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5]& INTRODUCTION

Mistakes can humble us. They make us realize that we are limited in certain ways. However, as
someone said: “Those who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it.” Abraham had a lot
of lessons to learn too. In our story today, he committed the same sin he did in chapter 12. In
both cases, he lied to a king that Sarah was his sister and not his wife. He did so because he was
afraid that people would kill him and steal his wife. Chapter 20 says Abraham’s household
moved to the Negev, which is near the southern border of Canaan. Abraham met a king called
Abimelech, which means “my father is king.” It could be a title similar to Pharoah and Caesar,
and not his name. Abimelech took Sarah to be a future wife. He might see Sarah as a gift for
building trade partnership with Abraham. What was at stake was more than losing a wife.
Abraham could have lost a son that God promised to give through Sarah. Once again, God came
to Abraham’s rescue. A man lacked the courage to protect his wife. But God stepped in and
preserved the heir of the family. He is patient and gracious. He treats us that same way He dealt
with Abraham. God allows His children to face one challenge after another to mature our faith.
Through it all, we and Abraham must learn that God remains faithful to us even when we are
fearful to people.

f#¥% EXPLANATION
1. B1E FHY¥EIEE Conversation with the King (v. 1-7)

God stopped the king from getting Sarah through a conversation in a dream. Let me read from
verse 1 to 7. People in the ancient world believed that gods revealed important information
through dreams. In Abimelech’s dream, God accused the man and said: “Dude, you are a dead
meat for seizing a married woman!”” Abimelech defended himself by saying that he was fooled
by Abraham. God knew that Abimelech was innocent. But he must return Sarah to Abraham, or
else all the people in his country would perish. God frustrated Abimelech’s plan in two ways.
First, listen to verse 6: ...“Yes, | know that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and
it was I who kept you from sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her.” We do not
know how God prevented Abimelech from committing adultery. Perhaps He kept Abimelech
busy with civil duties or business deals. God could have inflicted Abimelech with some diseases.
In doing so, God protected Sarah. There was no doubt that Abraham was the father of Isaac.
Besides restricting the king’s actions, God also withheld some women’s wombs. Verse 17 and 18
tell us that God made the queen and all the servant girls unable to have babies. It could be a
random event if one or two ladies had that problem. But a widespread issue would catch people’s
attention. God had a conversation with Abimelech in a dream. In the Bible, God also talked to
other people in dreams. For example, God did so to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. God told
the king that there is a Supreme King over everything in heaven. Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged
that Jehovah was superior to all other gods. However, he remained prideful. He asked everyone
to bow before a statue made in his image. He thought that he created the country with his own
hands. God then disciplined the king. His mind was confused and he lived like a wild animal. He
came to his senses later. Afterward, he humbled himself before the one true God and praised Him
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in Daniel 4:34-35 — 34 ...His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures
from generation to generation; 35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he
does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and
none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?” God knows how to teach us. We
can learn it the right way. We can also learn it the hard way like Nebuchadnezzar did. The king of
a great empire must submit himself before the King of all kings. God talked to pagan kings like
Abimelech and Nebuchadnezzar. God works in ways we cannot see or predict. He is mindful of
global affairs and our personal life. When He speaks, we better listen. He can show us His will
through different ways. First is intervention. He blocked Abimelech’s plan to acquire Sarah. God
may stop us, then redirect us to a different path. Perhaps He does so by calling off a relationship
or business deal. In some cases, we failed to take action before a deadline. Second, God can also
put an interruption to our schedule. He used some means to keep Abimelech from getting close
to Sarah. Our plans can be postponed by a traffic jam, flight delay, weather conditions or minor
sickness. It is possible that God asks us to rest. We can take the time to fine-tune our approach or
consider different options. Besides stopping us or slowing us down, the third way that God
communicates with us is through interaction. He talked to Abimelech in a dream. Today, God
speaks to us through the Bible. It gives us instructions on how to please God, and things we
should stay away from. Moreover, other people’s experience and testimonies can inspire us.
Perhaps their stories show that qualities such as honesty, kindness, loyalty and love still exist in a
cruel world. We can be motivated to become better people by living out Biblical principles.

2. HERT-HYE % Condemnation of the Liar (v. 8-13)

God had a conversation with king Abimelech. The man treated the message seriously. Next, we
see a condemnation of Abraham the liar. Let us hear the reading of verse 8 to 13. Abimelech
called his officials for an emergency meeting. They were all afraid when the king told them
about the dream. God would punish their nation unless they made things right. Abimelech then
summoned Abraham and condemned him. His good moral character is a stark contrast to
Abraham’s dishonesty. A non-believer was more righteous than a follower of God! Abimelech
gave Abraham a chance to tell the truth. Abraham explained in verse 11: ““...There is no fear of
God at all in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.” Since Abraham was so afraid
that the worst situation might happen, he came up with a plan early on. Skip to verse 13: “And
when God caused me to wander from my father’s house, I said to her, ‘This is the kindness you
must do me: at every place to which we come, say of me, “He is my brother.”””” Abraham was
guilty for two offenses — he lied to the king and he asked Sarah to do the same thing. Although
Sarah was his half-sister, her status had been changed after marriage! It showed that Abraham
loved his life more than his wife. He stumbled when fear overcame his faith. When Abraham left
his hometown, he abandoned the gods he worshipped in the past and he also lost the protection
of his clan. From then on, he must bow down to Jehovah and find refuge in Him. Abraham must
give up his old way of using lies as a survival tactic. He must witness the God of truth to others
by living a truthful life. Abraham should be surprised to meet an upright king in a foreign land.
God was sending the man a signal that some people would actually appreciate his honesty. God
would continue to watch over him no matter what. He proved to be faithful to Abraham on a few
occasions: He reserved Canaan for Abraham even though Lot picked a fertile land, He helped
Abraham defeat enemies and saved Lot and He resolved the conflict between Sarah and Hagar at
the birth of Ishmael. Abraham must recall those experience and trust God. He lied because he



was more afraid of people than God. Peter fell flat for the same reason. He lied three times when
people asked if he knew Jesus. He even swore that he had no relationship with the Lord. When a
rooster crowed, Peter remembered he told Jesus earlier that he would never betray his Master
even if others did. At that moment, Peter’s pride was completely shattered. He ran out and cried
bitterly. After the resurrection, Jesus graciously restored Peter’s faith. He then became a different
person. He boldly proclaimed the truth. He was not afraid of the religious leaders. They
threatened Peter and John not to preach about Jesus. They answered in Acts 4:19-20 - 19 ...
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20
for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” They were saying: “Do whatever you
want to us. But we will never stop telling people about Jesus because it is the truth.” Peter
learned his lesson and put his trust in God. We often hesitate between believing in ourselves and
believing in God. It is so tempting to use lies to get an easy way out. For example, we blame
others when we committed a mistake and we excuse that we are too busy when we fail to fulfill a
promise made to others. Sin will find us. What we did in secret will be exposed in the open. It is
because God wants us to face the consequence of sin so that we will overcome the temptation to
sin next time. When we learn from our mistakes, we will choose God’s way over our way. In
Christ, we have left our sinful past. Lying should not be part of our character. When we say that
we follow God’s direction, we must also follow His directives. The Holy Spirit will change our
minds when we lean on Him. Then our behaviors will be consistent to our beliefs.

3. BIESAEHI{E Compensation for the Loss (v. 14-18)

God had a conversation with Abimelech. Abraham received condemnation for his lie. Finally,
compensation was made for the loss. For that we will read verse 14 to 18. Abimelech gave
Abraham animals and slaves. Then he said to Sarah in verse 16: ...“Behold, I have given your
brother a thousand pieces of silver. It is a sign of your innocence in the eyes of all who are with
you, and before everyone you are vindicated.” He called Abraham “your brother” instead of
“your husband,” perhaps as a ridicule to the liar. A thousand pieces of silver is about 25 pounds.
It was a lot of money considering that Abraham spent 400 shekels later to purchase a cave to
bury Sarah at her death. We see a few things happening in the resolution process. First,
Abimelech took the initiative and reconciled with the couple. In verse 15, he welcomed the
family to stay in his land. Quite possibly he wanted to maintain a good relationship with
Abraham so that they could be business partners. Second, the king removed Sarah’s shame. He
openly testified that she did nothing wrong, and he did not take advantage of her. She was only a
victim of her husband’s lie. Third, Abimelech’s conscience was restored. He did not have any
guilt before God because he obeyed God’s command and returned Sarah to Abraham. Fourth, the
curse on the ladies was also reversed. Abraham prayed for God’s healing so that they could have
babies again. Abraham served the role of a prophet just like God told Abimelech in his dream.
This is the first time we see the title of prophet in the Bible. A prophet receives messages from
God and foretells the future. On a broader scale, a prophet plays the role of a middleman
between God and people. Abraham asked God to heal the women. It confirmed that the medical
problem was due to a spiritual cause. God implicitly proved to the couple that He had the power
to create life. Therefore, Sarah’s pregnancy and the birth of Isaac would surely take place.
Abraham made a mess. But Abimelech made a compensation for the loss. It tells us that sin has
its consequence, and something must be done to correct it. Suppose a factory is built next to our
church. The owner dumps the sewage into our pond. Before long, clear water will turn murky,



fish will die and our neighbors will smell bad odor. Some work must be done to fix the problems.
First, the dirty water must be cut off from its source. The owner has to connect the drainage to
the city’s sewer line. Second, he must also purify the water by pumping the waste out. It will
only get worse if he ignores the situation. Of course, eventually the city and the EPA will charge
him a fine. One way or the other, someone must pay the price for the wrong. Pollution disturbs
the ecosystem. Similarly, sin will smear God’s glory. Romans 3:23-24 is a familiar passage to us:
23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. We are natural-born sinners. Our sin nature is
played out in various ways. The common sin we have is not to acknowledge God as our
Heavenly Father. We deserve God’s judgment. However, the penalty fell on Jesus. How could it
be? It is because the compensation is so big that no one is able to pay for it. Good works, titles in
the world, money and nothing else count. But Jesus died once and for all to compensate the loss
to the Father due to our sins. Those who confess their sins to Jesus and accept His salvation
grace will be saved. We take responsibility for our sins when we make a confession. It takes
honesty to repent to God. We cannot make any excuse in front of the all-knowing God. But it
takes humility too when we apologize to the people we have offended. We put down our pride
and say “I’m sorry.” But that is just the first step. Just like Abimelech did to Abraham, a
subsequent step is to compensate the loss. It can be money, property or reputation. The
relationship is reconciled when the other party offers forgiveness.

4&5m CONCLUSION

God remains faithful to us even when we are fearful to people. Abraham assumed there would be
danger when he ventured to a foreign place. People would kill him and seize his wife. So he
asked Sarah to rehearse a lie to prepare for the worse. We can easily be paralyzed by unknown
fear. Once a high-school student won the first-prize at a science fair. He presented his topic in the
form of a petition. He convinced people to sign their names and urge the government to exercise
a stricter control or even ban a chemical compound named dihydrogen monoxide. He listed the
reasons: 1. It is a major component in acid rain; 2. It contributes to soil erosion; 3. It can cause
severe burns in its gas form; 4. It has been found in tumors of terminal cancer patients. Of the
fifty people the student asked, 43 supported the ban, 6 were undecided and only 1 person knew
what the compound is. Dihydrogen monoxide is actually water. It is in any type of rain. Too
much rain will cause soil erosion. Boiling water turns it to steam, and it can scorch your skin.
Water is found in any cell, healthy or cancerous ones. Even though the reasons the student lists
are based on facts, they are incomplete information. Fear can cloud our minds and lead us to
irrational actions. We must always go back to the truth. God promised to bless Abraham. He
would have many descendants. How could that be accomplished if he or Sarah lost their lives? In
the same way, we must read God’s Word and let the truth sink into our minds. The truth will set
us free from fear. Then we will not compromise our faith in critical situations.



BT Reuse of Ruse 10/19/25
A= Genesis 20

5]& INTRODUCTION

sHERAE (EHMRR A T2 - s M B B O SRR - 280 » 4
NFTER D AR S TR RGN N > SieEE AR - | ae BT S UER
FEE - AESRAVICE S » MEHE T AESS 12 EATUAYIE - FEMREF0 - AT
B T o SRRV - A EMHVET - sk HERAE AN
e UM MR IETEMAYEE T o 55 20 ERCHEL > na{HAFHRE] TRt o A EHY
2l DY (S EAVEESS 2 L g VA USLR L1 5lob 8 [ 5 SRRl oo N ) R D) =¥V =

P REVAGERR T 0 ATREAR R AR - BUAEEEA > EIEMAY R o Sak
RENRHBI T 2 - TREEMREE - MR REIEILE Rl (AR ZR L 5 SR ARy
&) - maf A HBAERFET - M RE R A EREERUL TR 5T - ZR0M
R E A R - —(E5B A BERMREMAVZET - H A /T
TIE(EZERIE R - (e A RN AR © HUEERERF r BRI o IREEERI
{5 o FHAETAAEY S 20— RO —RATPRER - B MRS DR - s —
Pz > an{AHr AT RERE - GeikMIE R A EEARRHEE -

fi#f# EXPLANATION

1. EAE T AY¥EFEE Conversation with the King (v. 1-7)

S o B S - MRPHAPEE AL - SRR FIRE RIS 1 2155 7 67 - Sy
MNEEHEEBPHURERENEE - (ESTIEEREORE) - 5 TREBEAE

THY > AETIE? | sEtoREI A E CREE - SR BRI TR T o tikE kL
RENEFR B > B ARG RIS A PREEE R Y AR

PR T AP T e RN AVETE] - 55— > SEHESS 6 BliHYaE © ... | IRAIEIRELE
FELHIEE » FAME TR REIREIEI > BT EOEEA - 5 BFIAH
EHEAAPH 1R RE EEoREN U2 ZHYIE © EFEMITN A EERR S - B s
fe ERAELIR - EAEELETTR o H0REE TR > AR T DS s R AR AR
ST o BR T PRBILEVITED > 55 17 R0 I B ealfdkdM » il LIS RIFT A i L B A1
Z2 o AR A —RE AR (EEE - ET R0 s - BERS NG ARERFER
> LG S HEAMTER - s thEdoa PEoR SRS - AEE T - it G2 E
il NSk - Pl > (S fm et R et A 2 T aRUR - st > R EA—
fIEESNEL > GEEA - JefiHeHuKE IR E R — DRI - (EA7R5E
HR - Mian o NRBEMIZAE M > s Rt —F I T RREIR - fRE
EAUM > (EfETEEEL - GEE Rt AE - RARMIREEE - WAEEDEE



4:34-35 PERELEC - B AVEM 1 34 . T AVRETE AT RYETFETE
Lo 35 M EFTAYERAEHES - £X EEEME ERERS > tEEEC
WEETTE « MAREMEM T > SCRIMhaR - (RIEHEE 2 ) (HRE R BT -
AT LI IE RGN - o] DG eAn et - & —FRERERAVIERS - 281 -
SRR AT EIHAE L AR T RHAT o Y ESMTE L - 0otk
BRIEAT H EREEES - V(e Ry WP EMATREE A TH - hRE O RS
WRELOFAE ANRAE - E ety - FFI/ERREE - g BB FERY a8
Bty 5= - 50 10 - fifH IR saEE R RUAGL - 14t AT RERH (3%
9 - ARG EIRFTE RS —REE - SETHFEE—ERRERE 25 - AR
{Fggis TEUEH T » S5 > R DUTEERMIAVITEE © tth{sE AR5 2 s PR S fi
ERETRRAL o FMHVET ST RE G N R SCmEEZE ~ MIDEERR ~ KSR B LBy
M THT - BETHEZERMRE - R SR EM G ZE - bk T IEIEEUR
PP MIAYRIZE - 1HEE = fEEA P MRy U A8 - H e TP Blna B BRRES - 1Mo
SR IR BB MRS - B BEE MRS > I H R R
£ o IEHN o BIABYEERERI G thRE MBI - SGET APV Sam il - defEes
BREVTESR o SRE ~ (228~ BSERFAE - B e s B S HE KR E
EHE > R —EHEZEA -

2. ¥EET-HYE# Condemnation of the Liar (v. 8-13)

fHELAEEOREN T —BSEE B TR EBREMEER - # M LA
a1 - FEIRMTEES 8 215 13 61 - iR AR EBMHESS®H > &
RS - MPTEIEEEE - RIS - BERERE S
ST » SRR SRR - IEE M B fal - sEEEoREDRYIEE #laa{H
MZEAEE I RGEEEEE » —EAEHIIATALLEMIVABLAFE | ks T
SRR E AV o SRS 11 Bk - . T IRDURIEEH TR
S RIE - D R IRFE TGO - ) REFEEREEEL G S - HItE
Bt —(EEt 8] o BRI 136 T E I ERERB O ~ BURAES MR - FEH
st TP E BT T - IRAT DA ASR ¢ S IREYEEET SRR IR AR AR
B ey sERIZFRIU T (SRR M T o M0 H R G o ARG
HYIE]SC ARk - (BISE MY B (7 CASCE | BRI =% 5 OB ey
F o RVEERERE TAUAY(E 0 INBEMERED T o EEa AR AR SO o A R
TS - WRE T RIGHIORE o REAPRHE AR ERRIZE R >
FORMAVOREE - SRR AREB A ESESRTORER T - fEE e E R4
i RAE HE - R EREME R —IEEAE T - EEZ MRS -
FEEH—(E(E9E - AEAHE R GIEMAERERY - SEmE Rt - g
CEERIM o PR ICEE P B FEHEE - R A R it R R 4G ne B L
7= SEPRERIGEESE T AR LM HUE B (BRI TR BEERS: © Mt AR

6



DU S M AR AR T S B FH 2 FEJ A 52€ - oo (B 2R e & (o] fEE iE EheE R L (5
FEt - Lz FrPAsitEe > BRI A > (B2 MAAl AR - RSN EERAY R A
BRENT o AAERE AR EE DRaRER IR = KA L - i B3R £ 2 R (4 -
EHUR—Z] > IS OGRS TR > stRA AR - Mtk A EkE - A
—Z1 > BHSFHERFSE S T - M ZREIRUS - BEMEIE 2 1% o thERE T
RAFHIE L (EA R —(E 2 A - MFa BB EES - AR IE R ZEE Y
B - EAMPTE SRS o AR AR > M PIE T 4:19-20 [21
19 .. TEEGEIRTT > AESEH - BEMEATEEASH - RMIECEEE ! 20
HFIFTE R Y - AR - o MFIRVERE T BEEIRTTEESRRfT - 2
e GE L EEIR R > NEEHEE - ) KiSieshsm 2 gyEk > SR (E5E
e P MG H CEMHEH ZERERA R - HEk S B R R RS -
Ban - EHAVLEERS - EEEHERRIAS B ERMTREEET &SRS > (EHThRIE
FoRE] o (EEIFREHR EIRMIAY - TAMHERS TPRTERY - ReE e A RS - BN
HEBMEEIRAVRSE - BT M REE A - EWMEERTEE > e
HEVEES - MAZE R - EEEE > IMEEEB R IEEAISEIF R -
st N IEF R RIS A —E0 7y « BB ORI H 2 - W /H T
Hyan S o EHMMKEEREER > MGUNERMOEES  ERMNTT REE—
e

3. BiESE#H{E Compensation for the Loss (v. 14-18)

B EEOREN A — Bt - s R RSk 2 2IEH - me& > BRG] T
{8 - BEIRMIAGEES: 14 2 18 6 - wibboREpaa TR = s e > MR MAESS
16 EHHER © ... T BEEIRERE— TR T (FRIRERIZR NRFTEZE > (REE
NHRTZAEAE T - iR T IREer ) o g T IRoik > AR
SERI YRR o —TERTE T AEHIEE - B2 RAVEE - fFREEE > A
MEHRIEUEIRTE 7 —(EULTFE A ZEREL - [eiEXavE T > JWPTERIRT
F B WK EBELERIEERLY - MAESS 15 BB s (B2 — R ETEM
b b o MR AT RS R an (A FEOREF B R (R > DUE RREUR RO - 25
= FRE TN ES o AFZEEBHD S HEE TS - A (SR HI(E
H - ARG ENZES - B = SIDREH R OEEEE - R AIRARHEY
< REIERE AT > FrLIM AT A ARG R © S50 > AR A
YRRl o SRR ZE Rt Mok - OB HEEIE TP - (P =] DAFR
2 o EREH T HES T ORBIERAVES | R e o T DR AR
Ko BB E M ek B o SRR HRIRUR « WS AR - (2
EICE BEFRAGR - SRR B A Z IR LA - BRI Rim AOKES0E - S84 M
AR ER RS [ - e R A BEAIFEA - FE thERE m ae e A 5= K w2
N AR RS A A > INIERUU AR B DUy A A G 38 4 - s HI R EER

7



[l 7 > (EEIEORE) RIBR M THE - ERYISER AR > skt A g
IE - B R TREERTME G518 - ZERD5KFEATMIERE - A& - FAREZ
R KE RS > BT > AEEEIRNR o DAPREUTEIE AR - B— >
JRE TSR ARR o LRV E R R K S 9 BRI Ry T /K » 55— » WA
BFZTTHAYK » MRMEEEZAHE > B E - £ TBUEFRERRE L
R E] LR - s o A AE Rl ERE - TSR G IRERRRE > [H
B o SEGEDTHHRYVRME - BISFE 3:23-24 BIMEGERVESL 1 23 AR I AL
JE » JEGHR T AHEYSRE © 24 A0S ANy B > RECEARAREYROE - W E SRR

7% o WAAAGETEA > EFRMEG DA FRVPRERIRLA « N —[EIEAYIE - 5l
BRI RS - FFIEE B2y A - HEREAEEI RS L -
FftIEgiEre ? INRMERRERK 98 NEEE - G175 ~ (g - £358
— VIR - MEA ARAR— R R P MEYTRMSE - S 1 R PIE ISR ESE » L
[FIRREREESE » MR SZAHY R - BRMSRL - T PRIEFEAVRLL - BIEwtIER
5 o [AHEGICRE EaE - R ATREAE B AR ATERFE L - (M R T2
i o FRMESEC I EEEL > 81 T A ) RS - s R s (R L AR
ey - N R ERK - B EeE - WY RERE - ERIESEL
R ILHIRE (R A REATAF

&%zm CONCLUSION

Qe Mg A > EHARFHEE - SAHFEEREIEARI T - GRS
Bk - AMTER T MRIEEMEVET - et SRR R R S E R
[EIfE - FMITIRE S A R ARMERE T T CMIEL - SR — & P AN SRS
WIS —% - AVEE E—asaEE - KBTS —Ea I —a—%
(dihydrogen monoxide) H{LERVIINFREH] » EE2MmZELE o MEETIERIRETZ A%
SCRF e MAIHEE ¢ SRR Ly - EEER IERE: TR
NG NE 2GS A ARIE e S B AR TP 383 IS R U AR © (R
R EAZ T AU+ Z= ASHFFEMEFERE - SEAEBRAR - AE—E AR
HEEEEVERNE - FE L S 8K - KEEREE ARS8
SRR B EIRK © BEREVKEERZOR - BER B LS © KE N iediiEry—
Hior - dtsm (R HIANAE SR ANAE - @EANESE AR RN SR EE - B
EHEREVES < BEGENIMAVEE - IR ABEEATT R - AL > 3
IR EH - Y &IEFF G RO % - BN o S M Eud e
o Y EST S REE IR ©? EERHY - Mt REE I EEE - SR EEHE ALY O
1 EEREAE IR MR AR - SR EHH - EBMIEHAERTE - M g1
G SRR 22 h (B D -



