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5] INTRODUCTION

Marriage matters. Getting married is a major decision in life. It is a transition from singleness
to partnership with someone. From being under the supervision of parents you look for
support from your spouse. Today’s story is about Abraham searching for a wife for his son
Isaac. It is one of the few love stories in the Bible. Other examples are the marriage of Boaz
and Ruth and the romantic tales of the couple in the Song of Solomon. Human love is a
snapshot of God’s love for us. God loved Abraham and promised Him a lot of blessings. The
man learned to put his trust in God from his experience. God proved to be faithful over and
again. Therefore, Abraham knew that God would prepare a wife for Isaac. God cares about
our marriage too. He will give us His best if we put Him first. That was how Abraham
handled the matter. From the story, we can see how God’s provision intertwines with
people’s decisions to an amazing outcome.

fi#F% EXPLANATION
1. 7Ki# The Pledge

Let us navigate through the story by considering a few words that begin with the letter P.
First is the pledge. We will read from verse 1 to 4. Abraham asked the oldest and most-
trusted servant to make a pledge that he would go back to his hometown to find a wife for
Isaac. The place was Ur of the Chaldeans. Abraham asked the man to put his hand under his
thigh when he pledged. It was an ancient custom. The area under the thigh symbolizes
fertility and power. Though the instructions were clear, the servant wanted to make sure if
there would be a plan B. Continue to read verse 5 to 9. Abraham repeated the conditions: the
servant must bring the girl back to Canaan and Isaac must not move to Abraham’s
hometown. Abraham trusted that God would make the plan a success. He believed in God’s
promise that his descendants would inherit Canaan. Therefore, Issac had to establish his
family in Canaan and not to go elsewhere. Also, by marrying someone from Abraham’s clan,
Isaac ensured that his wife would believe in Jehovah. Abraham was rich. He could have
organized a beauty pageant and chose the best-looking Canaanite from an influential family.
That would guarantee Isaac a successful future in a foreign land. But those were not
Abraham’s goals. He knew that Isaac was born of God’s promise. His son would carry on the
family’s heritage and continue God’s covenant. Therefore, his future wife must come from
the bloodline of Abraham’s family and she must also follow the same God. Today, there are
many valid reasons for getting married. Some people want to get a lifelong partner to curb
loneliness, share bills or produce a few babies. Those are reasonable goals. But for
Christians, personal choices will have spiritual consequences. The person you marry will
affect your relationship with God. Your spouse will either draw you closer to God or pull you
away from Him. If that person is not a believer, then there will be many potential conflicts
down the road. Will both of you attend church every Sunday or go to Dim Sum King? Will



your spouse agree that your money is God’s money? Can the two of you make compromise
about life goals, whether to serve God or to get rich? What about parenting? Is the top
priority bringing kids to Jesus or sending them to name-brand colleges? The difference is
whether we pursue God’s blessings or chase after the world’s treasures. Single brothers and
sisters and Christian parents: let us make a pledge to God that we will only look for
Christians in future marriages.

2. t&%5 The Prayer

With that pledge, the servant and a few assistants went on their way. They arrived in late
afternoon. The servant rested outside the town when he said a prayer to God. We pick up the
story in verse 12 to 14. It turned cooler when the sun was about to set. Women came out to
draw water. The servant asked God for a sign. He hoped that the lady who gave him water to
drink, and also volunteered to give water to his camels would be the wife for his young
master. How did things turn out? Look at verse 15 and 21. I love the description in verse 15:
Rebekah showed up even before the servant finished praying. Would it not be great if God
answers our prayers that fast? But more than likely, God wants us to wait patiently. The
author describes Rebekah as “very attractive in appearance, a maiden whom no man had
known.” In essence, she was beautiful and she was never married. Just like the servant
prayed, Rebekah did not only give him water, she also offered to get water for his ten camels.
One camel can drink as much as 15 to 30 gallons (or 60 to 110 liters) of water in one shot!
Just imagine how much effort it would take for Rebekah to serve ten thirsty animals! She
must be a muscular women! More importantly, she had a kind heart. In subsequent
conversation, the servant learned that Rebekah’s grandfather was a brother of Abraham. That
means that she would be one generation younger than Isaac. We mentioned a while back that
marriages between close relatives were permissible until God prohibited it in the Law later.
Rebekah checked all the boxes! The servant then presented her a nose ring and two bracelets
as gifts. He was not shy to ask to stay overnight at her family’s house. He could not wait to
present a marriage proposal. The beauty of Rebekah caught the attention of the servant. But
even more attractive was her thoughtfulness to his needs. What do you look for in a potential
boyfriend, girlfriend or a future spouse for your kid? The height and weight? How the person
dresses? What brand of handbag she uses or what kind of car he drives? It is true that the first
impression will last. But do not be fool by the outward package. The stuft you see can be
items borrowed from friends, not to mention there is something deceptive called makeup.
Spend time to talk to the person. Pay attention to how he/she interacts with others. Then you
will get a glimpse of his/her personality and values. Is the person cold or warm, indifferent or
compassionate, self-centered or helpful to others? People will only grow old and things of
this world will gradually fade away. In comparison, a person with good moral characters will
continue to mature. Those qualities will become more attractive with time.

3. =1#( The Plan

Rebekah immediately ran home and told her family what had happened. Her older brother
Laban saw the gold nose ring and gold bracelets the servant gave to her sister. He then went



to the well and invited the visitors to his home for a meal. The servant said he would not eat
until he explained the plan of this trip. He talked about his master Abraham, his assignment
to look for a wife for Isaac and his encounter with Rebekah. The servant highlighted God’s
role in Abraham’s family, and how God directed him to Rebekah. God blessed his master
with great wealth. He enabled the couple to have a son at old ages. Abraham had faith that
God would lead the servant to the right woman. The servant also patiently waited for God’s
guidance in his pursuit. Laban was convinced that God intended to match Rebekah with
Isaac. We resume the story in verse 49 to 54. The conclusion was clear: Rebekah was a
perfect bride. Laban reasoned that if it was God’s will, then he should not reject the request.
In the ancient world, parents on both sides decided the marriage for their children. In this
case, Rebekah’s mom was silent and her dad played a passive role. Laban represented the
family in the matter. At that time, it was not unusual for an older brother to make marriage
plans for his younger siblings. Therefore, it was not out of the ordinary for Laban to be the
decision-maker for the family. Both sides came to an agreement. They celebrated with a
dinner. It was evident to everyone that God was the match-maker behind the scene. God
works in the same way today. Do you see God’s hand in your life from dating to marriage? It
is God’s plan as much as your plan. Surely, single people may feel stressful about their
future-half. Parents and relatives may give you pressure. Anxiety will pile up as one after
another of your peers get married. Movies and music often send unbiblical messages about
marriage life too. Be patient and wait on the Lord may seem to be cliches to you. But that is
exactly what God expects from us. There is no doubt that it takes efforts to look for a suitable
person. Quite likely dating can bring you the sweetest memories and the most painful
nightmares all at once. However, ultimately you must trust God. He knows our needs more
than we know ourselves. He will lead you to the ideal person at the right time. One more tip:
rather than looking for the perfect candidate, prepare yourself to be a likeable person. I am
talking about internal qualities. Ask God to shape you to be more like Christ. Virtues such as
gentleness, courage, sincerity and integrity are more charming than fancy clothes and
expensive perfumes.

4. #EFE The Progression

Everything went well as planned. We will wrap up the story with the last P word on the list,
which is progression. The servant achieved the goal of finding a bride. That set God’s
promises to Abraham in a progression. The servants, his men, Rebekah and her maids were
ready to leave the next morning. Before that, Laban gave his sister a blessing in verse

60: ...“Our sister, may you become thousands of ten thousands, and may your offspring
possess the gate of those who hate him!” It is common to wish a family member to have
many generations. The unique part is the second half of Laban’s blessing. Compare that to
what God said to Abraham in Genesis 22:17 — “... And your offspring shall possess the gate
of his enemies.” There was no way for Laban to know God’s promise to Abraham. This
seemingly spontaneous blessing to a sister confirmed God’s plan for the couple and their
future generations. They were blessed by God. We see a happy ending in verse 63 to 67.
Picture it like a plot in a romantic movie when a future husband and wife meet for the first
time. It does not happen on a computer screen or at a coffee shop, but outside Abraham’s



home. It was not a first date, but a bride on a ride! Rebekah got down from the camel to show
respect after she saw Isaac at a distance. She covered her face with a veil after she learned
that the person would be her coming husband. Much like the ancient Chinese world, a bride
in the Bible times covered her face until the wedding night. Through the way the servant
interacted with Isaac, we see that a progression had taken place. The servant addressed Isaac
as “my master.” Moreover, he reported everything to Isaac, even though it was Abraham’s
idea to look for a bride. Those implicit hints tell us that Isaac was about to take over the role
of his father. Subsequently, the boy and the girl got married. But there is no mentioning of a
wedding banquet. Instead, the author tells us two things: Isaac loved Rebekah and his heart
was comforted since the passing of his mom. The Bible rarely talks about the love between
couples. That does not mean it did not exist. The point is that I[saac cherished this woman,
even though they did not know each other before. Because of this new relationship, his grief
of losing his mom now turned into joy. With the marriage, Isaac transitioned to a full-grown
man. This couple would carry on God’s promises to Abraham. God would bless others
through them. God intends to use us in the same way. It is more than your education, career,
marriage and children. God can use those gifts to benefit others. To make this happen we
have to rely on Biblical principles when making decisions and follow God’s directions when
He opens the right doors.

4% CONCLUSION

We see in this story how God’s provision intertwines with people’s decisions for an amazing
outcome. It was a risky business to each character. Abraham did not know if he would have a
daughter-in-law, or how that lady would be like. The servant might not find a suitable wife
for his young master. Both Isaac and Rebekah had no choice as to who they would marry.
Isaac’s family was rich. But what if he was short, not so handsome and bald? What if
Rebekah was slightly over-weight and had a bad temper? Laban might have never met
Abraham. How could he trust the servant’s words and leave her sister’s future in the hands of
some unknown relatives? Everyone required much faith. Abraham’s household witnessed the
faithfulness of God firsthand. Laban’s family had to trust that the servant was telling the
truth, that God had been blessing Abraham. Today we put our faith in the same God. How He
worked in the past in our lives and others’ lives gives us confidence for today, and it
motivates us to step into the future. Genesis 24 is indeed a love story. But it is more than a
love story between a man and a woman. It also shows God’s love for the people He had
chosen. God will bless those who follow Him wholeheartedly.
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