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5]& INTRODUCTION

America is a land of opportunities. Many people come here from overseas to look for a better
future. They chase after the so-called “American dream.” People can make a living as long as
they work hard. There are many ways to accumulate wealth regardless of their background, skin
color and skills. A usual goal in the American dream is to buy a house. A place to call your home
brings a lot of fulfillment. At one time my wife and I moved once a year whenever the rent
increased. We did not have a lot of belongings before we had kids. Therefore, moving was easier.
Finally we purchased our first home. With ownership comes responsibilities. We could no longer
call the management office when a faucet or toilet was leaking. Reality set in even before we
moved in. [ mowed the lawn for the first time in my life. I almost fainted under the summer heat!
Thanks to many friends at church who shared their tips. Nowadays, you can also look up
YouTube and find information to fix anything. You can almost learn how to build a rocket and fly
to the moon! Buying a house means you decide to settle down. So far Abraham was still a
migrant in a foreign place. He knew that God would give the whole Canaan to his descendants.
As we come to chapter 23, Abraham took another step of faith while waiting for God’s promise
to be fulfilled. His family had an urgent need. But God was working behind the scenes for
Abraham. God can also use our life events to accomplish His will.

fi#f% EXPLANATION
1. FEEE Need (v. 1-6)

We will study this story based on three words. The first word is need. Abraham needed a place to
bury Sarah after she passed away. Let us begin by reading verse 1-6. Abraham could not wait. A
body will quickly decompose in the heat of the Middle East. People in the ancient times did not
cremate others’ remains. A proper burial was a way to pay tribute to a deceased person. It was
impossible for Abraham to travel 1,000 miles back to Ur of the Chaldeans either. Therefore, he
made a request to the Hittites in the area. They were a major tribe in Canaan. Abraham was
wealthy. But he knew that he was just a visitor. He carefully crafted his words in verse 4: “l am a
sojourner and foreigner among you; give me property among you for a burying place, that [ may
bury my dead out of my sight.” The passage says Abraham was willing to pay full price for a
burial ground. Buying land at that time was unlike purchasing a house today. The property was
supposed to be passed down to one’s children. Moreover, Abraham did not want the locals to see
him as a threat. Some foreigners are buying large parcels of farmland in some parts of the U.S.
Some of those locations are close to military bases. It is reasonable to suspect if someone wants
to spy on the armed forces or even to plan an attack. Abraham had no intention to conquer the
area. The Hittites responded with kindness in verse 6: “Hear us, my lord; you are a prince of God
among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will withhold from you his
tomb to hinder you from burying your dead.” Abraham was no stranger to the local folks. They
called him “a prince of God.” They heard of God’s special favor on him. Abraham led some
untrained people to defeat an alliance of four kings from the east. He and his wife beat all odds
and had a son at old age. This man was not a nobody! A refusal to a legitimate need might lead to
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a conflict. Therefore, they welcomed Abraham to pick any tomb he liked. Abraham presented his
need in a sincere and straightforward manner. He was facing foreign people who believed in
other gods. We need wisdom too when we interact with non-believers. Paul reminds us in
Colossians 4:5-6 — 5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let
your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to
answer each person. We need wisdom and kindness in our words. We need to pay attention to our
attitude too. We are representatives of God. Is there gentleness when you talk to cashiers,
receptionists and waiters? Are you friendly when you talk to customer service agents on the
phone? I know that a long wait and boring music in the background can wear you down.
Remember that those who serve you are humans too. They may be having a bad day. They may
have gotten an earful from their supervisors for a mistake made. Perhaps they just dealt with
some demanding clients. Be nice to them. Being a customer does not make you boss. If you want
to earn people’s respect, you must show them respect first. Recently I went to a restaurant on a
“stay-cation” to eat breakfast by myself. I looked around and observed people. I noticed a
particular waitress. She took time to chat with patrons. She was detailed in taking care of their
needs. I thought she could use some encouragement. I said to her: “Ma’am, I’ve met people who
like their job. But I can tell that you love to serve people.” She thanked me for the compliment.
Sincere words like those would leave a bigger impression in people’s mind than a huge tip. You
can do the same thing to people who help you. It does not cost you anything! In doing so, you
treat people as God’s creation whom Jesus died for, and not tools to serve your needs.

2. B0 Heed (v. 7-15)

Abraham presented his need to the Hittites. After that, he heeded their response. Let us hear the
negotiation in verse 7 to 15. Abraham bowed down twice to the residents to show his respect and
thankfulness. He offered to buy the cave of Machpelah. The owner Ephron happened to be on the
scene. He reacted in verse 11: “No, my lord, hear me: I give you the field, and I give you the
cave that is in it. In the sight of the sons of my people I give it to you. Bury your dead.” Ephron
generously gave away the cave for free. Abraham thanked the man. But he insisted on paying full
price. Ephron repeated his offer in verse 15: “My lord, listen to me: a piece of land worth four
hundred shekels of silver, what is that between you and me? Bury your dead.” We may think:
how dumb was Abraham to reject free stuff! Why would Ephron mention the price if he wanted
to give the land to Abraham? Will you say to a friend when you give him a present: “I hope you
like this Italian leather wallet. I bought it at Macy’s for a hundred bucks!” Stating the price will
defeat the meaning of the gift. What Ephron implied could be: “You can have the land for 400
shekels, not a dime less.” It was a haggling skill Middle East merchants use to this day. A
shopkeeper may ask you to take the item home free-of-charge. You will end up in jail for
shoplifting if you do that! It would be an insult to Ephron too if Abraham paid nothing. Abraham
was wise enough to heed Ephron’s words. He knew that he had no right to bargain in a foreign
place. The worst things that could happen were damaging the relationship and having nowhere to
bury his wife. Therefore, he would accept any asking price. The transaction was done in the
presence of some townsfolks. At the time when there was no written contract, people’s
testimonies were considered trustworthy. For the same reason, God put in the Law later that a
statement is valid when there are two or three witnesses. Abraham was a trader. But he knew
when to negotiate and when to play a passive role. Today, we want the best deals when buying
things. We need to heed the response from the sellers if we hope to get an upper hand. Two years



ago, I bought my wife’s car. She needed a vehicle when her previous car was totaled. At that
time, the prices in the used car market were still quite high. Therefore, we looked for a new car.
A certain manufacturer had a promotion with low-interest financing. I was nervous because car
salespeople have a bad reputation for being greedy. I found a particular car that we could afford.
Then I started the negotiation process with emails and texts. I knew walking into the store
unprepared was a bad move. I even avoided calling anyone unless it was necessary. My strategy
seemed to work. The dealer agreed on a price I suggested. He sent me a written quote through
email. I called the salesperson to confirm all the details. The next step was to go to the store and
sign the papers. But the person called me a few minutes later and said: “Sorry sir, the car you
want has been sold.” I thought: “Goodness! Why didn’t you tell me earlier?” He apologized and
said: “But I found an identical car with a different color. Will you consider that?”’ I used their
error as a leverage for bargaining. I calmly replied: “I believe it’s fair for me to get a further
discount as a compensation.” I named an amount. His manager agreed. Thus the deal was sealed.
I was firm but courteous in the whole process. I did not show any anger because they made a
mistake. After the transaction, I invited the salesman to our church. He said yes but he has yet to
show up. Imagine I was rude and I vented all my frustration to him on the phone. Would I still
have the courage to tell him about Jesus? We are a testimony of God no matter whom we meet.
We can build a bridge or a wall between God and people depending on how we behave.

3. #14 Deed (v. 16-20)

Abraham told people his need for a burial ground. He heeded their responses in the discussion
process. Eventually, a land was sold to him. He got a verbal deed to prove his possession. Let us
finish reading the story from verse 16 to 20. We see the phrase “made over” in verses 17 and 20.
The Hebrew word means “confirmed.” Some translations render the word as “deeded.” Picture it
like buying a house today. The buyer will receive a deed after all the financial and legal
procedures are completed. Abraham did not get any paper work. But the testimonies of the
witnesses were as good as a deed. Verse 19 tells us that Abraham fulfilled his initial goal: After
this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah east of Mamre (that is,
Hebron) in the land of Canaan. This cave in Hebron was very close to Mamre toward the east.
Abraham settled at Mamre after he parted his way with Lot his nephew. Now he acquired a
resting place for Sarah nearby in Hebron. Subsequently, a few other family members were also
buried there. One of whom was Abraham’s grandson, Jacob. Remember the stories of Joseph?
By the special plan of God, a slave became the prime minister of Egypt. Due to a severe famine,
Joseph relocated his father Jacob and the rest of the family to Egypt. Before Jacob passed away,
he told his sons in Genesis 49:29-31 — 29 ...“I am to be gathered to my people; bury me with my
fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30 in the cave that is in the field at
Machpelah, to the east of Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field
from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place. 31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah
his wife. There they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and there I buried Leah.” We see the
names of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah and Leah. Members of three generations were
buried in the same cave. When you go to Israel today, you will find the Cave of the Patriarchs in
Hebron. On the top is a building. There is a synagogue on one side, and a mosque on the other
side. Since no excavation is allowed due to religious and political reasons, it has not been
confirmed whether it is the actual tomb of Abraham’s family. For now, it just serves as a tourist
site to make a profit! Abraham bought a tomb due to an urgent need. The land became a



permanent claim of his share in Canaan. In doing so, God put down a deposit for Abraham. It
guaranteed the future generations to receive the whole region. Similarly, God lays down a
deposit in us when He saves us. Paul says in Ephesians 1:13-14 — 13 In him you also, when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of
it, to the praise of his glory. The Holy Spirit lives inside us the moment we receive Jesus. Paul
describes the Holy Spirit as a seal. It is as if God puts a stamp on our hearts to show His
ownership of us. Once the Holy Spirit enters, He will stay forever. He assures believers that He
will always be with them. Hardship cannot remove our relationship with God. He will not kick
us out of His family even if we commit serious sins. Such security is not based on our feelings. It
is grounded in God’s promise. His love will never change even though we often change.
Abraham acted out of faith because he believed in God’s promises. Do our lives reflect the same
close relationship with God? Kids are proud of their parents. Students show school spirit with
their clothes. Employees of big companies gladly tell others where they work. Does our speech
and conduct show our relationship with the Heavenly Father? We must not only know our
beliefs, we must also show what we believe. As we live out our faith through actions, our title as
a Christian is a status backed up by substance.

4&5m CONCLUSION

God can use our life events to accomplish His will. The passage today was about making
arrangements for Sarah’s burial. Nowadays, funerals can be an extravagant, if not expensive
matter. Aging parents hope that their children will honor their last wishes. Things like the format,
location, memorial service and what to write about their lives can vary a great deal. In Sarah’s
case, the family only needed a cave. The main issue was not her preferences. The key thing was
how God made use of the need to fulfill His plans. Abraham learned to submit to God in all
things. He did not foresee the long-term significance of buying a tomb in Hebron. God surely
planned everything in advance. The lesson for us is to include God in our plans, such as school,
major, career, marriage, etc. We have our interests, family members have their opinions, friends
have their suggestions and experts have their advice. But most importantly, we must follow
God’s guidance. Through our decisions and actions, we allow people to see how God works in
our lives.
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