Why Future Generations Fail E{a[#&{C5HL 8/31/25
(Joshua &yE T 23:4-13, 24:14-15)

SOME WORDS OF THANKS

“1 should like to turn your attention to the book of Joshua chapter twenty-three verses 4-13 and
chapter twenty-four verses 14 and 15.”*

4 Behold, I have allotted to you as an inheritance for your tribes those nations that remain, along
with all the nations that I have already cut off, from the Jordan to the Great Sea in the west.

5 The Lord your God will push them back before you and drive them out of your sight. And you
shall possess their land, just as the Lord your God promised you. 6 Therefore, be very strong to
keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, turning aside from it neither to
the right hand nor to the left, 7 that you may not mix with these nations remaining among you or
make mention of the names of their gods or swear by them or serve them or bow down to them,
8 but you shall cling to the Lord your God just as you have done to this day. 9 For the Lord has
driven out before you great and strong nations. And as for you, no man has been able to stand
before you to this day. 10 One man of you puts to flight a thousand, since it is the Lord your God
who fights for you, just as he promised you. 11 Be very careful, therefore, to love the Lord your
God. 12 For if you turn back and cling to the remnant of these nations remaining among you and
make marriages with them, so that you associate with them and they with you, 13 know for
certain that the Lord your God will no longer drive out these nations before you, but they shall be
a snare and a trap for you, a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off
this good ground that the Lord your God has given you. (Emphasis added)

14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the
gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is
evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Emphasis added)**

PRAYER
Context:

When we think about failure it would be prudent to remember what the great novelist Earnest
Hemingway said about how bankruptcy happens, “Two way’s, gradually, then suddenly.”

And this is the pattern of what happens to the children of Israel after the death of their leader
Joshua.

*Martin Lloyd Jones
** All Scripture ESV unless otherwise noted



As the book of Joshua comes to a close it ends on a fairly optimistic note. Israel has mostly
conquered the land of Canaan that God had promised them. They are living well under the
system God had given them through the Law of Moses (which we will come back to). There
future seems bright. Joshua gives them final instructions and encouragement mixed with warning
and then dies at a ripe age! And while his loss is sad, it is presented in a positive, hopeful light.
But underneath this is a simmering problem that is destined to boil over. Joshua saw these hence
his instructions and warnings. There were two great failures that this generation, that otherwise
are among the best recorded in the Old Testament.

1. They did not finish the conquest of Canaan
2. They did not teach their children to follow God

Joshua tries to warn them ahead of time of what they were to pass on to future generations in his
two farewell addresses recorded in chapters 23 and 24.

What Were they to Teach
The first address is to the elders of Israel, the second is to the general people.

In this we see a discipleship structure. Joshua teaches the elders who are also to lead and teach
the people, who are to pass it on to those after them.

Aside: Think about 2 Timothy 2:2 “And what you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.” Paul-Timothy,-Faithful
men-others

Joshua in his farewells intertwines for his two audiences reminders of what God has done,
instruction on how to follow God, and he outlines consequences for failure.

The instructions are what is to be taught to the next generation, it is what is to be demonstrated
and passed on.

Joshua 23:6, 8, 11

6  Therefore, be very strong to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of
Moses, turning aside from it neither to the right hand nor to the left,

8  but you shall cling to the Lord your God just as you have done to this day.

11 Be very careful, therefore, to love the Lord your God.

To the Elders they are instructed to: Keep the Book of the Law (23:6) Cling to God (23:8)
Be careful to love God (23:11)

To the Elders

1. To Keep the Book of the Law
God has given his people LOVING instruction. The law is for our good and God’s glory.
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Like David said, the law is to be like honey on our lips (Ps 119:103) It is frankly
immature to only ever see God’s law in a negative light.

Application: Do your children see you delighting in the law of God? It is interesting to me to
witness parents creating extra Biblical burdens for their children such as educational or social
expectations while ignoring the actual laws God has given around things like modesty, speech,
sexuality, or personal holiness.

2. Cling to God
To cling often times can call to mind the idea of being afraid. But I think the better
translation/understanding is, “Hold Fast.” Perhaps you have seen the great film Master
and Commander about the captain of a British Man of War during the Napoleonic Wars.
One of his gunners, the man who aims and fires one of the cannon, has tattooed on his
knuckles Hold and Fast, to remind himself and his gunnery crew not only not to flee in
fear, but to stand tall, loyal, to wait for their precise moment to fight well and win, to
follow their orders and chain of command. If they hold fast then victory is possible.
For the believer our victory is assured, won by Christ and we, hold fast to him.

Application: One of the most impactful thing a child can observe from a parent is in how they
hold fast particularly when life goes wrong. In my own life watching the vast difference from my
mother and father marked me. When the money ran out and he didn’t get his way my father ran
to sin, lost his pastorate, and became the kind of weak, bitter person I never want to become. My
mother struggled mightily, but held fast, and is a life-giving person. Neither of them ever sat me
and said watch this. [ merely had a front-row seat as their child and observed for myself. Your
kids are watching you, we do not cling to God in a vacuum.

3. Be Careful to Love God
Love properly defined is doing what is best of another regardless of cost of consequence.
This is why we must be CAREFUL to follow the law. It is how we are showing our love
for God. God has made it clear how he wants to be loved.
If you love God you will follow his commandments.
Ex. Luther the separation of the commandments
Shemmi, “Love God and do as you please, the rest is commentary.

Application: 1t is simple to say but hard to do when you choose to love God with your following
of his laws. But what an incredible lesson it is when you show that at the end of the day, because
of your love for God, you GET to follow his laws, you do not HAVE to follow his laws.

Summation: If you love God and cling to him you will want to carefully follow his laws. This
becomes not a have to, but a get it. It was important for the Children of Israel to see their elders
loving God in this way.

Joshua 24:14-15

14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the
gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is
evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
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fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Emphasis added)

The people are instructed to: Fear the Lord (24:14), Serve faithfully and sincerely (24:14), Put
away idols (24:14) and Choose who you will serve. (24:15)

Let us look at these instructions, passed from Joshua, to the elders, to the people and were
supposed to be passed on to their children.

1. Fear the Lord

There is such a thing as healthy fear.
Obligatory Lewis quote: “Safe?” ... “Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he
isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.”*

Application: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 9:10) As we stand in awe
and the might, glory, and holiness of God, up and against our own sinful fallenness, we should
have fear of the Lord. And yet, the gospel frees us from our rightfully earned condemnation, to
marvel at his love, his goodness. In that we are safe. Parents, strive to reflect God well in being a,
sometimes, feared authority, with being a safe refuge for your kids. In that place they will not
only be able to learn wisdom from you, as you teach them, but they also will scale that up into
their own fear of the Lord.

2. Serve Him with Sincerity and Faithfulness

The Hebrew for sincerity can be understood in modern terms as high fidelity. A near
perfect copy.

Remember 2 Timothy 2:2 essentially, “copy me as I copy Jesus” Paul was so confident of
his sincerity, his fidelity to Christ, that he had no hesitation saying copy me.

Application: Our fidelity to Christ should be easily observed. Do as I say and not as I do, will not
work. Children copy before they can become original. Consider, what is the template you are
setting out? What are the boundaries of personal holiness you are setting forward? Do you
prioritize service to God or service to the things of this world? Or to put it another way, “where
your treasure is, there where your heart will be also.” (Matt 6:21) Where is your treasure when it
comes to your kids? Have you verbally said Jesus is Lord of all, but your actions and priorities
show a wildly different picture?

3. Put away idols
There were very obvious idols in Joshua’s time. An idol can be a good thing that becomes
a God thing. It demands of you time, energy, attention, emotion, finances. It is loving
creation rather than the creator (Rom 1:25)

C.S. Lewis, The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe



Application: In our culture idols are less obvious. We may not quite go to a shine or temple in an
easily recognizable way. But we all have them. An obvious one is sitting in your pocket right
now. How much time? How much money? How is your emotional state if you are separated from
it? Is that charging station a little shrine, with the ritual of bowing your head to unplug it, then
lifting its light to your face... I exaggerate slightly, but we live in a spiritual world fighting
against powers and principalities. What are the idols that are taking your families eyes off Christ
and on to them? Again good things, but terrible God things. Should you, take the leadership of
your kids and put them away? What other idols may have crept in? Is that university a temple
that you will sacrifice to on its promise of a good degree? Is that trophy of elite performance in
sport or music an idol that you are pursuing over your pursuit of loving God?

A positive look at putting away idols is to focus our worship on the glory of Christ. We
must stoke our affections for Him in such a way that he is above all things in this world.

John Owen: “Oh to behold the Glory of Christ! Here in would I live, Here in would I die,
here on would I dwell in my thoughts and my affections until all things
here below become as dead and deformed things, and in no longer, any
way, calling out for my affections”*

4. Choose Who you will Serve

Application: Just as Joshua chose for his house that they would serve the Lord. It is the duty of
parents to choose for their family that as a unit they will serve the Lord. There is a strange
hesitation on the part of parents to choose prioritizing service to God for their children when
there is no hesitation in choosing their clothing, food, education. God has placed children under
parental authority in his wisdom. Not the other way around. Is it possible that because of a
failure to declare and be a distinctly Christian family who serves the Lord children wander due
to a lack of direction? Parents choose for your children, give them that identity in Christ above
all else before the world tries to choose for them, all too soon.

Failure to Teach

If these commands had been kept and passed on and kept then we would have seen yet another
successful generation. Instead what we get is the book of Judges where early on (chapter 2) we
are given a recap or flashback of Joshua’s death and his generation juxtaposed with the following
generation.

*John Owen, The Glory of Christ



Judges 2:6-16

6 When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance to take
possession of the land. 7 And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days
of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the Lord had done for
Israel. 8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of 110 years. 9 And
they buried him within the boundaries of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of
Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash. 10 And all that generation also were gathered to their
fathers. And there arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord or the work
that he had done for Israel. 11 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord
and served the Baals. 12 And they abandoned the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had brought
them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples
who were around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the Lord to anger. 13 They
abandoned the Lord and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. 14 So the anger of the Lord was
kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold
them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their
enemies. 15 Whenever they marched out, the hand of the Lord was against them for harm, as the
Lord had warned, and as the Lord had sworn to them. And they were in terrible distress. 16 Then
the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them.

The placement is theological not chronological. Similar to the longer repeat of the sixth day of
creation in Genesis 2. The point is to draw our attention to the juxtaposition of 2:7 and 2:11*

The author wants us to see very clearly that the “faithful” generation did not teach their children
to follow God and left them in a world with temptations to sin and idolatry were rampant.

Notice how complete the failure at every point. The Law is broken:
God is not loved
No one fears God because they do not remember him
No service
The worship of idols
They choose the world and in the passive wrath of God they end up serving their enemies.

I am reminded of the observation sometimes attributed to the great theologian J. I. Packer about
the American Puritans and their own failure. He said, “The first generation loved the gospel, the
second generation assumed the gospel, the third generation hated the gospel.”

Parents, YOU teaching your kids matters. Outsourcing your child's spiritual growth to
“professionals” does not work. See deconstruction. Primary responsibility is yours, God gave

you, your own kids.

ILLUSTRATION OF TIMELINE WILL GO HERE

*ESV Expository Commentary



Conclusion

There is hope at the end of this passage in the demonstration of God’s faithfulness to His people.

Judges 2:16
16 Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them.

The passage, and indeed the book goes on to show again and again Gods faithfulness to his
faithless people. If God can rescue time and again these stubborn, sinful, idiotic people, call them
back to Himself, strengthen them to do what is right. Do you doubt that he cannot empower you
to teach your children, to choose for them, to work in their hearts by your example, that you raise
them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?

Consider all that God has equipped you with and pass that on to your children. Your Heavenly
Father has given you:

His Word

He has given you this church

He has given you teachers

He has given you His Son

He has given you His Spirit

The Father has given you Himself
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