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5] INTRODUCTION

Last time we saw three divine agents pay a visit to Abraham. God and two angels showed up
in a human form. After they stopped at Abraham’s home, their next mission was to exercise
judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah. God took the time to reveal His plan to Abraham. He
could have gone straight to the two cities without informing the man. It may seem to be a
detour of the bigger story about God’s promises to Abraham. God talked to Abraham because
He wanted the man to know Him more. Just like Abraham, we are on a training course to
deepen our faith. God allows us to question as to why He did or did not do certain things.
“Don’t ask; just believe” is not the right approach to spiritual growth. We can gain wisdom as
we wrestle tough questions in our minds. God spoke to Abraham face to face. Today, He
speaks to us through His Word. God’s purpose is the same in both cases, He discloses His
will so that we may desire after His way.

72 EXPLANATION
1. #FJE+E] God’s Plan (v. 16-21)

First, we see God’s plan for going to Sodom and Gomorrah. Let us read from verse 16 to 21.
God intended to destroy those cities for their serious sins. I encourage you to read chapter 19
in your free time if you want to know what kind of sins they committed. After finishing their
meal at Abraham’s home, the three visitors resumed their journey. The two angels headed out
first. God stayed and talked to Abraham. Three things in this dialog we should pay attention
to. First, why did God speak to Abraham? Verse 17 has a meaningful description: The Lord
said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what [ am about to do?”” Notice God did not say: “Let me
tell the man what I’m going to do.” Instead, He questioned Himself as if it were wrong to
keep it a secret. It is like you are eager to tell your best friends a major decision you have
made. In fact, the Bible calls Abraham a friend of God. James 2:23 says: And the Scripture
was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”-
and he was called a friend of God. God saw Abraham as a servant and a follower. But He
also knew the man as a friend. Similarly, Jesus called the disciples His friends at the Last
Supper. (You can refer to John 15:15.) Servants carry out the orders from their masters. They
know what to do but they may not know the reason behind the commands. In comparison,
friends communicate what is in their hearts because of their close relationship. We address
God as our Heavenly Father and Jesus our Lord. God sees us as children, and Jesus sees us as
His sheep. But they also treat us as friends. The Bible is not only an instruction manual for
our life. It is a personal letter for us to know God. The second thing we need to focus on is
what God wanted Abraham to learn from His message. God says in verse 19: “For I have
chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way
of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham what
he has promised him.” Remember God intended to bless all nations through Abraham. Those
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blessings include population, land and riches. But the biggest blessing is to build an eternal
relationship with God. Obedience is the obligation for followers in God’s covenant.
Blessings will come if they follow Abraham’s example to do what God sees as right. God
was using Sodom and Gomorrah as an object-lesson to teach Abraham His standards of
righteousness and justice. The third thing we will look at is how God would implement His
plan. Verse 20-21 is another interesting account: 20 Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry
against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21 I will go down to see
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, |
will know.” God heard the outcry from the two cities. Those cries were quite likely reactions
to suffering and injustice, and calls for help and justice. The scene reminds us of the misery
the Israelites faced many years later when they were slaves in Egypt. Exodus 2 says God’s
people cried out to Him when they were oppressed. Then God remembered the covenant He
made with Abraham, Issac and Jacob. Of course, God was not absent-minded or too busy and
He needed a reminder about His plans. The author uses a vivid way to describe God. He
would take action and help the defenseless people in Egypt and the two sinful cities. God
paid a trip to Sodom and Gomorrah before He exercised judgment. Verse 21 pictures God
like a detective who carries out an investigation. It is the principle of “a suspect is presumed
innocent until proven guilty.” A judge will not come to a verdict before the evidence has been
verified. Of course, God is the all-knowing Lord. He sees everything and He hears
everything. He did not need to go to two cities to look for proof of their sins. He was using a
way that Abraham could understand to communicate with him. God called Abraham His
friend. God also treats us as friends. Some people mistakenly think that God is a secret agent
who is good at catching us do wrong things, and a harsh judge who cannot wait to punish us.
God is in fact a loving and patient Father. He never stops leading us to walk in the right path.
That is why He gives us the Bible. It helps us think and do things like God does. Truth does
not restrict our so-called rights. Rather, it outlines our freedom in Christ. Those who are in
the Lord are free from the bondage of sin, and they can freely live a life that pleases God. All
that God requires of us are for our good. It does not matter what your preferences are,
because ultimately we must submit to God’s righteousness. Obedience is the condition for
His blessings. People see God’s commands as optional and impractical because they are self-
centered. They may argue that we cannot be kind to everyone, lest we may be taken
advantage of. They also suggest that we cannot be honest all the time or else people will
cheat us. Being simple-minded does not mean we should be naive. Being wise and cautious
go hand in hand. God prepared Abraham to become a model of faith to future generations.
Similarly, you are a living Bible to the people around you. Apostle Paul says our lives are
like a drama to the outside world. Your kids, relatives, classmates, coworkers, friends and
neighbors are watching you. People will connect your faith to your conduct when they know
that you are a Christian. Let us be people who do not only know what we should do, but also
do what we know.

2. AHYZRSK Man’s Plea (v. 22-33)

God shared His plan about destroying the two cities. In response, Abraham presented his plea
for mercy. Listen to verse 22 to 33. Abraham gradually lowered his bottom-line in the



negotiation process. Let us look at a few things. First, the basis of Abraham’s argument.
Look at verse 25 again: “Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death
with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do what is just?” God has the full right to punish wicked people. No
one can deny that. However, it may seem unfair for Him to punish righteous people along
with the sinful ones. Those upright people may even be victims of sins. Therefore, Abraham
thought that God should spare the two cities for the sake of the righteous people living there.
Second, Abraham’s courage. He was not shy to bring his request before God. At the same
time, he remained respectful. He admitted that he was like dust and ashes before God (v. 27).
He asked God twice not to be angry with him (v. 30 and 32). However, Abraham also knew
the urgent situation. The whole population would be doomed if he did not raise his concerns.
Of course, those citizens had no idea that someone unknown to them was begging for their
lives. Third, Abraham’s persistence. He reduced the number from 50 to 45, then 40, 30, 20
and finally 10. He repeated his plea six times! Surely, he was not trying to wear God down.
He was not like a boy dragging his dad’s clothes in Walmart and he will not let go until his
father buys him a toy. The scene reminds us of Jesus’ parable in Luke 18. A widow filed her
case to the court against an opponent. The judge neither feared God nor did he care about
people. He simply ignored the woman’s request. But the lady kept bugging the official.
Finally, the judge reasoned that he should settle the case to stop her from bothering him.
Jesus gives the moral of the story in verses 7-8: 7 “And will not God give justice to his

elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will give
justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
earth?”” Unlike the judge in the parable, God cares about people in their miseries. He will
execute a swift judgment. Pay attention to the end of verse 8. Jesus asked if He can find faith
on earth, meaning faithful people. The widow put her faith in even a lousy judge. Will
believers put their trust in a loving God? Sometimes there seems to be a delay in God’s
answer. But God has His own schedule. He judged Sodom and Gomorrah at the right time.
One day, Jesus will also judge the world. 2 Peter 3:9 explains why Jesus has not done so yet:
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you,
not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. God is giving us
more time to share the gospel so that more people will be saved. While God has unlimited
grace, there is a deadline for people’s repentance. Abraham stopped his plea at ten people.
Perhaps he had Lot’s family in mind. They might be the only righteous people in Sodom.
Abraham thought it would be fair for God to condemn the two cities if He could not even
find ten upright people. God continued His journey after the conversation with Abraham.
What can we learn from this story? Let me suggest a few lessons. Number 1, we should
plead for God’s mercy instead of asking Him for justice. Abraham did not ask God to punish
the wicked people because they deserved it. Instead, Abraham begged God to spare everyone
for sake of the righteous people. We commit different sins to various degrees of severity. Hell
is the only destination we should go. No one is qualified to go to heaven. We are saved by
God’s grace. We should pray that God will show mercy to other non-believers. Number 2
faithful people pray faithfully. Abraham pleaded on behalf of the people he did not even
know. A majority of them were filthy sinners. Similarly, besides praying for the seekers we
know, we have the privilege to pray for the fallen world too. We feel helpless about the
crimes in this country. We are scared of the threats from overseas enemies. Ultimate peace




can only be found in Jesus. Only God can change people’s hearts. People can live peacefully
with one another only when they are reconciled with God. Number 3, add repetition to your
petitions. God delights in our prayers. He will listen when we talk to Him. Delay does not
necessarily mean a denial from God. Therefore, do not give up too soon. Even before God
gives us what we ask for, He wants us to know His heart. Prayer is not a shopping list. Prayer
is more like a phone call with a good friend. But do not just keep talking. We must learn to
listen to God too. He may not speak in an audible voice. More than likely, He will guide our
thoughts to relevant Bible verses and reply to us. Prayer is an active way to build a
relationship with God. Number 4, God has a final verdict to sin. He resumed His trip to
Sodom and Gomorrah after allowing Abraham to present his plea. Jesus will surely come
back and exercise judgment. We seldom think about a coming storm when we are in smooth-
sailing. You have various insurance policies to cover potential losses. Any financial planner
will advise you to set aside some emergency fund for unexpected repairs or accidents. If you
care about the current life, should you not care much more about eternal life? The Bible says
TODAY is the day of salvation. God’s grace is always available to you now. Accept Jesus
today. Do not wait!

4% CONCLUSION

God discloses His will so that we may desire after His way. Getting to know Him does not
only enrich our knowledge. It should also motivate us to obey Him. Several thousand years
have passed since Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed. Unfortunately, our world is still full
of injustice. Innocent people suffer, some crimes are unsolved and offenders get away. We
ask: Where is God when people are hurting? Why does He not do something to stop evil?
Two weeks ago Charlie Kirk was assassinated while he was leading a public forum at a
college in Utah. A 31-year-old man left with a wife and two young children. Kirk was an
outspoken believer. His passion was to blend Christian perspectives with conservative
political views. He shared the truth with gentleness but no fear. He was an influential figure
to young people. Kirk died what he lived for. He wanted to shed light to those who live in
darkness. He hoped that more people would come to know Jesus. In one interview, Kirk
admitted that the more he walked with Jesus, the more convinced that he was an absolute
sinner. But the Lord showed mercy to him. Then he added: “I pray for every single person to
be able to find the same sort of redemption and meaning and connection that I have had, have
right now.” Kirk knew God’s heart. The Lord has all the right to condemn sinners. Yet He
hopes to see people return to Him. How can justice and grace coexist? The two virtues
intersect at the cross. God laid all the punishments we should receive on His Son. One sinless
Child replaced all other sinful children. Jesus died so that those who receive Him will have a
new life. You can have an eternal relationship with the Lord today. Confess your sins and
accept this free gift of salvation by faith. As for our brothers and sisters: we may lose hope
on our world, but do not lose hope on our Lord. Like Abraham did: we must pray for God’s
mercy on the spiritually lost. Only God can awaken their souls and help them realize that
they need Jesus.
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