Standing Tall before the Rising Antichrist 10/5/2025
TEXT: Daniel 6:1-10 & 28

Daniel is a picture of a faithful Christian. Cyrus is a type of the antichrist (2 Chronicles, Ezra,
Isaiah, & Daniel). The tomb of Cyrus is still found in modern day Iran. For over 2,500 years the
tomb has withstood windstorms and earthquakes. The form of the building is so extraordinary
the people of the country often call it “the court of the devil.” Alexander the Great visited this
tomb. One of the inscriptions on the tomb claims, here lies Cyrus, “king of kings.” The Iranians
consider Cyrus the founder of the Persian empire. They celebrate Cyrus the Great Day every
October 29.

3 Thus says the Lord, I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches from secret places...,
4 ...Though you do not know me... (Isaiah 45:3—4)

Just as the Antichrist makes a treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27), so Cyrus allows the Hebrews to
return home and rebuild their temple.

Will we see the Antichrist?

1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to
Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by
letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any
means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away (apostacy) comes first, and the man of
sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called
God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is
God. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-4)

ETS (Essence of the Text in a Sentence): Daniel faithfully lived for God in a wicked time.

ESS (Essence of the Sermon in a Sentence): We need to stay true to God as the world grows
darker.

How? Three Safeguards.

1. BE A GOOD PERSON
See verse 4

...the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night... (Revelation
12:10)

Two pastors have recently had moral failures (promiscuity and embezzlement).



But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s
delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs
that he might not defile himself. (Daniel 1:8)

Courage is contagious.

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend
ourselves before you. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is
able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. 18 But even if he doesn’t, we
want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the
gold statue you have set up.” (Daniel 3:16—-18; New Living Translation)

Paul said the thing I want to do, I don’t do AND the thing I don’t want to do, I do.

William Barclay said, “Every man is a walking civil war.”

Samuel Chadwick said, “The Christian religion is hopeless without the Holy Ghost.”

II. BE A SPIRIT PERSON

See verse 3, Darius the Mede observed.

Belshazzar ’s wife said, “There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God.
And in the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods,
were found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar your father—your father the king—made him
chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers.” (Daniel 5:11)

Nebuchadnezzar said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that the Spirit of the
Holy God is in you, and no secret troubles you, explain to me the visions of my dream that [ have

seen, and its interpretation.” (Daniel 4:9)

Tongues are not the sign to look for! It’s not how high you jump on Sunday, it's how straight you
walk on Monday!

The fruit of the Spirit Galatians 5:22-23. Make sure your lamp has oil in it!

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit. (Ephesians
5:18)

To be continually filled with the Spirit we must pray without ceasing.
III. BE APRAYING PERSON
Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with

his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed
and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. (Daniel 6:10)



So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. (Luke 5:16)

Daniel by this time was about 85 years old. He had seen a lot of trouble in his day, but he learned
to trust God in every storm.

Now the king was exceedingly glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out
of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever was found on him,
because he believed in his God. (Daniel 6:23)

CONCLUSION

The more I see those scars the more I love him! The lion’s den became a petting zoo.

17 ...Also I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 18 And the Lord will deliver me... (2
Timothy 4:17-18)

He was delivered. He will deliver me.

Last summer in Butler, Pennsylvania President Trump was delivered. Three weeks ago Charlie
Kirk was also delivered. Job says your death day is better than your birthday.

“And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end shall be
saved.” (Mark 13:13)

Some of us God will take out. Some of us God will take through. For God we live and for God
we die. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is depicted. Daniel was in the tomb one night, but Jesus
was in His tomb three nights. Death is a deliverance just as Jesus arose from the grave.

A storm came up on a tour boat on Lake Erie. Everyone panicked but one older woman. Why?!
“I have two daughters. One lives in Buffalo, the other lives in heaven; and it really doesn’t matter

to me which one I see first!”

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they
did not love their lives to the death. (Revelation 12:11)

...the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits. (Daniel 11:32)
Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. (Daniel 6:28)

You too can stand tall before the rising antichrist. You must be a good person but to be a good
person you must be a Spirit person. And to be a Spirit person you must be a praying person.
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