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5]& INTRODUCTION

The two words in the sermon title are very similar in their meanings. Very often they are used
interchangeably. To be thankful is to acknowledge a benefit you receive. For example, you say
thanks to a waiter who brings food to your table. In comparison, to be grateful is a deeper sense
of appreciation. For example, you are grateful to God that you have a job when you hear a
company announces a massive lay-off. We shall see in our story today whether the Israelites
were thankful and grateful to God. At that time they just left Egypt for a month. God saved them
after they were slaves for 400 years. The Bible says there were six hundred thousand men. If we
assume that each man had a family of four members, then there were more than two million
people. God was leading them to Canaan. He was about to fulfill His promise to Abraham and
gave his descendants the land. There were some big challenges ahead. How could they get
enough water and food for so many people? It is a wilderness between Egypt and Canaan. A
simple answer is: they must rely on God. We as Christians have to do the same thing as we go
through life’s journey. God saved us from the bondage of sin, and He will lead us to heaven.
Meanwhile, we walk by faith on a daily basis. We can be thankful and grateful when we
acknowledge God as our Provider.

fi#Z¥E EXPLANATION
1. EIFHYRTRE Timed Problem

Let us study this passage based on three phrases. The first one is “timed problem.” The Israelites
showed a timed problem of complaining whenever they faced a new obstacle. Let us hear the
reading of verse 2 and 3, and also 6 to 8. Those people were like unhappy customers. The Bible
says (in Numbers 14:22) they tested God ten times with their whining in the whole journey. The
first time happened when the Egyptian army was chasing after their tails. They complained to
Moses for bringing them out of Egypt and allowing them to be killed by enemies. God rescued
them by dividing the water of the Red Sea. Later they grumbled in the wilderness because the
spring water was bitter. God asked Moses to perform a miracle to make the water drinkable. This
time the subject was on the lack of food. They described the situation in verse 3: ... “Would that
we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate
bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with
hunger.” There is no Biblical record to prove that they had all-you-can-eat buffet when in Egypt.
Regardless, did they forget that they were slaves the past 400 years? They were forced to
perform hard labor. Did they really want to go back there? To whom did they launch the
complaints? “Grumbling” and similar words are repeated 8 times in this chapter. Moses and
Aaron were the targets of grumbling twice, and God was the subject on the other six occasions.
Even when pointing fingers to Moses and Aaron, those people blamed God, saying: “Lord, why
do you leave us here and allow us to starve to death?”” Leaders at home, at work and in the
church take the heat all the time. Wise leaders should distinguish between “I’m not happy with
this” versus “I’m not happy with you!” when people complain. Otherwise, they will feel
responsible for all the problems and they will be overwhelmed by discouraging comments. Also,
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it is typical human nature to focus on the negative aspect rather than the positive side. Like the
Israelites did, people like to exaggerate the issues too. Such destructive emotion will spread like
wildfire in a team. Moses and Aaron had to deal with two million whiners! What can we learn in
the story so far? Let me suggest a few spiritual lessons. Number 1: Since God has saved us, we
must not return to our “Egypt.” The Israelites dreamed about the comfort and convenience of
Egypt. They forgot the oppression and suffering in the past. They were so used to following the
orders from slave-masters. In a spiritual sense, our “Egypt” is the state while we did not know
Jesus. We are so used to sinning because it gives us instant benefits. For example, we can dodge
the responsibility of our mistakes when we lie. We can save some money by cheating. Do not
forget that we have a new life in Jesus. We do not need to listen to our old master, Satan,
anymore. Instead, we should please our Lord Jesus. Number 2: Obstacles can be opportunities
for growth. Why were they in the wilderness? They were not on a sight-seeing trip. They were on
their way to the Promised Land. They would be stuck in the desert unless they obeyed God and
stepped out in faith. God has a goal when you hit a roadblock. He wants you to increase your
faith. We should grow much like promoting to a higher grade in school. No one should remain in
the elementary school, although the lessons are easier! Algebra prepares students for Calculus.
God may be giving you a bigger role in your career. You will not move up if you are complacent
with the basic skills you acquired five years ago. Once in a while, God may shake you up with a
lay-off, relocation or a medical issue to keep you humble. Then you realize that there are
situations you cannot predict or control. God asks us to put our trust in Him no matter what
circumstances we may face. When He says it is time to move on, then we just follow Him.

2. JHFAYALFE Timely Provision

God was patient to a bunch of grumbling people. He also showed them mercy by arranging a
timely provision. The passage says God sent the Israelites birds when they asked for meat. This
could be a one-time supply of meat until another incident later in the book of Numbers. Our
focus today is on God’s promise of daily food. We will read verse 4 to 5. A few things of note
here. First, this food fell down from the sky. Second, there would be a constant provision every
morning. Third, every person should gather enough food just for that day. The limit was one
omer. It is about half-a-gallon or 2 liters. Fourth, God allowed them to collect a double portion
on the sixth day of the week. The next day would be the Sabbath and no food would be given
because God designated it as a time of rest. What kind of food was that? We find the answer in
verse 31: Now the house of Israel called its name manna. It was like coriander seed, white, and
the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. Manna was like plant seeds. It appeared as a thin
layer of frost on the ground every morning. People asked each other what it was. Therefore, they
simply called it manna, which means “what is it” in Hebrew. It is sweet in flavor. People picked
them and ground them to powder and made bread out of it. Here we can derive the third spiritual
lesson: Work is an active way to receive God’s blessings. Manna was a gift from God. But
people still had to work before they could eat. They could not just tilt their heads and expect
manna to drop into their mouths. The world tells us that work is torture. It says the smartest
people are those who can earn money as quickly as possible and retire as soon as possible so that
they no longer have to work. That is not what the Bible says. God gives you abilities to develop
new products, find creative ways to solve problems or serve people. Any achievement will bring
you satisfaction. To work is to stay productive. God gave the Israelites detailed instructions about
manna. He said clearly that the food was a test of their obedience. How did they score? They



failed badly. Violation number 1. Look at verses 19 and 20. Some people were greedy. They took
more than they could eat, only to find out that the leftover went bad the next day. God provided
food abundantly so that people did not need to fight for their share. But there was manna
everywhere. Why not pick more? You see people with the same mentality at Costco every
weekend. They go there for lunch. Why not grab more since those food samples are free? People
feel good that they get some exercise by walking around while pushing a shopping cart.
Violation number 2 is in verses 26 and 27. Some people were worried that manna would stop
coming. Therefore, they went out to look for it on the Sabbath. But did God not promise a new
batch six days a week? He preserved enough food for them even though no manna was given on
the Sabbath. An amazing thing happened in verse 24: So they laid it aside till the morning, as
Moses commanded them, and it did not stink, and there were no worms in it. The manna rotted
when people disobeyed God and stocked it up. In contrast, the food stayed fresh the next day
when they followed God’s command. God set a new routine for them to work six days and rest
one day. The idea behind the Sabbath was not only to rest from labor, but also to rest and find
time to worship God. God gave them instructions later in the book about worship. That brings us
to spiritual lesson Number 4: There is a time to work and there is a time to worship. Most of us
work five days a week. We are more blessed than the Israelites! Our bodies and our minds need a
break every now and then. But how do you spend your weekend? There is nothing wrong about
enjoying your hobbies and spending time with your family. Besides, we need to make worship a
top priority for Sunday. We gather with brothers and sisters to praise God. Moreover, it helps us
refocus on God as we begin a new week. It reminds us that He is the Lord of our lives. We
cherish our relationship with Him. He is the source of all blessings.

3. PERFHYEEEH Timeless Proof

Because of God’s faithfulness, a food crisis was resolved. However, God did not want His people
to forget this incident. Therefore, He asked them to use a token as a timeless proof of His grace.
We will finish the reading from verse 33 to 35. God told His people to keep an omer of manna
for future generations to see. The jar would be stored “before the testimony,” referring to the Ark
of the Covenant. The instructions on how to build the Ark are recorded in chapter 25. This chest
symbolizes God’s presence. It was so sacred that only the high priests had the privilege to
approach it once a year. Perhaps they might display the manna to the people at certain festivals.
By keeping it for years, it implied that the manna would not go bad. God preserved it just like He
preserved the manna before every Sabbath. It served as a “show-and-tell” prop for the
descendants. On the one hand, it witnessed God’s faithfulness to their ancestors. God fed them
when they were in the wilderness. There were other occasions when God asked the Israelites to
save a keepsake to remember His works. For example, God told the Israelites to set 12 stones on
the river bank after they crossed the Jordan river and marched into Canaan. Joshua told them the
reason in Joshua 4:6-7 — 6 ... “When your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones
mean to you?’ 7 then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark
of the covenant of the Lord...” Children would ask their parents or grandparents the meaning
behind those stones. They would tell the kids what God did in the past. For the same reason,
people build monuments and statues to recall historical events and key figures. Other than
remembering God’s faithfulness, the manna would also recount people’s failure. Verse 35
previews a painful consequence: The people of Israel ate the manna forty years, till they came to
a habitable land. They ate the manna till they came to the border of the land of Canaan. It takes



shorter than 2 weeks to travel from Egypt to Canaan. Why did the Israelites spend 40 years to get
there? It was because they were afraid of the enemies, so much so that they suggested to fire
Moses and elect another leader to lead them back to Egypt. The story is recorded in Numbers
chapter 14. As a result, God disciplined them and they walked in circles for the next forty years
until that generation passed away. How tragic! But for now, the manna helped the Israelites keep
in mind God’s provision. That relates to Number 5 on the list of spiritual lessons: Keepsakes
bring back memories of God’s grace. For example, a cross reminds us of Jesus’ death. Some
people wear it on their necks. Churches display it outside their buildings or hang it on the walls.
Christians also observe the communion on a regularly basis to remember Jesus’ sacrifice. You
can keep items to remember God’s work at special moments of your life too. Many people store
photos they took with loved ones, at their childhood homes or at memorable events. Nowadays,
you can conveniently save them in your phone. Not too long ago, people used scrapbooks to
preserve things like ultrasound images of their coming babies, tickets of the first movie the
family watched or a copy of their first paycheck. I still have the letters from the hospital telling
me that the medical bills for the birth of the boys were waived. At that time I had no income. The
hospital literally gave me two free babies! Objects like those are snapshots of your life. They are
also timeless proofs of God’s love. Your faith will be strengthened as you recall those critical
episodes. God was faithful to you in the past. He will continue to be faithful to you in the future.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

We can be thankful and grateful when we acknowledge God as our Provider. It does not depend
on what we have and how much we have. All it takes is the right mindset that everything comes
from God. In closing, let me share with you the following poem. The title is simply “I Am
Thankful.” The author writes that she is thankful... For the husband who complains when his
dinner is not on time, because he is home with me, not with someone else. For the teenager who
is complaining about doing dishes, because that means she is at home and not on the streets. For
the taxes that [ pay, because it means that I am employed. For the lawn that needs mowing,
because it means I have a home. For all the complaining I hear about the government, because it
means that we have freedom of speech. For the lady behind me in church that sings off-key,
because it means that I can hear. For the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours, because
it means that I am alive. We can be thankful and grateful when we pay attention to what we have
instead of what we do not have. When you walk out of this place, be grateful to God for this old
building that you call your spiritual home. When you sit in your car, be grateful to Him for
giving you a means of transportation. When you arrive home, be grateful to Him for a home and
a family. When you wake up tomorrow morning, be grateful to Him because He will give you
new grace.
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