told the man that he could cast out the spirit if he had
enough faith. Mark 9:24 records: Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I
believe; help my unbelief!”” The man honestly admitted that his faith was too small. It is like
trying to buy something that you cannot afford. You have some money, but you do not have
enough for the purchase. It is a humbling experience to ask God for help. In normal times, we
trust our abilities and resources. We believe we can take care of everything by DIY. Therefore
even before we pray to God for a solution, we should ask Him for compassion. Picture parents
holding their fearful children in their arms, or a dear friend puts his hand on your shoulder. The
message is clear: “Don’t worry. I’'m with you. Let’s work it out together.” We may want a quick
answer from God. But He hopes to build relationship with us through solving our problems. He
wants to increase our faith. Faith will grow as we experience God’s grace through difficulties.
The more we practice, the stronger our faith will be. It is similar to running, lifting weights or
eating spicy food. Small challenges prepare us for bigger tests. God showed compassion to
Abram at the beginning of his faith journey. God showed compassion to the Israelites when their
faith was shaky. God will also show us compassion when put our trust in Him.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

We will not compromise our faith if we remember God’s promises. Abram failed the first test. He
reacted in fear instead of faith. At least he learned some important lessons. God was with him no
matter where he was. Also, God’s promises would not be frustrated by men’s schemes. He allows
troubles in our life to develop our faith. Going through hardships is a valuable part for our
spiritual maturity. We can get wisdom from how coffee is processed. A coffee plant may take up
to four years before yielding a harvest. Coffee beans are actually the seeds of berries. Farmers
pick the fruits when they are ripe. Seeds are then separated from the berries and are allowed to
dry. Next, the seeds will be roasted at 400F. They will turn brown as a result. Those are the
coffee beans we are familiar with. The high heat helps release the flavor and aroma of coffee. It
will go through heat again when you put the powder in a coffee-maker. The result will be a
delicious drink. There will be no product without the process. The same is true for our faith.
Pressure is a good test of our faith. God is our only hope when we realize that there is no one or
no resource we can count on. Do not let fear beat you down. Instead, step out in faith and walk
with God.
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