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5] INTRODUCTION

The passage today is about the two boys of Isaac and Rebekah. I happen to have two sons as
well. When I first became a dad, people would ask me: “Do you have any children?” I often
answered them: “I have double the trouble at home.” Some senior folks would lecture me for
saying that. Therefore, I changed my reply later and said: “God gave me a second blessing.”
Isaac and Rebekah seemed to have a mix of double-trouble and a second blessing. As we
come to chapter 25, there is a transition in Abraham’s story. This father of many was about to
pass the baton to his son Isaac. The first 18 verses cover a few things. First, the later life of
Abraham, his death and burial. Second, Abraham sent all other children away and made Isaac
the only person to inherit all he had. Third, the author wraps up the life of Ishmael, the half-
brother of Isaac. We find Ishmael’s genealogy, his death and the territory of his descendants.
After settling all those details, the focus is switched to Isaac. Two weeks ago, we studied the
marriage of Isaac and Rebekah. Abraham sent a servant back to his hometown a thousand
miles away and brought back a bride. God intended to bless this couple. Just like the
experience of many Biblical characters, God’s goodness overcomes human weakness and
even sinfulness in future stories. It proves over and again that God can accomplish His will
despite our wit. God does not need us in His plans; but we need Him in our lives. Those who
follow Him will truly be blessed.

fiZfE EXPLANATION
1. ~Z2HJHE Problem with Conception

This happy marriage soon hit a road-block. Rebekah had a problem with conception. We
begin our reading from verse 19 to 23. It looked like history repeated itself in the family.
Rebekah’s mother-in-law Sarah had the same problem. The major difference was how Isaac
solved the issue. Unlike his father, Isaac did not get a second wife to produce a baby. Instead,
he prayed for his wife. Verse 21 may sound like an instant noodle-soup answer from God. If
you compare verses 20 and 26, you will know how long the couple had to wait. It was a 20-
year delay! God wanted this couple to be patient. He then flipped the switch at the perfect
timing. Finally, Rebekah conceived. But something unusual happened. There was pushing
and shoving in her womb. The moms among us can testify that developing babies in the
tummy do move. After all, they are living human beings! Rebekah was puzzled. There was
no ultrasound technology back then to check what was going on inside. In her frustration,
Rebekah prayed just like her husband did. God replied to her in verse 23 ...“Two nations are
in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger
than the other, the older shall serve the younger.” A few things to note. First, it was a twin.
Second, the babies would be the ancestors of two nations. Third, the younger sibling would
be the more powerful one. The clashing was an early sign of future conflicts. God chose to
bless Isaac over his older half-brother. God planned to do the same thing to Rebekah’s future
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babies. What can we learn so far in the story? Isaac prayed when he faced an uncontrollable
situation. Husbands: God assigns you as the spiritual leader in the family. You should gather
your wife and kids to pray when dealing with major issues. Perhaps dad’s job security is
uncertain, or mom will have a medical checkup. You recognize God as the Lord of the family
as you pray. Rebekah also prayed when she came across an unknown situation. Prayer is a
humbling experience. We will not turn to God until we admit we can’t and only God can.
However, prayer is unlike calling technical support. The goals are not only to understand
what goes wrong and how to resolve the matter. The key is to submit to God. We let Him
take charge. We determine to follow Him in the direction He will guide us to.

2. S RHJRSRE Problem at Inception

It did not take long for Rebekah to witness the fight between her twins. The two babies had
problems right at inception. Let us continue to read verse 24 to 28. The first baby was unique
in his appearance. He was hairy and he had a red skin-tone. The parents thus gave him the
name Esau, meaning “hairy.” I feel bad for him. I imagine people would giggle every time he
introduced himself. My mom gave me a nickname “sweet potato” when I was a baby because
I was chubby. I hated it when neighbors called me that! Esau was not only red and hairy. He
had a red-neck character too. He enjoyed an outdoor life and he loved to hunt. If Esau lived
in the south today, he would wear camouflage clothes and drive a pickup truck hauling a boat
or an all-terrain-vehicle. Esau was a tough dude. Whereas, his brother was odd in a different
way. He held onto Esau’s heel at birth. It was as if he were fighting to get out first. Therefore,
he was given the name Jacob, which means “to grab.” Unlike his brother, Jacob was a quiet
and an indoor person. Their contrasting personalities contribute to future conflicts. To make
the matter worse, their parents showed partiality. Verse 28 tells us: Isaac loved Esau because
he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. Isaac was a fan of the exotic food Esau caught.
On the other hand, Rebekah favored Jacob as her mama’s boy. Such bias paved the way to
tension in the family. Parents: you must treat your kids the same. Do not say to them: “How
come you are not good at math, music or sports like your sibling?” The answer is that they
did not come from a cookie-cutter. You should love them not because of what they look like,
what they can do or how they will pay you back. You cherish them because they are gifts
from God. Do not force them to follow the world’s template either. They do not need to
attend certain schools, study particular majors and pick specific careers to be counted as so-
called successful. Your task is to bring them up according to Biblical principles and help
them receive Jesus when they are still at home. In their upbringing, pay attention to what
they are good at doing and help them develop one’s potentials. That reminds me of a
conversation between my wife and I when our older son was no more than two-year-old. We
were in the car and he was in his car-seat at the back. My wife asked what profession I prefer
my son to have. I said: “I don’t mind even if the Lord assigns him to scrub toilets.” Then
someone protested: “No!” I asked why not. The little guy replied: “Because it stinks!” As
long as he follows the Lord, it is not a bad idea to become the best toilet-scrubber.



3. HERAYHIRE Problem from Deception

Soon the twins grew up. Next, we see a problem arising from deception due to Jacob’s
scheme. Look at verse 29 to 34. Esau came home exhausted and starving. Jacob just prepared
some lentil soup. There are different kinds of lentil beans. This one is red, matching the skin
color of Esau. He could not wait and asked his younger brother for some of it. Jacob seized
the moment and deceived his brother. He asked Esau to give him his birthright in exchange
for the stew. In many cultures, the first-born son will inherit the estate from the father. The
Law of Moses later specifies that the oldest son will get a double portion of the inheritance
over his younger brothers. Esau did not think for a moment and agreed with the request. He
said in verse 32: ...“I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?”” He thought he was
about to die of hunger. Jacob then asked Esau to make an oath to prove that he was serious.
The deal was sealed. When the writer of Hebrews looks back at the incident, he comments in
12:16-17 of the book: 16 That no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his
birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the
blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.
He previews what happened later when Rebekah conspired with Jacob to snatch the blessings
from Isaac at his old age. Esau finally realized that he made a terrible mistake by giving up
his birthright. Sadly, the decision was irreversible. The first-born right and God’s blessings
that follow would go to Jacob. Esau fell for an instant gain because he overlooked the long-
term privilege. It shows how powerful temptations are. Satan guarantees us immediate profit
at the expense our loyalty to God. As little as one look, a press of a button or a casual “yes”
may lead us to a wrong path. How can we guard ourselves from sinning? The simple answer
is: if we follow the Lord’s leading then we will not follow the devil’s lies. The Bible says we
are in a spiritual warfare. Routine training prepare soldiers for the battlefield. We must
saturate our minds with God’s Word on a daily basis. There is no short-cut. We can react
godly only if we think Biblically. Otherwise, we will act on impulse and go with the flow.
The difference is whether to gratify ourselves or to glorify God.

4. HEHIAVFEST Promise of Exception

So far we see a mix bag of God’s blessings and human brokenness. An infertile lady became
a mom. Each parent had their own favorite child. The younger brother deceived his sibling.
All looks like a plot from a soap opera. In the midst of the messy situation, God declared a
promise of exception. Listen again to God’s message in verse 23: ...“Two nations are in your
womb, and two peoples from within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the
other, the older shall serve the younger.” God chose the second child even before the twins
were born. The two sons would become two nations. Esau and Jacob were the ancestors of
Edom and Israel, respectively. The two countries became enemies down the road. Paul
explains the significance of this prophecy in Romans 9:11-12 — 11 Though they were not yet
born and had done nothing either good or bad — in order that God's purpose of election
might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls — 12 she was told, “The
older will serve the younger.” God decided to favor Jacob over Esau prior to their struggles
in the womb, Jacob grabbing Esau’s heel and the lentil soup trickery. It proves that God is



sovereign over people’s actions. The fact that Jacob’s deception fulfilled God’s plan does not
mean that God approved of sin. We see in latter stories that Jacob suffered consequences due
to his wickedness. He faced a death threat from Esau. He was cheated by his uncle Laban.
One of his legs was crippled by God. Jealousy among his twelve sons led to betrayal. Jacob
was heart-broken when he thought that his favorite son was killed. Jacob had a bitter-sweet
life. But he was blessed by God to become the father of the twelve tribes of Israel. The fact
that God can achieve beautiful outcomes despite our bad choices should not be a green light
to sin. “Do good and be blessed” is a command that comes with a promise. Regardless, if
God could use a person like Jacob, He can use us too. We do not choose God, it is He who
chooses us. Birth-order, family background, education and economic status and appearance
do not matter to God. We have the same starting point as lost children. Through Jesus, God
issues us a promise of exception. Whether it is a wild person like Esau or a wicked person
like Jacob, God can change any sinner into a saint. You can be saved today only because of
the mercy of God. Furthermore, only by God’s grace can we accomplish His plans in us.

45w CONCLUSION

God can accomplish His will despite our wit. His plans will not be derailed by people’s
character flaws and even sins. God used Isaac’s family even though every member was an
imperfect person. Their common issue is self-centeredness. Isaac and Rebekah each had their
preferred son. Esau was short-sighted. Jacob was sneaky. They fixed their eyes on what they
could get. But they ignored what God planned to achieve through their lives. God included
broken people like them in His covenant. God intended to bless them if they obeyed Him.
However, they traded what they could get now for what God promised to give them later.
Talking about bad trade, Jesus got the worst deal of all. The King of all kings came into the
world and became a servant. He sacrificed everything for us so that we can receive God’s
abundant grace. He died for our sins so that we can be forgiven. He gave up His life to
provide a new life for us. Through Jesus, we are adopted into God’s family. He lavishes us
with privileges and promises. In Christ, we find love, acceptance, joy, hope and all the
benefits God will give to us. All these blessings are yours if you accept this gift of salvation.
Admit your sins to God and receive Jesus into your heart with a simple faith. For those who
recognize Jesus as your Savior and Lord, you are in God’s covenant. It is an honorable title
to be called God’s children. Duties go hand-in-hand with this status. As such, you must
demonstrate your birthright wherever God sends you to. You must live like a child of God in
all you do.
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