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Training and testing prepare one for the real world. For example, graduates starting a new job or
new phones ready to be released. Paul wrote two letters to his student Timothy, as the young man
would become a solo pastor. Our college freshmen are about to face some transitions too. Moms
will no longer cook for them and dads will not give them rides. Parents will not serve as their
alarm clock or calendar either. But they will still be children’s ATM machines for a few more
years. Long gone is the voice-activation function at home. Big boys and girls cannot just yell:
“Mom, I need clean clothes” and expect laundry service. Growing up can be inconvenient but
exciting at the same time. Maturity requires a switch of mentality. Young people have to make
their own decisions after they leave home. But freedom comes with responsibilities. Paul’s
encouragements to Timothy are useful to new students and all of us. Skillful learners should
become successful leaders. Imitators will turn into influencers. Questions are: who do you
imitate after and who will you influence?

EXPLANATION fi#fE
1. Set Aside Trivial Matters B3¢ N A E5455H

Paul asked Timothy to make some adjustments to make him a better servant. First, he must set
aside some trivial matters. Paul compares honorable to dishonorable vessels. We all have simple
dishes and utensils for daily use. You do not feel too bad when you scratch and even smash a few
of them. Besides, some people have a set of fine China and fancy utensils stored up in a cabinet.
They are reserved for special occasions like family reunions or hosting guests. Both honorable
and dishonorable vessels are used for eating. But they have different values. Paul urged Timothy
to go beyond ordinary and pursue extraordinary things. He suggests in verse 21: ... set apart as
holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work. Timothy could become a
valuable instrument when he allowed God to set him apart. There were some routine duties
Timothy had to handle. For example, assigning people to serve, visiting the sick and caring for
the poor. As a pastor, Timothy’s major ministry was to teach the Bible. He should not be
burdened by trivial matters and forget God’s calling for him. When his perspective was clear,
then he could be more effective for God’s Kingdom. Besides, he could convey the truth even
when he was not holding a Bible on a podium. He instilled virtues like faithfulness and diligence
to coworkers. He showed God’s love by serving needy people. When we are clear about our
calling, then we will keep the main thing the main thing. Students: God’s calling for you is to
study. You do well in school not only to please your parents and to keep your scholarship. Your
GPA is a way to glorify God. You can barely meet the minimum requirements, or you can make a
difference through what you do. If you are a Christian, you are sent by God as His representative
to the campus. All you say and do should bear witness to your status. It will actually protect you
if people know that you are a believer. Hopefully, they will respect you and not ask you to
participate in sinful activities. On the positive side, you should influence them by your good
behavior. You are like a living Bible to others. You are a leader to them even though they are not
your followers. You display godly attitudes, speech and actions. You show people that qualities



such as honesty and humility are not just good ideas, but they are practical values in the real
world. You can be useful to the Lord when He sets you apart as a holy instrument.

2. Sit Beside Truthful Members FI&FEAY A [F 44

Tiomthy had to set aside trivial matters. Moreover, he must also sit beside truthful members.
Like-minded people share burdens and cheer each other up. Paul advises Timothy in verse 22:
So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who
call on the Lord from a pure heart. “Youthful passions” can be some immature traits such as self-
centeredness, impatience or stubbornness. Older people can have those immature qualities too!
Those issues may dissolve unity and disrupt God’s ministries. Paul tells Timothy to run away
from immature mindsets. Instead, he should partner with godly people to pursue four virtues:
righteousness, faith, love and peace. Righteousness is more than simply right. It is what God sees
as true. When we act by faith, we look beyond what we can see now and expect God to do great
things. In addition, we need to show love toward others in what we do. We should be mindful of
their needs and feelings. That is why Paul also brings up peace. Peace is also like a glue that
binds people together. Things that do not promote peace will lead to conflicts. Godly people will
help us grow in these four areas. College freshmen: building the right friendship is critical when
you go to a new environment. You may feel lost in the campus the first few weeks. You should
not feel lost in God’s family. You must find a faith community. It can be a campus ministry or a
church. It is a safe haven where you are accepted without criticism. You will find people who are
on the same page with the Bible. Let me elaborate four things with the word PAGE. P stands for
prayer. Truthful members do not only pray for you. They will spend time to pray with you. A is
authentic. Authentic people do not put up a disguise. They are the same whether or not others are
watching. G refers to give. They are willing to give you their time, help and advice. They will
give you a ride and advice where to get the best pizzas. Finally, E is about emotions. Being
serious does not mean wearing a poker-face. Even Jesus showed genuine emotions such as
mercy, sympathy and joy. True friends will laugh with you and shed tears for you. When you
meet people like that, you will soon become one of them. You will support and care for each
other. Even when you are alone on campus, you will not feel lonely.

CONCLUSION &Ez6

Skillful learners should become successful leaders. Imitators will turn into influencers. Timothy
was a student of Paul. But ultimately, both persons were imitators of Jesus. That made them into
great influencers in God’s Kingdom. Children in their upbringing learn from parents, teachers
and peers. All the knowledge and experience will shape them to be mature people. Let me close
by giving some encouragement to the young people who will move on to college. You are
blessed if you grow up in the church. If you continue to be imitators of Jesus, then you can be
effective influencers for Him. Your identity will determine your purpose. Identity is not just
about who you are. People know you by name, the school you attend and you major. The more
important part is whose you are. If you are a Christian, then you are a child of God and a citizen
of the Heavenly Kingdom. Your purpose in life is more than what you want to achieve, but also
what God can achieve through you. Then you will not become a result of mass production of the
world. Rather, you will become a masterpiece of the Lord.
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