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It is a joyful day as we will witness the baptism of four brothers and two sisters. Whenever we
have a baptism, we will emphasize one truth: water will not save us; only Jesus can save us. The
teaching that people are saved through baptism cannot be found in the Bible. Water cleans dirt,
but only Jesus can forgive sins. The six people are saved the moment when they confessed their
sins and accepted Jesus into their hearts. The ceremony today is to witness the salvation they
already have. Baptism will not produce faith. But it will strengthen their faith. God will continue
to watch over them the rest of their lives. The passage we just read in Romans 8 talks about this
assurance. It elaborates what Paul says in verse 30: And those whom he predestined he also
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
The process of salvation is like a chain reaction. One step will trigger the next. Those whom God
decided to save will have opportunities to hear the gospel. Then God will convict them of their
sins until they repent. They are saved when they receive Jesus. That is the starting point of their
spiritual life. God will preserve them until they see Him in glory. Despite adversity, we have
security in Christ through eternity. Once Jesus saved us, we are forever saved and safe.

EXPLANATION fi#fE
1. No Indictment ;75 & JE

There are two forms of adversity we will face. The first one is spiritual in nature. We worry if we
will lose salvation next time we sin. Paul reminds us that there will be no indictment for those
God has saved. Verses 31 to 34 depict a court setting. We are the suspects. Satan is the
prosecutor. He uses our past guilt and current sins to accuse us. He causes us to doubt our
salvation. Will the devil win the case? Paul discusses the matter with a series of questions and
answers. Here is the question: Can anyone accuse those God has saved? The answer is a
resounding “no!” Reason 1: verse 31 says: God is for us. God is the defense attorney on our side.
Moreover, He will pick us up every time we stumble in sin. Reason 2: verse 32 tells us that: (God
will) graciously give us all things. Paul is not saying that we will get a million-dollar mansion or
hit the lottery if we ask God. Stop day-dreaming! Based on the context, those ““all things” are the
things we need as we walk with the Lord. Examples are like faith, courage, wisdom and
discernment. Besides, God promises to provide for our daily needs like food and clothes in other
Bible verses. Reason 3 is found in verse 33: It is God who justifies. The Father forgives all of our
sins — past, present and future — when we received Jesus. Though we will continue to sin in this
life, we will not bear the eternal consequence for our sins. Reason 4: verse 34 states that: (Jesus)
is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Jesus went back to heaven after His
resurrection. He is pleading on our behalf. Whenever Satan condemns us of our sins, Jesus
simply says to the Father: “I died for that person too.” There will be no more penalty. The case is
closed! It is similar to the concept of “double jeopardy” in the modern legal system. A person
cannot be charged a second time for the same crime after the court has made a verdict. If even
God does not condemn us, then no one can! Once we are forgiven, we are forever free from the
punishment of sin. Our status as God’s children is restored. He stops seeing us as enemies, but



He treats us as family members. We will be shameful next time we commit sin. Such feeling will
not cut off our relationship with God. Disobedient children are still kids in the family. Parents
love their children but disapprove the bad things they do. The tension is resolved when children
apologize for their behavior. Similarly, God gives us a promise to return to Him when we sin in 1
John 1:9 — If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. God will forgive us if we confess to Him. He will once again wash us
clean. His pardon is more powerful than the best detergent.

2. No Interruption ;& A H#[H

Besides our sins, the second form of adversity is physical in nature. We said earlier that there is
no indictment for our sins. Likewise, there will be no interruption to God’s love for us. Just like
the previous section, Paul presents his arguments in a question-and-answer format. He asks in
verse 35: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Then he lays out some possible factors
that may cause interruption to God’s love in verse 35: Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? We can interpret those issues in
modern terms. They can be physical problems like diseases. They can be financial stress due to a
layoff. They can be relational matters such as conflicts at home or at work. They can be threats
from enemies or weather. They can even be challenges from non-believers to our faith. Paul has
more to add in verses 38-39: 38 ...Neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation... The
source of interruption can be from spiritual agents, either angels who serve God or demons who
follow Satan. It can also come from people in authority, such as government officials or your
supervisor at work. Paul also includes the factors of time and space. He adds “anything else in all
creation” at the end in case he misses anything. Perhaps some of these things are bothering you
now. Hand them to God. He gives you a precious promise in verse 37: No, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through him who loved us. We do not barely win. With God, we trash
whatever opponent we may face. Picture it like a game between some NBA players and a high
school team. Those students are no match to the pros! In verse 39, Paul wraps up the discussion
by echoing the question he asks in verse 35. He says: (Nothing) will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. No matter what problem it is, when it will happen or
where it will take place, nothing can interrupt God’s love for us. This love comes from Jesus. He
loved us before we knew Him. He died for us while we were still rebellious in sin. Our
circumstances and feelings will change. But God’s love for us will never change. Life is full of
unknowns. God never guarantees us that we will be trouble-free after we became Christians.
Many people in the Bible suffered a lot for their faith. Job lost everything. Daniel was thrown
into a lion’s den. Even our Lord went through great pain and shame before He died on the cross!
No one should welcome troubles. But we should not doubt God’s love when problems come. Put
your trust in Him. God is like a lighthouse at night. He is like an anchor that secures a boat in a
storm. He is like a mom holding her baby. Nothing can interrupt God’s love for us.

4&5m CONCLUSION

Despite adversity, we have security in Christ through eternity. We do not choose God. He
chooses us and saves us. We cannot do anything to earn salvation. Nothing can take away the
salvation God gives us either. Once we are saved, we are forever safe in the Lord.
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