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5]& INTRODUCTION

Patience is a rare quality everyone needs to have. You see a lot of impatient drivers when you
travel around town. Tail-gating and running red lights are norms. Some drivers treat the
highways as racetracks. I have even seen outrageous moves such as crossing the lawn area in the
median to make a U-turn and dashing on the shoulder to cut in front of an 18-wheeler on the
highway! Those people have the potential and gut to work as stuntmen. Actually, they may not
save much time if they do the math. Impatience can bring a quick result. But it may not be the
best one. Sometimes, it can even lead to a disaster. In Genesis 16, Sarai was impatient because of
a lack of faith. She did not want to wait for the result from God. Therefore, she thought she could
help God speed up His plan. But God’s way is higher than ours. His timing is the best. Here we
see another example that shows God’s plan will not be derailed or delayed by people’s errors.
God has everything in control. He can even make something good out of the mess we cause.
However, we have to bear the consequence of our choices. Through it all, Abram and us have to
learn that God does not commit mistakes, but He creates miracles.

fi#Z¥E EXPLANATION
1. ‘B4R fEE The Problems of Pregnancy

In the story, first we see some problems related to pregnancy. We will read from verses 1 to 6.
Problem number 1 has to do with Sarai’s infertility. God promised Abram a son. But this heir had
not arrived so far. The passage says the couple had lived in Canaan for 10 years by now. If you
peek at the last verse of this chapter, you will know that Abram was already 86 years old. Sarai
was 10 years younger. People of their ages should have been grandparents, even great
grandparents. But Abram and Sarai still had no child. Sarai was way beyond the normal child-
bearing age. In theory, Abram could still be a father. But science tells us that his successful rate
decreases as he aged. The clock was ticking for both of them. God promised Abram a land, but
the area was still occupied by the Canaanites. God promised Abram many descendants, but Sarai
could not conceive. They might wonder when God’s promises would be fulfilled, if at all! In
facing her own problem, Sarai said it right in verse 2 that “the Lord has prevented me from
bearing children.” Husband and wife complete the biological process. It is God who creates
lives! But after trying for 10 years, there was still no baby. At that time, unable to conceive was
considered to be a curse from God. For Sarai, it was more than a longing for the joy of
motherhood. She felt the burden to produce a son to inherit Abram’s estate. Instead of kept
waiting, she came up with a plan. She suggested Abram to take her servant Hagar as a second
wife. The Hebrew word for “servant” implies that Hagar might be a personal servant to Sarai.
Hopefully, Hagar could bear a son for Abram. Surrogacy was not uncommon in the ancient
world. The baby born of Hagar would be considered as Sarai’s own child. Hagar was an
Egyptian. She was probably one of the servants Pharoah gave to Abram as gifts. Abram agreed
with Sarai’s plan. Having multiple wives was a norm in those days, especially among wealthy
men. Sarai proposed the plan. Abram did not ask for it. Let us assume that he was an upright
man. He did not drool over a younger lady. He believed it was a quick and sure way to get an



heir. God told the man in chapter 15 that a son would be born of him. God did not specify the
mom. Therefore, Abram might be thinking that it did not matter who she was as long as he was
the dad. Before long, Hagar was pregnant. Did Sarai’s strategy work? So far so good, although at
this point it was unsure if Hagar was carrying a son. That should not be an issue. Hagar and
Abram could repeat the process until they got a boy. Abram was a rich man anyway. He could
support a big family. How would you feel if you were Sarai? On the one hand, she felt relieved
that the plan was effective. At the same time, she felt jealous to share her husband with another
lady. Hagar helped Sarai solved the problem of infertility. However, Sarai did not foresee that a
new problem would arise due to Hagar’s pregnancy. Look at verses 4-5: 4 And he went in to
Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt
on her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my
servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with
contempt. May the Lord judge between you and me!” Sarai was being explicit. She said she gave
Hagar to Abram’s embrace. There must be some emotions between the two persons along with
the motions. After all, they were humans, not robots! But the biggest problem was Hagar’s pride.
She looked down on Sarai. It reminds me of a Cantonese expression: a maid rises above her
madam. Sarai initiated the plan. But instead of taking responsibility of the mess, she complained
to her husband. Abram was a smart guy. He did not want to touch the hot potato either.
Therefore, he bounced the ball back to Sarai’s court and gave her permission to deal with Hagar
any way she wished. Abram implied that it was all Sarai’s fault, and she must clean it up herself.
Being the head of the household, Abram should step up and resolve the issue. But he took a
passive stand. Both Abram and Sarai inherited their genes from Adam and Eve and played a
blame-shifting game! Sarai did not think twice and kicked Hagar out of the house. She was
afraid that Hagar would continue to seize power if she was allowed to stay. Sarai’s plan failed
completely even before Hagar gave birth to her child. Sarai surrender to the reality of the natural
law that she was too old to be a mother. She forgot that God has the power to overrule the natural
law He wrote! The couple learned a painful lesson that it takes patience to wait for God to fulfill
His promise. Faith in God does not overlook current problems. True faith helps us see beyond
existing problems and look forward to God’s blessings. Sarai’s mistake tells us that it is a bad
idea to take matters into our own hand, rather than committing our future to God’s hand. We feel
at ease when everything is under our control. It is when we have good health, a stable income,
savings in the bank, a happy marriage and well-behaving kids. Life is so good that we do not
even need God! Then we panic when we hit a wall. We want to get a quick-fix. But God does not
need our assistance. He is not slow, too busy or forgetful. He takes no short-cut or express-lane.
He does not follow our schedule either. He wants us to feel His presence even when we are
waiting. We will have peace when we realize that God is still in full control. Waiting needs a lot
of patience. It does not wear down our faith. Rather, waiting should strengthen our faith as we
are expecting God’s answers.

2. THEHJMEET The Promises in Prophecy

A crisis started in Aram’s family due to the problems of pregnancy. Sarai’s bad strategy led to a
conflict between she and Hagar. A servant became an enemy. Sarai did not wait to push Hagar
out of the picture. In any culture, a pregnant single mom will be in a desperate situation. Hagar’s
survival would be in serious danger. Her story has a sudden turn when she met a divine agent. He
even gave Hagar promises in a prophecy. Let us continue to read from verse 7 to the end of the



chapter. The angel of the Lord showed up. This is the first time the title appears in the Bible.
There are 48 references of it, all in the Old Testament. Bible scholars have different opinions
about the identity of that messenger. Some say he was one of the angels, others say He was Jesus
Christ showing up before He came into the world. There is no conclusive evidence for either
theory. We see from his conversation with Hagar that he spoke with God’s authority. For
example, he gave details about the baby Hagar bore. In response, Hagar called the agent “the
God of seeing.” Either He was God or He represented God. He was at least a spokesperson of
God who conveyed important messages. Bible translators use a definite article “THE angel of the
Lord” to distinguish him from other angels. Pay attention to that name whenever you read the
Old Testament. The angel asked Hagar to return home and submit herself to Sarai. She must
remain as a servant instead of trying to fight for power. Then the angel gave Hagar a few
promises in the form of a prophecy in verses 10 and 11. First, God would bless her with a
multitude of offspring. Therefore, the blessing was not only one child, but many generations.
God gave the same promise to Abram. Moreover, the messenger told Hagar that she was bearing
a son. He also named the child as Ishmael, which means God hears. Later, Hagar named the
angel who spoke to her as “the God of seeing.” God has heard and seen the suffering of Hagar,
and He came to her help. Furthermore, the angel foretold the future of this child. He described
Ishmael as a wild donkey. Donkey are domesticated animals that obey the instructions of their
masters. A wild donkey needs to have superior survival abilities in the wilderness. That fits the
next description that Ishmael would make a lot of enemies. It sounds like a tough kid growing up
in a rough neighborhood! Then the angel said at the end of verse 12 that Ishmael would “dwell
over against all his kinsmen.” It means that his descendants would be hostile to his relatives. It
can also be translated as “live to the east of his brothers.” The two expressions describe the
location of the future people group from Ishmael with respect to their brothers and their
unfriendly relationship. We find the genealogy of Ishmael in Genesis 25. The author uses the
same Hebrew words to describe Ishmael’s descendants in verse 18: They settled from Havilah to
Shur, which is opposite Egypt in the direction of Assyria. He settled over against all his kinsmen.
Who were those people, and why were they important to future history? It is commonly agreed
that Ishmael was the ancestor of the Arab race. Whereas, Isaac, the coming son of Abram and
Sarai was the forefather of the Israelites. [shmael and Isaac were half-brothers. The Bible
prophesied four thousand years ago that the Muslims would be rivals of the Jews. In fact, the Old
Testament records quite a few wars between the two people groups. The hatred and violence you
see in the news have existed for a long time. Regardless, keep in mind that not all Muslims are
terrorists. Many of your Islamic neighbors and coworkers are peace-loving and friendly people.
But the root of hostility can be traced all the way back to the conflict between the two wives of
Abram. Sarai could never imagine that her plan to get a son could lead to a long-lasting problem!
Actions have consequences. But why did the angel ask Hagar to return home? She could have
left home and vanished from Abram’s circle of influence once and for all. Two things we should
pay attention to. First. God showed compassion to a helpless mom. The Bible says He is the Lord
of widows and the fatherless. To God, there are no illegitimate children. There are only
irresponsible parents. Unfortunately, single-mom is not a modern issue. God will stand up and
protect the defenseless. Second, remember in chapter 12 that God promised Abram to bless
others through him? Hagar did not only live in Abram’s home; she carried his child! God would
bless Hagar and her offspring through Abram. But did God not know that the Arab race will
become perpetual enemies of Israel? He surely did! If so, did He intentionally plant a future
problem? Of course not! God is all-knowing from the past to eternity. He allows everything,



even tragedies, to occur for His reasons. For one, troubles make God’s people humble. That is a
recurring lesson the Israelites failed to learn throughout the Old Testament history. They cried
out to God when they were oppressed by enemies. But they turned their backs to God after their
troubles were resolved. From a gospel standpoint, God loves the Arabs and the Jews because He
loves the whole world. Both people groups reject Jesus due to different reasons. However, God
desires to save them because He welcomes all people into His Kingdom. From Abram’s family
we can look at our personal life. God could have paved a path of least resistance for us to go to
heaven. But He allows obstacles in our lives so that we will learn to rely on Him. He is not our
personal assistant or technical support agent. He is our Lord and Master. We will face troubles,
some of which are caused by our sins. We will reap the consequences of those bad choices. It can
be broken relationships, bankruptcy, chronic illnesses, etc. But God always gives us an
opportunity to return to Him. He will never leave us nor forsake us.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

God does not commit mistakes, but He creates miracles. We need patience as we wait for His
plans to come true. Sometimes, we may not get what we hope for. Other times, we may not get
the results until God’s timing has arrived. Our story today is about Sarai’s infertility. Some of
you know that my wife struggled with the same problem many years ago. She always dreamed of
becoming a mom. We took it easy the first few years of marriage. By the time we were ready to
become parents, we realized that getting pregnant was not that easy. There was no result after
trying for some time. She sought help from a doctor. Friends shared tips with us and they prayed
for us. We thought of giving up and adopting a kid instead. After waiting for nine years, my wife
conceived out of the blue. To us, the news actually came at a bad time. We just bought our first
house. Soon after that I was laid off from work. I took it as a signal from God that I should
change the course of my life. [ went to the seminary. My older son was then born. Two years
later, God gave us another boy. My wife and I figured we should stop at number 2. We had a lot
of stress in those few years due to our finance and my study. My wife had to be home by herself
to take care of two children. But God’s grace was always sufficient for us. My heart is full of
thanks and joy as I look back. My wife and I are approaching retirement ages, and my sons are
still in college. God must have a reason for giving us children later in our lives. You may be
waiting for God’s answer to your prayer. Perhaps it is the first child, next job opportunity,
lifelong companion or healing of diseases. No matter what it is, God has a plan for you. God will
give you a reply in His time. Besides praying for a solution, pray also that God will give you
patience. He will bless you at the end. He will also increase your faith as you are waiting.
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