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5]& INTRODUCTION

We have faced situations where going to the left or the right will cause contrasting outcomes.
Sometimes, you have the time to consider different options. On other occasions, you have to
make a decision right away. There was a severe flood a few weeks ago in the San Antonio,
Texas, area. Over 100 people perished. May the Lord comfort those families that lost loved ones.
While some people did not make it, others fought for their lives. You may have read amazing
stories of survival. People woke up family members as water was seeping through the doors. The
water came so quickly that it was impossible to escape by car. So they grabbed essential items
like food and clothes and rushed to the attic. Many punched through dry wall with their fists and
crawled to the outside. Then they sat on the roof in rain, waiting for rescue at sunrise. The result
could have been very different if people reacted some other ways. In our passage today, Abram
and his nephew Lot had to make a tough decision. Lot wanted to take a short-cut. But as it turned
out, he was cut short of God’s blessings. Decisions will affect our destination. Last time, Abram
almost lost his wife to Pharoah because of a bad decision. God protected Abram over a crisis.
Now his family returned to Canaan. New tests would keep coming to polish Abram’s faith. He
must rely on God to overcome those challenges.

fi#Z¥E EXPLANATION
1. {EZEAVFEIA Source of Conflict (v. 1-7)

We see another problem arose as we come to chapter 13. Let us read from verses 1 to 7 to
understand the source of the conflict. Abram and Lot had too many possessions, so much so that
there was not enough space for them to live together. Verse 2 says Abram became very rich. He
was already wealthy when he left his hometown. On top of that, Pharaoh gave Abram flocks and
servants as a compensation for Sarai. Verse 5 describes that Lot had a lot of properties too.
Perhaps Abram shared some treasures with his nephew. Both groups of people needed water,
food and also grass for animals. Tension escalated to quarrels. Such conflict can lead to a
potential danger, as verse 7 implies: ... At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites were
dwelling in the land. God promised Abram the land. But the area was still occupied by the
natives. Abram and Lot should team up together, in case the local people gave them trouble. The
conflict was more than a management issue, it was due to disagreement. People take care of each
other when they are in poverty. But they may become selfish when they enjoy prosperity. Unity
would be dissolved when Abram’s and Lot’s servants were only mindful of their own interest.
Why were they in a foreign land? It was because God promised to give Abram and his
descendants the land. He also promised to bless others through Abram. Lot was blessed by his
uncle. He could continue to enjoy more blessings if he learned from Abram to follow God.
Unfortunately, Lot had a different mentality. Verse 4 gives us a hint: ... Abram called upon the
name of the Lord. He prayed to God as he returned to the location where he built an altar before.
Abram had a habit of prayer. But we do not see Lot pray. People who pray tend to be humble.
They ask the Lord for advice, instead of taking business into their own hands. Of course, truly
humble people will follow God’s instructions accordingly. Both Abram and Lot must learn to



seek God’s guidance. The same is true for a church. If problem a could arise between two
persons, how much easier will an argument happen in a group? Paul reminds us the keys to live
in peace with fellow believers in Philippians 2:3-5 — 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves,
which is yours in Christ Jesus. Harmony can only be achieved through humility. It is not about
who listens to whom. But everyone must listen to the Lord. In the context, Paul says Jesus is our
perfect example of humility. The King of all kings came into the world as a person. He chose the
lowest status as a servant. He died the most shameful way on a cross. Jesus did all that to identify
with us and to save us. He put God’s glory and our blessings above His wellbeing. We can
practice humility by imitating His example of sacrifice. If conflicts are caused by self-
centeredness, then the antidote is other-centeredness. Otherwise, pride can easily overcome us.
There are a lot of capable people even in a small church like ours. We have to see each other as a
family, instead of treating each other like enemies. We complete each other, and not compete
with each other. Outsiders may only see problems. But family works as a team to solve
problems. It is easy to stand on the sideline and criticize. But will you roll up your sleeves and
ask: “How can I help?” Rather than pointing a finger, you lend a helping hand. We talk less and
do more. It does not matter who gets the credit as long as people get the benefit and God gets the

glory.

2. fEZERYfER Solution to Conflict (v. 8-13)

A conflict started between the two groups of herdsmen. Abram then suggested a solution to the
conflict to Lot. Let us hear the reading from verses 8 to 13. Abram was the older person and he
should choose first. However, he gave the right to Lot. Wherever Lot picked, Abram would go
the opposite direction. From then on, the two of them would separate. That implicitly means that
Lot would forfeit God’s promises. Let us pay attention to how Lot came to his decision. Look at
verse 10 again: And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered
everywhere like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar. (This was
before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) Lot selected the plain of the Jordan river near
Sodom and Gomorrah. Bible scholars debate the exact location of the area. But they generally
agree that it is near Dead Sea. The author leaves a note about the future destruction of the two
cities. We will study those stories as we come to chapters 17 and 18. The writer describes in
verse 13 that the people there were “great sinners against the Lord.” Lot chose the region
because it was a fertile place. It was like the land of Egypt. Lot just came back from the nation.
The Nile river ensures a constant supply of water, which is critical for survival. All in all, Lot
based his assessment on observation. Verse 10 says he “lifted up his eyes and saw” that the land
was good. The expression reminds us of Eve’s reaction when she saw the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. Genesis 3:6 records: ...the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that
it was a delight to the eyes... Eve liked what she saw, and therefore she ignored God’s clear
warning and ate the fruit. Sin came into the world as a result. Both Lot and Eve made decisions
purely by what they saw. The point is that Lot only saw what he liked, but he did not foresee
God’s promise. Therefore, he pursued immediate results over God’s future blessings. Eventually,
he suffered great losses when God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. Appearance can be
subjective, even deceptive. Satan surely knows how to appeal to our eyes. 1 John 2:15-16 alert
us: 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the



Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world — the desires of the flesh and the desires of the
eyes and pride of life — is not from the Father but is from the world. The fallen world attracts us
in three ways: things that look good, feel good and things that we can brag about. Examples are
everywhere when you use the internet or turn on your TV. Let us focus on the look. Many people
suffer from buyer’s remorse because they make a decision based solely on what they see. They
can return the clothes that do not fit, or sell the cars they do not like. But accepting a job offer or
marrying a person are difficult, if not impossible to change. Therefore, we should evaluate
options with a spiritual perspective. We ask if a certain choice will draw us closer to God or it
will drag us away from Him. Does it only make us look good, or does it reflect God’s glory? Will
it provide a short-term satisfaction, or does it give us a long-term joy? For things like which
phone to buy or where to eat may not matter that much. You can rely on your preference or read
product reviews. You can ask a friend for input too. For choices that have far-reaching
consequences, you should seek the Lord’s guidance. God may remind you of relevant Bible
verses as you pray. You can also ask some mature Christians and godly friends for advice. They
know you and know God’s Word. They will tell you things you need to hear, not things that you
like to hear. You will be able to make a wiser decision after considering all those factors.

3. fEZE{ZIIREE Security after Conflict (v. 14-18)

Lot took his people and moved toward Sodom. God spoke to Abram after the conflict and gave
him security. Let us read verses 14 to 18. God reiterated two promises to Abram. First, God
would give the land to Abram and his descendants. In verse 14, God asked Abram to lift up his
eyes and see the areas. Previously, Lot lifted up his eyes and saw the river plains he liked. Lot
could only get a small piece of rental property. But God promised Abram permanent possession
of all the land he could see. Abram did not have to worry that Lot would take away some of the
land from him. The second security was about Abram’s offspring. God specified that Abram’s
future generations would be as many as the dust of the earth. Then God told Abram to walk
around his future territory. He must be quite excited. It would be like going for a test-drive of a
car you ordered. The manufacturer has yet to ship your car to the dealer. But at least you get a
feel of the car you will own. You have to wait patiently for it. Abram must do the same. God’s
promises would not come soon. Abram and Sarai had no child yet, and the land was still
occupied by Canaanites. But God gave Abram a preview of His future blessings in verse 18: So
Abram moved his tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron, and
there he built an altar to the Lord. The oaks of Mamre and Hebron are about 2 miles apart.
Abram later purchased a land at the oaks of Mamre to bury Sarai. Since then, it became a burial
ground for his family. It was as if Abram made a deposit for his coming territory. As for Hebron,
it was where David was enthroned. Perhaps Abram stayed there out of convenience. But God
was working behind the scene. Abram made his decisions not by sight but by faith. Some non-
believers think that faith in God is just a blind faith. While we cannot see God with our physical
eyes, we can see Him with our spiritual eyes. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 — 17 For this
light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison,
18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. Those who are saved will be in
heaven for eternity. In the meantime, they still have to deal with the effects of sin. Their health
will deteriorate. Satan will keep launching attack from all fronts. Compared to the great and
everlasting glory in heaven, current struggles are light and brief. As such, we should shift our



focus from the things we can see to the heavenly inheritance we cannot see. Our faith must
continue to grow. There are four building blocks for our faith. First, it is past history. God allows
certain people to exist. They made certain decisions that led to various outcomes. This nation
interacted with other countries. God will continue to orchestrate people and events to accomplish
His plans. Second, our personal experience. God works in our world, and He also works in our
lives. He gives each of us unique backgrounds, puts us in specific places at certain times, and
allows us to meet with particular people. God guided us in the past and He will continue to direct
our future. Third, our faith will be strengthened as we listen to people’s testimonies. The same
God also works in others’ lives. He causes all things to work together for the good of those who
love Him. The stories of other Christians can be encouragement to us. Fourth, ultimately we put
our faith in the promises of God. Time will change but God’s Word stays the same forever. He
will accomplish what He says. There are countless promises in the Bible that show God is
powerful and faithful. He will complete all that He has promised.

4% 5w CONCLUSION

Decisions will affect our destination. Abram and Lot chose different directions, that brought
about contrasting results. Abram pursued God’s promises by faith, while Lot chased after
immediate gain by sight. Lot would not realize that he made a big mistake until disaster came.
Wise planning is a good precaution. Many people lost everything in the Texas flood. But
residents in a small community were spared. Comfort is a town of about 2,000 people. It is 40
miles from Camp Mystic, where some people lost their lives. Last year, the fire department of
Comfort upgraded its emergency warning system. Some townsfolks thought it would be a good
idea to install a second siren. They found a cheaper way to refurbish an older system. More
importantly, they moved the siren to the middle of the city and connected it to a sensor by the
river. The alarm will sound when the water rises to a certain level. After they put the system in
place, they organized test-runs so that people are used to the sound of the siren. All the efforts
made a huge difference in the early morning hours of July 4. Besides the siren, there were also
warning messages displayed on TV and sent to phones. Moreover, firefighters went street after
street asking people to evacuate. Many lives were saved because people took the warning
seriously. God also give us a warning but in the form of an invitation. Those who receive Jesus
Christ will not perish but have eternal life. Do not ignore His calling. Come to Jesus! As for our
brothers and sisters: your role is a messenger. Go spread the good news and urge people to accept
Jesus.
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3. EZE1EHIEREE Security after Conflict (v. 14-18)
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