ki K #E Apostrophe from Catastrophe 10/12/25
B2 Genesis 19:1-29

5] INTRODUCTION

Before we proceed, let me briefly explain the sermon title. An apostrophe is a punctuation
mark that serves two functions. First, it indicates possession. For example, we say this
building is God’s house. It can also be used for omission of words. Instead of saying “I do
not know” we can use “I don’t know.” Apostrophe is also a Greek word that means turn away
from. The prefix “apo” stands for “from.” And “strophe” means “turn away.” Altogether, the
sermon title refers to dodging from a disaster. The catastrophe in view is the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah. Remember God and two angels appeared as humans and went to
Abraham’s home. God told Abraham about the coming judgment of the two cities. The man
then pleaded for God’s mercy. He asked God to spare everyone if He could find a certain
number of righteous people there. Abraham began from 50 people, and he ended at ten.
Afterward, the two angels continued their journey to Sodom. The story today focuses on Lot,
Abraham’s nephew. The series of events help solidify something Abraham knew about God.
Since God is holy and righteous, He will deal with sin. The passage talks about sexual
relationship, in particular, homosexual inclination. God defines homosexual activity as a sin.
Before we condemn homosexuality, we need to realize that we are all sinners. We just
commit different sins. Without God’s grace, we will be judged.

fiZ¥E EXPLANATION
1. BEE Perversion

God planned to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah due to the perversion of sinners. Let me read
from verse 1 to 11. The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening. Lot happened to be at
the city gate. He invited the two travelers to stay overnight in his home. He surely knew how
dangerous it would be to sleep in the open. He served the guests some unleavened bread,
possibly because there was no time to raise dough. In contrast to Lot’s hospitality, the locals
showed hostility. All the men, young and old, from all over the town surrounded Lot’s house.
Verse 5 tells us what they wanted: And they called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to
you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may know them.” Did they want to sip coffee with
the two strangers to get to know each other? The word “know” in both Hebrew and Greek
can mean sexual union. You can look up examples like Genesis 4:1 and Matthew 1:25. The
crowd wanted to have intimate relationships with the two visitors. We confirm that from
Lot’s reply in verses 7-8: 7 ...“I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. 8 Behold, I
have two daughters who have not known any man. Let me bring them out to you, and do to
them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for they have come under the shelter of
my roof.” It is unthinkable that a father would use his unmarried daughters in exchange for
two strangers! There may be two reasons behind that proposal. First, Lot followed an ancient
custom that a host had the obligation to protect his guests at all costs. Second, Lot was
affected by the wicked culture that it was fine to sacrifice his own children. But how can you
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please some vicious bullies who were determined to attack innocent people? They would not
give up unless they satisfied their evil appetite. Just then, the angels pulled Lot back into the
house. They also made the people blind so that they could not even find the entrance. The
scene was noisy and chaotic. It cannot be clearer that homosexual activity was their intent. In
fact, Sodom is so well-known for the sin that we now call such behavior as Sodomy. God
strongly prohibits such sin in the Bible. His command can be found in Leviticus 18:22 and
Romans 1:26-27. Some of you know that sin can be defined as “missing the target.” You
cannot get a full score if you do not hit the bullseye when shooting an arrow. We cannot live
up to God’s perfect standard because we are sinners. An alternative meaning of sin is to
satisfy a natural need in a way God forbids. For instance, going to work is a proper way to
make a living. Whereas, stealing is not only a crime, it is also a sin. Other examples are
worshipping the one true God versus bowing to idols, and having babies from a marriage
versus getting pregnant outside of a marriage. The world tells us that a homosexual
relationship is just a different lifestyle. People should freely choose whether they prefer a
partner of the same or opposite gender, with or without marriage. They say it is an expression
of love! There is nothing wrong as long as people do not hurt anyone. How should Christians
look at the matter? As we said earlier, homosexual behavior is one of the many sins. Only
God has the right to judge people. We are only referring to God’s law when we call
something a sin. We need to remember that we were ignorant sinners before Jesus saved us.
We can accept people without condoning their sins. Only Jesus has the power to wash away
all of our sins. The core of all sins is pride. It is the desire to live a self-centered and not a
God-centered life. People with such mentality want to do whatever they like. However, we
give up the ownership of our life to Jesus when we accept Him. That is why we call Him
Lord. From now on it is no longer my interests, my choices, my body and my life.
Everything we have are gifts from God. We use all that He gives us for the sake of His glory.

2. ¥4 Persuasion

Sodom and Gomorrah were doomed for destruction due to people’s perversion. But God
gave them a final chance to repent. We see people react differently to the last persuasion.
Listen to verse 12-17. The two angels told Lot to inform family members to run for their
lives. He thought of his two future sons-in-law. Verse 14 tells us their response: ...“Up! Get
out of this place, for the Lord is about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law
to be jesting. The two men thought Lot was kidding. They might think: “What destruction?
There is no sign. Everything is as usual. People are still having fun.” They totally rejected the
threat. The two messengers urged Lot to gather his wife and two daughters and leave right
way. But Lot was hesitant. Look at verse 16: But he lingered. So the men seized him and his
wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought
him out and set him outside the city. The angels had to grab Lot’s family by hand and pull
them out. Why was Lot reluctant to leave? Perhaps he did not want to give up on what
Sodom could offer. It could be factors like the convenience of city life, business partnership
he built with the locals and the future marriage life of his two daughters. Besides some
personal reasons, 2 Peter 2:7-8 give us another possibility: 7 ...he rescued righteous Lot,
greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived



among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that
he saw and heard). Peter describes Lot as a righteous man. He did not blend in to the
immoral culture of Sodom. He was crushed in his heart by what he saw daily. He might try to
persuade his neighbors to turn to God just like he persuaded his future sons-in-law.
Throughout history, God keeps sending out gospel messengers. For example, Paul wrote two
letters to encourage his disciple, Timothy. He gives the young evangelist some final remarks
in 2 Timothy 4:2-4 — 2 Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when
people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the
truth and wander off into myths. We can substitute “preach the word” with “share the
gospel.” God gives the task to every Christian. Paul told Timothy to seize every opportunity
and use different approaches to do so. However, Paul cautioned Timothy upfront that people
would not listen. We may ask: then why bother? For one, he encouraged Timothy so that he
would not to be frustrated by the lack of results. It was not because he did not work hard
enough, but it was because his listeners would not believe. For the same reason, we should
not be surprised when people show little interest or even turn hostile when we tell them about
Jesus. We might behave the same way before we became Christians! Our goal is not to
convert people. Only the Holy Spirit has the power to cause repentance. Our objective is to
convey the message, and let God work in people’s hearts. The world will only turn colder to
the gospel. Satan floods people’s minds with treasures and pleasure. They are too busy
earning money, then spending money. The only future in their minds is retirement but not
eternity. Christians can buy into the same lies too if we are not careful. Why do we chase
after things that cannot be carried to heaven? Why are we hesitant to let go of stuff that is
temporary? We live in a fallen world. However, in our minds we must flee from “Sodom.”
We can attract people to Jesus only when we are changed inside and out to be more like Him.
We can have true joy even when we suffer loss, we have true peace despite the threats around
us and we have a real hope no matter how corrupt the world will become. Our witness can be
more effective when people see that our manner aligns with our message.

3. Z&H| Perdition

God had determined to destroy Sodom because of the perversion of its people. We see final
persuasions urging people to escape from the coming catastrophe. Eventually, perdition
happened. The angels told Lot’s family to flee to the mountains. However, Lot reasoned that
they could not make it in time. Therefore, he asked the angels for permission to take shelter
at a nearby town called Zoar. We pick up the reading from verse 23 to 29. God’s judgment
began soon after Lot’s family reached Zoar. God rained down burning sulfur from the sky to
consume Sodom and Gomorrah. Flammable natural resource in the area helped spread the
fire. Genesis 14:10 tells us: Now the Valley of Siddim was full of bitumen pits... Bitumen is
a waterproof substance. At that time people used it as a sealant for roofs and boats. It is
combustible in nature. The fire from the sky and fuel on the ground quickly consumed the
two cities. Sadly, Lot’s wife did not survive. Verse 26 says: But Lot's wife, behind him,
looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. She perished because she disobeyed the angel’s



clear warning. Why did she look back? Was she curious about what was happening? Or was
it because she could not let go of Sodom? Perhaps both. But Lot was spared from the
catastrophe due to God’s faithfulness. God remembered the prayer of Abraham to protect
righteous people. The man witnessed a spectacular display of God’s holiness. It reinforces
the notion that sin has a consequence. This is the second large scale judgment from God. The
first one being Noah’s flood. Both catastrophes point to God’s final judgment at the return of
Jesus. The Lord mentioned it multiple times in the gospels. For example, Jesus talked about
the future disasters in Luke 17. Then He refers to the flood in verses 26-27: 26 “Just as it was
in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 They were eating and
drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark,
and the flood came and destroyed them all.” The water came suddenly and covered the whole
world. Next, Jesus relates that to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in verses 28-30:

28 “Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot — they were eating and drinking, buying and
selling, planting and building, 29 but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and
sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all — 30 so will it be on the day when the Son
of Man is revealed.” Just like the flood, fire came down without notice and consumed
everything. In both cases, people did not believe God’s judgment was coming. Therefore,
they continued a normal life and did nothing to protect themselves. Jesus warned us that the
situation will be very similar at His return. He will come suddenly, and His judgment will be
quick and complete. God will use fire instead of water to cleanse the world. Everything
visible will be burned away. The only valuable item remains is your soul. The question is:
how can we get ready for Jesus’ arrival? Our mentality should not be: eat, drink and be happy
for life is short. Christians should not be pessimistic and lazy either, thinking that the world
will come to an end anyway. Rather, we should live today’s life with a heavenly perspective.
We work hard in our responsibilities, knowing that we serve our Heavenly Boss by serving
the earthly boss. We understand that the future reward from God is much more worthy and
long-lasting than any raise, promotion and year-end bonus. We can enjoy the fruits of our
labor and relationships without turning them into idols and the only goals in life. Though we
live in the world, our mindset should not be polluted by the world.

455w CONCLUSION

Since God is holy and righteous, He will deal with sin. Once there was a warning that a
forest fire was approaching a residential area. People immediately grabbed all they could and
escaped. After the disaster, home-owners returned to their houses to salvage personal
belongings. Items that were valuable before now became ashes, otherwise they were
deformed in the heat. One lady noticed something intact under the debris. It was a ceramic
vase. She wondered why it was not burnt up. The reason is simple: the vase went into the
furnace when it was made from clay. After it had gone through the heat once, it can
withstand a fire. As Christians, we should not be afraid of the coming judgment. It is because
Jesus took the heat for us. He suffered and died for our sins. But He rose three days later.
Jesus can make you fire-proof for God’s judgment too. Confess your sins to Him, and receive
Him by faith as your Savior and Lord. The result will be forgiveness of sin and eternal life.
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