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5]& INTRODUCTION

Tests are part of life. We go through a lot of tests in school. Teachers use exams to evaluate the
learning progress of students. Small tests pave the way for the final exam. Good teachers should
not only expect students to recall information from the courses. They hope that learners can
integrate all the knowledge and make sense of it. It will benefit them in the long run if they can
apply what they have learned to real life. Tests will keep coming after graduation. God put
Abraham in a training program to develop his faith. He failed some earlier tests. He denied that
Sarah was his wife twice. He listened to Sarah’s trick and took Hagar as a second wife.
Abraham’s faith kept growing as he learned his lessons from those mistakes. Now God gave
Abraham a final and the most demanding exam. God asked the man to give his son back to Him.
He ordered Abraham to sacrifice Isaac as an offering. God was pushing Abraham’s faith to the
limit. Would he pass the challenge? Sometimes God asks us to do something unthinkable too. We
need to decide what or whom we love the most. Do we love the gifts God blesses us with, or do
we love Him who gives us those gifts? The right decision will jump start our faith. We
acknowledge that God is the real owner when we give back to Him what He gives us first.

fi#f2 EXPLANATION
1. ZHE72AYNIERE An Obedience without Hesitation (v. 1-5)

How did Abraham respond to God’s command to offer his son? He reacted with obedience
without hesitation. Let us read the story from verse 1 to 5. There was no ambiguity whom God
asked for. He emphasized it four-fold in verse 2: “...your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love...” God wanted a human, not an animal. It was Abraham’s only son. God expected to get
Isaac, and no one else. God also stressed that Isaac was a beloved son of Abraham. Those words
must be like knives poking into the father’s heart! Why did God ask for a human sacrifice? It is
barbaric no matter how you cut it. It was a common ritual in the pagan religions of Canaan. The
practice was later forbidden in God’s Law. Abraham did not ask God why. There was no
bargaining or argument either. Verse 3 shows his obedience without hesitation: So Abraham rose
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son
Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God
had told him. Abraham prepared everything and set off the next morning without delay. God told
him to go to the land of Moriah. Abraham did not know the exact location. He just followed the
Lord’s direction. Phrases similar to “to the place of which God had told him” is repeated three
times in this chapter. It echoes the command God gave to Abraham when He first called the man
in Genesis 12:1 — ...“Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land
that I will show you.” Abraham obeyed when God asked him to go. All the unknowns did not
cause any hesitation. It was at least 40 years since Abraham left his hometown. His faith in God
continued to grow as God proved to be faithful at important moments. He was the Protector and
Provider all along. Abraham could trust God in big things since He was faithful in small things.
Trusting God is the same as trusting your family members and friends. Faith is built upon
relationships from past experience. I still remember the scene when I left home for the U.S. 33



years ago. There were a lot of unknowns ahead. I had never met the person who would pick me
up from the airport. What would my future life be like? Would I have enough money to finish
school? What would I do after graduation? My first series of tests came very soon. My older
brother said there was no need to hurry. He asked me to stay a little longer to take pictures. By
the time I went to the gate, my flight was gone! Then I got nervous. I could not contact the pick-
up person because I did not have his phone number. Would he show up? Thankfully there was no
more surprises, except that I did not get my luggage back until two days later. Soon after |
arrived, I met my future roommate, who happened to be a Christian. Then we came to know
members of a local church. God led my way through one incident to another. From singleness to
getting married. From struggles in school to graduation. From no job to the first job. From living
in apartments to buying the first house. God proved to be faithful in many of my transitions. He
trained my faith bit by bit like building muscles in a gym. There were plenty of unknowns when
God removed me from secular work and sent me to seminary. With little faith, I learned to obey
Him without hesitation. What is God’s plan for you? Perhaps He asks you to go to another city or
go overseas to serve Him. Perhaps He calls you to minister to poor people or immigrants.
Perhaps He asks you to take an extended leave or even quit your job, so that you can spend more
time with your ailing parents. That may be the last opportunity for them to hear the gospel. No
matter what it is, God demands your obedience. There will be anxiety. God will watch over you
if you step out in faith without hesitation. He will show you the rest of the way. He has been
faithful to you in the past. He will remain faithful in the future. When God spoke to Abraham, the
man replied: “Lord, here I am.” Next he said to himself: “Here I go.”

2. ZHREAYZERL An Offering without Reservation (v. 6-9)

Abraham showed his obedience without hesitation. Second, he also prepared an offering without
reservation. Listen to verse 6 to 9. The story quickly builds to a crescendo. After the group
arrived at Moriah, Abraham left the two servants and went up the mountain alone with Isaac.
Quick obviously, he did not want the servants to stop him from offering Isaac. Then the son
asked a reasonable question in verse 7: ... “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb
for a burnt offering?”” Isaac might wonder: “Did dad forget the most important thing?” It is like
going camping without a lighter, or going shopping but left his wallet at home. Instead of telling
Isaac: “You are the sacrifice!” Abraham replied: ...“God will provide for himself the lamb for a
burnt offering, my son.”... Since it was God’s idea to go to the mountain, then God would take
care of it. As Abraham was walking toward Moriah, he must have rehearsed the scene many
times in his mind: the cry of Isaac, his confusion and helplessness and until he took the last
breath. There are two contradictory facts here. First, God clearly said that His covenant would be
fulfilled through Isaac. Second, God wanted Isaac to be an offering. Doubt did not stop Abraham.
After he built an altar, he tied Isaac up and put him on the top. When the writer of the book of
Hebrews recalls this event, he highlights Abraham’s faith in 11:19 of the book: He considered
that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did
receive him back. Abraham’s faith looks beyond the current situation. If God could give an old
couple the ability to produce a life, then He could surely bring back a dead person’s life too.
Verse 5 gives us a hint of Abraham’s faith. He said to the servants: ...“I and the boy will go over
there and worship and come again to you.” Abraham meant: “Both of us will come back
together.” He did not know how it could happen. Regardless, God was able to do so if He chose
to. What would you do if you were Abraham? What if one day God asks you to sacrifice your



child to Him? No, I am not talking about a burnt offering. I know a Christian family that has two
grown children. The younger son found a job after he graduated from college. The company gave
him proper training and it was about to put him in a promising position. One day the young man
told his parents that he felt God’s calling to go to the seminary. How would you react if he were
your child? Some parents will rebuke their child outright: “Don’t you know how much your
degree has costed us? You can choose what you like to do after you pay us back!” That was not
what the parents said. This couple did not have any reservation about “offering” their son to the
Lord. If it was the Lord’s calling, then the seminary was the place this young man should go.
Abraham knew that Isaac was not only his son. He was God’s gift. He took Isaac from his heart
even before he left Isaac on the altar. Parents: your children are not your properties. Do not
expect them to complete your unfulfilled dreams, whether it is going to a certain school, or
becoming a doctor or an engineer. Their goal should be pursuing God’s plans for them. There
will be lasting joy and contentment when they put to good use the gifts, talents and potential God
gives them. Then they will love their jobs more than their paychecks. They will be full of energy
and passion when they get up every morning. They cannot wait to find out what the Lord has on
the agenda for them. They will enjoy serving people or improving the mankind. The same
principle applies to the rest of the things God gives us, be it money, properties, time or
opportunities. If we truly believe that everything comes from God then there would be no
reservation when God wants to use them for His purposes.

ZMERAYHLE An Option without Expectation (v. 10-19)

Abraham displayed obedience without hesitation when God called Him. He presented Isaac as an
offering without reservation. Eventually, God provided an option to replace Isaac without
anyone’s expectation. Let us finish reading verse 10 to 19. God stopped Abraham when the man
was ready to slay his son. God provided a ram to take the place of Isaac. God has an interesting
remark in verse 12: ...“Now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from me. We wonder: does God not know everything? We can understand that
comment in two ways. First, it means that God witnessed Abraham’s fear toward Him through
his action. It is like a friend brags that he can run 100 meters in 20 seconds. You know that he
can run fast. But you are not completely convinced. Therefore, the two of you go to a track field.
You are the time-keeper. Ready-set-go! He finished in 19.8 seconds. What you saw confirms
what you believe. Second, Abraham himself now knew that his faith was real. Back to the
running analogy. Even the man is shocked to know how fast he can run. Abraham proved to
himself and God that he loved God even more than he loved his son. Faith and actions should go
hand in hand just like the New Testament writer James says. Actions verify our faith in God. The
ram validated what Abraham told Isaac earlier: “God will provide for himself the lamb for a
burnt offering.” As a result, Abraham called the place “The Lord will provide.” It is Jehovah-
Jireh in Hebrew. “Jireh” means to see. God saw the need for an offering, and He provided a ram
for Abraham. In the end, God reaffirmed His blessings to Abraham. His descendants would be as
numerous as stars in the sky and sand by the sea. Besides, we see a new promise in verses 17 and
18: 17 “...And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” The word
“offspring” is in a singular form. It can be used as a collective noun, meaning that the Israel race
would defeat various opponents. The word “offspring” can also refer to one person. It can point
to king David, the most well-known leader in the kingdom’s history. Moreover, God might be



talking about His own son, Jesus Christ. God promised people, land and materials to the future
generations of Abraham. But the biggest blessing of all is an eternal relationship with God. All
the nations of the world will be blessed if they proclaim Jesus as Lord. The sacrificing of Isaac
foretells the death of Jesus. Isaac carried the firewood. Jesus took up the cross on His shoulders.
Isaac was bound by a rope and he was placed on the altar. Jesus was nailed to the cross. Even the
altar could be close to the location of the cross. Jewish tradition says that Mount Moriah was
where the Jerusalem temple was built. The cross could be about half-a-mile from the temple.
Despite those similarities, there are some major differences between the two events: God stopped
Abraham, but He did not stop the Roman soldiers. Isaac was spared but Jesus was slayed. God
provided a ram to substitute for Abraham’s son. However, God used His Son to substitute for us.
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of mankind. He is the only way to be saved.
The apostle Peter says in Acts 4:12 — “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” God sacrificed Jesus on the
cross to pay for the penalty of our sins. If Jesus did not die, then there will be no forgiveness of
sin. He is the unexpected option God provides for us. Nobody can imagine that the Heavenly
Father will send His own Son to death to save many. If Jesus is not your Savior and Lord, you
must repent your sins and accept Him. Brothers and sisters: God calls you to share this
wonderful grace to others through your lips and your actions. Tell people the nature of God’s
love — no hesitation, no reservation and beyond our expectation.

4&5m CONCLUSION

We acknowledge that God is the real owner when we give back to Him what He gives us first.
Letting go what you love is hard. This past summer my wife and I sent my younger son to
college. He is like me: shy, quiet and reserved. I have no idea how he can adjust to an
independent life. The four of us stayed overnight in the same hotel room after we finished
unloading his belongings to the dorm room. As usual, I was the first person to rise the next
morning. I still lay in bed, although I was fully awake. I felt sad that I had to say goodbye to both
boys in a few hours. I prayed silently in particular for my younger son. I said: “Lord, I really
worry how he will survive the next four years.” Then my mind flashed through memories of their
childhood. Suddenly, there was a small voice in my ears. God whispered: “Still remember how I
brought them through some important moments? I will continue to watch over them.” At that
moment, there was a deep sense of peace and joy in my heart. They are not only my boys. They
are also God’s children. He will use them the way He sees fit. All the separation anxiety was
gone. After everybody got up, we prayed together. I asked the Lord to bless their studies, lead
them to godly friends and keep them from danger. From then on, I can no longer watch over my
younger son. But God will protect both of them and He will provide for them. God’s people: put
your trust in Jesus if you claim that He is your Lord. Whether it is your children, marriage,
career, future and all the rest, let Jesus be the Master and you be His servant. His ways are
always the best ways.
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