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5] INTRODUCTION

Crashed cars, cracked phones and condemned houses prove the same point: broken products do
not cancel out their original purposes. Users are responsible for the failures. A church is like that
too. God only makes beautiful things. But we are often party-crashers. The Corinthian church
had people like that. As you read this letter, you will have a recurring reaction: “it is outrageous
for such a thing to happen in a church.” Those were people’s problems, not God’s. According to
the book of Acts, Paul founded the church during the second of his three mission trips. Most of
the members were non-Jewish folks. Paul spent 18 months there to disciple new believers. Later
he heard some serious matters in the church: division, immorality, lawsuits, to name but a few.
Therefore, Paul wrote this letter to correct those issues. Part of the problem had to do with the
background of its members. Corinth was a coastal city that existed in modern Greece. In the first
century, it was a hub for trading, culture and religion. At that time, a word “Corinthianize” was
coined to encourage people to live like a Corinthian. “Just eat, drink and enjoy life” they said.
Paul built a church in a pagan city like that. Some church members used to indulge in a fallen
lifestyle. With God’s help, they abandoned their sinful past and came clean. That is the beauty of
God’s power. He ministers effective grace even in a defective group of people. God is doing the
same thing today. We may not commit the same sins as the Corinthian church members did. But
we can stumble in our weaknesses if we do not rely on God. He redeems us from sin, and He
continues to sanctify us daily to become more like Jesus. If we fail to mature, then “Christian”
will only become a religious title, and a church is no more than a clubhouse. As we survey the
book, we need to constantly ask ourselves: is Paul describing my spiritual status and the
conditions of FCBC? We must conduct our church in God’s ways to avoid the same mistakes.
Therefore, I give an overarching theme “Church Orders in An Orderly Church” for our studies.

752 EXPLANATION
1. 35X God Gathers (v. 1-9)

The first 17 verses of chapter one can be divided into two sections: God’s calling to salvation and
people’s falling to sin. First, we will consider how God gathers people to become His children.
Let us first read verse 1 to 9.

A. THEYRERA God’s Authority

We see God’s authority on display as He gathers us. The word “called” is repeated four times in
this section. In verses 1, 2 and 9, the word describes God’s works in people. Paul says in verse 1
that he was called to be an apostle. In verse 2, members of the Corinthian church were called to
be saints. They were also called into fellowship with Jesus in verse 9. On all three occasions,
God took the initiative to call people to salvation and call them to different ministries. When did
God begin His calling? Paul tells us in Ephesians 1:4 — ...He chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him... God made a



decision whom He will save even before He created the universe! Think about that. No one
chooses God; it is God who chooses us. The Bible describes us as spiritually blind and dead. We
have no interest in spiritual matters when we are lost in sins. If God does not awaken our souls
then we will not be saved. You become a Christian today because God decided to save you
before you said “yes” to Him, before you went to a church and even before you existed. I said it
before and I will say it again: if God’s election does not humble you, then nothing will! God
saves you not because you are smarter, richer or better looking than anyone else. He saves you
out of His mercy and love for you. We should forever be thankful for His grace. The fact that
God determined who to save does not mean we do not need to share the gospel anymore. For
one, we do not know whom God has chosen. Our role is to tell people about Jesus and let them
make a decision. You became a believer because God sent someone to reach out to you. Now,
God is giving you authority to be a gospel messenger. Your words cannot convince people to
believe in Jesus. Only God’s Word carries power. God will give you wisdom and courage as you
rely on Him. Many people need to hear that Jesus is the only way to be saved and salvation is the
greatest blessing in this life. It is an utmost honor to be used by God as His witnesses.

B. AMJEEST Our Abilities

When God saves us, He also gives us abilities to serve Him. Here, the context is about church
ministries. The Bible calls those abilities as “spiritual gifts.” Paul praises the Corinthian believers
in verses 4 to 5: 4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was
given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all
knowledge. Those believers had gifts of speech and knowledge. In the Greek world, people
admired those who could talk and those who were educated. Paul goes on and affirms their
abilities in verse 7: ...you are not lacking in any gift... That is a great honor! Paul founded the
church. Those members were his spiritual babies. Paul must be proud of them much like parents
take pride in the achievements of their kids. They will be happy when their children win certain
competitions, receive awards and get scholarships from colleges. Likewise, there is no bigger joy
than to see the people you shared the gospel with become leaders and teachers in the church. But
abilities to serve in ministries come from God. He puts people with different abilities in the same
church for them to work together. No two persons are the same. Each of you make up for what
other people cannot do. Some people are good at cooking, singing, fixing things or teaching kids,
etc. We are like pieces in a jigsaw puzzle. It will not be a complete picture without you. God
equips you with certain abilities if you are a believer. His desire is for you to become fruitful in
ministries. In a small church like ours, you can always find opportunities to try out. Do not think
that everything has been taken care of and we do not need you. More than likely, new coworkers
will bring fresh ideas. Any input is good insight as long as it is consistent with Biblical truths.
Talking about involvement, it does not have to be something big or a position with a title. Can
you wash dishes, wipe tables, pick up trash, clean bathrooms, encourage people or pray for those
in needs? You are a guest if you wait for others to serve you. You are a family member if you
jump right in when you see a need. Let us build this church up by working together.

C. AHYAZHE Our Accountability

Since God gives us abilities to serve in a church, He demands our accountability to Him.
Ultimately, we will report to Him about how we use the gifts He gives us. Paul encourages



believers in the second half of verse 7 to verse 8: 7 ...as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. “The
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ” and “the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” both refer to His
second coming. The Bible tells us that one day Jesus will come back. He will do two things at
His return: judge the world and reward His followers. Meanwhile, the Lord will sustain us by His
grace and He will preserve our faith to the end. We just work hard in the tasks He gives us. One
day, we will give an account to the Lord. A few of Jesus’ parables talk about it. He is like a
landlord assigning duties to his servants before going away for a trip. On his return, he gathers
workers and hears their reports. Those who work hard are compensated. Those who slack off are
punished. Just like the master in those stories, the Lord looks at our faithfulness. Being faithful
does not necessarily mean successful. Sometimes you plan a program but few people attend. You
prepare a Bible study but people show little interest in the discussion. You pour out your heart in
ministries but there is criticism instead of compliment. Do not get frustrated! When Jesus taught
His lessons, many people did not listen and even His disciples were ignorant of the messages.
Can there be a better teacher than the Lord? Our job is to commit to the work God entrusts us.
He sees everything and He knows the intention of our hearts. Do not forget that you are serving
God through what you do. He will remember your contribution. Trust God and rely on His
power, then you will not lose heart. You will run out of ideas and feel overwhelmed by ministry
burdens, but God will strengthen you. Do your best even when no one is watching or counting
score. God sees your efforts before people notice the results.

2. AN47HY Men Scatter (v. 10-17)

God gathers people from everywhere into His church. However, due to our sinfulness, men
scatter a faith community. Let us continue to read verse 10-17. Division was a serious problem in
the Corinthian church. One sign was that members picked and chose their favorite leaders.

A. NEL{{EE Men Are Nobody

Paul reminds them that men are nobody. They are but vessels through whom God blesses a
church. Paul argues in verse 13 by asking: [s Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or
were you baptized in the name of Paul? The answer to all three questions is obviously “no.” A
church is Christ’s united body. Jesus died for all believers and we are baptized in His name.
About church leaders, Paul talks further in 3:5-6 of the book: 5 What then is Apollos? What is
Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the growth. God designates each worker specific tasks. Paul spread the
gospel wherever he traveled. Apollos was a teacher at a local church. They both shared some
credit. But ultimately, God gets the glory. He opened people’s hearts and saved their souls. Many
coworkers in this church teach, cook, sing, fix things, take care of young ones, etc. They need
your constant encouragement. But God is the hero behind the scene. He calls people and equips
them to serve. God is perfect but humans have flaws. Let us take teaching as an example. We
should respect Bible teachers for their role. But as you listen, you have to make sure that their
instructions are consistent with the Bible. The same is true when you read Christian books or
hear sermons. Sometimes, I can be wrong. Your corrections and suggestions help me do better. In
the end, the Bible is the foundation of our faith. Something is true not because your Bible teacher
says so but because God says so. We can be disappointed if we put the sole focus on men. Many



Christians leave the church when their favorite leaders stumble. Similarly, some people hesitate
to receive Jesus because they see too many bad examples in the church. Someone described a
church as a hospital full of patients. They are in the process of restoration. Perfect people live in
heaven. In any church, you can find greedy and selfish people who gossip and fight. Bad conduct
proves that we will fail without God. Therefore, our hope is in Him and not on people.

B. Zy&—48 Church Is One Body

Men are nobody because they are inadequate. Members should not take sides as to which leader
to follow because the church is one body in Christ. Paul urges them in verse 10: I appeal to you,
brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. Unity is
hard because people come from various backgrounds. They have different personalities,
preferences and levels of spiritual maturity. Unity is only possible when everyone agrees with
God’s Word and His mind. Instead of comparing our differences, we should focus on our
common beliefs. Paul says in Ephesians 4:2-6 — 2 With all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that
belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is
over all and through all and in all. Paul draws their attention to the seven “ones” in verses 4 and
5. Those are the shared beliefs every Christian must hold onto. How? Paul says each person must
grow in their humility, gentleness, patience and love. Those qualities will work like super glue
that binds the church into one body. Without such effort, conflicts will arise. More than likely,
the arguments are not about Biblical doctrines but personal opinions over trivial matters. Our
church will change the carpet this year. Coworkers showed us samples and asked us to pick the
colors we like. Some people may like the decision, others may not. It will be silly to leave this
church simply because you do not like the color of the carpet! Similar examples are like what
songs to sing in worship, what Sunday school materials to use and what food the kitchen should
cook. You can give inputs in a respectful manner. Then you should pray for coworkers that God
will guide them to the best decisions. You learn to submit to them even if the results are not your
favorite choices. You lay aside your preferences to maintain harmony in the one church body.

CONCLUSION &E4

God ministers effective grace even in a defective group of people. We have many capable people
in our church. Each of us by ourselves can accomplish certain things. But only by working
together and following our Lord can we reach the common goals He sets for us. The following
story illustrates the importance of unity. At a country fair, people gathered to watch an old-
fashioned game. Weights were put on a sled to see which horse could haul the biggest load. In
the end, the winner pulled 4,500 pounds, while the runner-up managed 4,400 pounds. Some
people wondered how heavy the two horses could handle if they were hitched together. Nine
thousand pounds? The result was 12,000 pounds! The lesson is clear. Two persons working as a
team will be able to tackle more than the total amount of work each person can do. Imagine what
one hundred members in FCBC can achieve if we submit to the guidance of the Lord and work
together in unity. There can be a community only when there is unity.
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