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5] INTRODUCTION

Let me begin with a question: is the Bible easy to understand? Different people will have
different answers. Think about it this way: if you have something important to tell others, then
you will make your message straightforward. Suppose one day scientists find a way to treat all
kinds of cancer. They will share the news in journals and on TV. Before long, everybody will
know it via the internet. Those researchers may deserve a Nobel Prize and they will possibly
make a lot of money. They will not hide their discovery if they want to benefit people. God has
an even more important news to tell us. He desires to save many through Jesus Christ. The Bible
tells us all we need to know about God. He shares the meanings in a clear fashion. However,
some people believe that there are hidden messages in the Bible. The hypothesis of “Bible
codes” has existed for a few centuries. Proponents suggest that God conceals secret information
in the book. People “decode” messages as they extract Hebrew alphabets by skipping a fixed
number of letters, for example every 10, 50, etc. For example, by aligning every twelfth letter in
Isaiah 53:5, it comes up the statement “Jesus is my name.” With this method, they claim that key
historical events like major earthquakes, the Holocaust and the assassination of some political
figures were predicted in the Bible. That seems fascinating, although other experts said those
discoveries were statistically insignificant. Why would God say things in a cryptic language?
The Bible is not written for the FBI, CIA or mathematicians. He gives His Word to ordinary
people like you and me. God wants to communicate with us and not to complicate things. In that
regard, salvation truth is a plain plan that only simple-minded people can understand it.

fiZ¥E EXPLANATION
1. (B #{H15 Message Was Dispersed

Paul began by recalling how the gospel message was dispersed among the Corinthian people. Let
us read verse 1 to 5. The related background is recorded in Acts 18. Paul went to the city and
came to know a Christian couple who were tent-makers, the same profession Paul had. The
apostle began to meet with people in the synagogue and shared the gospel on every Sabbath.
Some Jews rejected the message that Jesus was the Christ. Paul was fed up with them and he said
that from now on he would go to the Gentiles instead. But among his audience, some people
accepted Jesus. Thus the church was founded. The Lord encouraged Paul in a dream to stand
firm. The apostle then stayed for 18 months to disciple new believers. Paul honestly admitted
that at that time he was weak, fearful and even trembling. Why? Perhaps it was because he had
never been to the city. He did not know what to expect. The Jewish peers might not want to listen
to the gospel. The Greeks might despise Paul’s message too. Among them could be some super
intelligent and influential folks. Paul was a scholar. He could have relied on his knowledge and
debate tactics to reason with them. But he did not use that approach. He testifies in verse 2: For |
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. Paul focused on the
core message. The gospel is all about Jesus’ identity as God and His death for the forgiveness of
sins. Last week we mentioned that Christ and His cross were a stumbling block to the Jews and a
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laughing stock to the Greeks. Paul shared the truth as it is, even though he expected some
negative responses. In verse 5, Paul says he did so for a reason: so that your faith might not rest
in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. People were saved not because Paul convinced
them with his words but because God convicted them in their hearts. Paul knew that he was just
a messenger. Therefore, he faithfully shared the gospel and let God work in people’s minds. The
power rests on God’s Word not human words, just like Paul says in Romans 1:16 — For I am not
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek. Ultimately, God gets the glory for saving people. We are honored
to be gospel messengers. God may not call you to be a pastor or missionary. But every believer is
an evangelist. You may feel timid to tell people about Jesus. People’s ridicule and opposition will
intimidate you too. Your non-believing relatives may think that you are silly to follow a “western
religion.” Your supervisor may give you a hard time if he knows that you are a Christian. Very
often, you are even too anxious to say grace over lunch in public. But fear can be a good
reminder that we must rely on God. He will give us boldness to stand up for what we believe. He
will grant us wisdom of what to say. All you need is a quick silent prayer, telling God: “Lord,
help me. I need your strength to overcome my weakness. Give me courage to be a faithful
witness of Yours.” People may not like you because they hate the God you believe. That only
proves that they are on the wrong side and you are on the right side. Do not be upset if people
show no interest or even react strongly to what you say. Continue to pray for them. Give them
time to think it over and allow God to work in their hearts. We must not water down our message
to suit the audience’s appetite either. We are not sharing a social gospel, that God wants to create
a better world in this life. We are not sharing a material gospel, that God desires to make
everyone wealthy and happy. We are not sharing an emotional gospel, that God affirms people’s
self-worth and condone their anti-Biblical lifestyles. We share a spiritual gospel true to the Bible,
that we are lost in sin, and Jesus is the only way to be reconciled with the Father.

2. BEAHAMSfEFH Mystery Was Disclosed

The gospel was dispersed through Paul’s effort. In the process, God’s mystery was also
disclosed. Let us hear verse 6 to 10. There is a mystery in the gospel message. Paul tells us what
the mystery is in the second half of verse 7: ...God decreed before the ages for our glory. Paul
refers to the fact that God has prepared to share His glory with those He decided to save. When
did God make His choices? It was “before the ages,” meaning before He created the universe.
The Bible says God has a book of life that contains the names of all believers. He executes His
plan based on His schedule. The Father sent Jesus into the world. The Lord died on the cross.
Then at the proper times, one after another of the chosen people hear the gospel and are saved.
Their status as God’s children is thus restored. God will preserve them in this life through
eternity. The whole plan to save people through Jesus is God’s mystery. No one could have
thought of that, or else leaders would not have nailed Jesus to the cross. Those leaders included
the Jewish religious teachers and the Roman officials. The religious leaders thought they had
taken care of an eyesore who kept criticizing them. The Romans thought they prevented a
revolution by getting rid of the head. Who could have imagined that they killed the Lord who
came to save them? That once again shows God’s wisdom. Such plan is a mystery. The Greek
word for “mystery” refers to something that is concealed until it is revealed at the right moment.
Think of it like a surprise party. Your friend is the birthday star. He feels upset that no one
remembers his special day. You pretend that you forget too. Out of the blue, you invite him to a



restaurant after work. As he enters a VIP room, a bunch of buddies jump out and yell “Happy
Birthday!” The birthday boy almost has a heart-attack. But he is super happy for the surprise. We
should feel excited when we are saved too. In verse 9, Paul quotes the words of prophet Isaiah to
describe the joy: ...“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what
God has prepared for those who love him.” Paul is not talking about your next new car or your
future spouse. He is referring to God’s mystery to save us through Jesus. The cross was not an
accident, and it was more than a conspiracy. It was God’s predetermined plan to save us. His love
should humble us. Why should the supreme God care about insignificant people like you and
me? Why would the Father sacrifice His own Son to save us miserable sinners? As amazing as it
is, salvation is only the beginning of our new life in Christ. God does not abandon us as orphans
after He saved us. The Lord promises to walk with us every step if we follow Him. He gives us
peace, love and hope whether in good or bad times. Nothing can undo our privilege as God’s
children once we are saved. Jesus has also prepared an eternal home for His followers. The
sorrow, pain and separation we experience in this life are brief and minor. The Lord reserves
incomparable riches and honor for those who love Him. Brothers and sisters: do you realize that
salvation is the biggest blessing you can ever receive in this life? Then do not let any temporary
issue diminish your joy in the Lord. Do you truly understand the utmost honor to be called a
child of God? Then be confident and courageous to witness Jesus through your conduct. Are you
fully convinced that Jesus is the only way to salvation? Then do not keep it as a secret but share
it with your friends. God saved you because He wants to save others through you. Do you look
forward to the everlasting glory God has prepared for you in heaven? Then you should tell others
about Jesus so that they will join you in the future huge celebration.

3. ZHEFFEHHE Meanings Were Discerned

The gospel message was dispersed by Paul. The mystery in God’s salvation plan was disclosed.
Paul went on and told the Corinthian believers that the meanings in God’s Word were discerned
with God’s help. Let us finish reading the last section in the second half of verse 10 to verse 16.
The word “spirit” is repeated eight times in this passage, six of which refer to the God’s Spirit.
The Holy Spirit lives inside believers and He helps them discern God’s Word. In verse 11, Paul
uses a simple analogy to illustrate: For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that
person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of
God. No one knows you completely except yourself. Your family members, good friends and
spouse know your personality, your favorite colors and food, etc. But they cannot discern your
fears, dreams and secrets unless you share with them. In comparison, the Holy Spirit knows
everything about the Father because all three persons of the Trinity are in perfect unity. The idea
is that we cannot know anything about God unless He tells us. This special revelation is crucial
to one’s salvation. Paul explains in verse 14: The natural person does not accept the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are
spiritually discerned. A “natural person” is a non-believer. He/she is a human with a soul. But the
Holy Spirit is not in that person, therefore he/she cannot understand the Bible. Any literate
person can read the Bible, but only Christians can discern the meanings behind the words. It is
not because they are smarter. It is because the Holy Spirit gives them insight to understand. The
story of the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8 is a good illustration. This official came a long way from
East Africa to Jerusalem to worship God. He was reading Isaiah 53 on his way back. It depicts
Jesus as a suffering servant. The man did not understand the passage. The Holy Spirit sent a



church leader named Philip to approach the eunuch. The man asked Philip in verse 34: ...“About
whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”” Philip told the
man that [saiah was describing Jesus. He was the sacrificial Lamb of God. That must have been
an “aha!” moment to the eunuch. He got it, and so he received Jesus and was even baptized on
the spot. The Holy Spirit in Philip helped him explain the truth. The Holy Spirit works in the
same way today. You need to pray for seeker friends that the Holy Spirit will open their minds as
you share the gospel. Pray for yourself too that God will give you wisdom as you talk. For
example, you can use analogies just like Jesus told parables. We are prodigal children but the
loving Father waits for us to come home. We are ignorant like wandering sheep. Jesus the Great
Shepherd looks for us and leads us back to the right path. You can come up with other everyday-
life examples as the Holy Spirit leads you. Besides divine guidance, we also have commentaries
and online resources to help us understand the Bible. However, all that information cannot
replace the Bible. Do not just glance through a three-minute devotion. You must spend time to
read the Bible. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand the passage and apply the truths.
Sunday school teachers must begin preparing your lesson from God’s Word. Read the text over
and again and pray for illumination before you look up any reference. I do that on a regular basis.
It is not unusual for God to give me insights when I am driving, listening to Christian music or
even in the middle of the night. If God does not speak to me first, then I will have nothing to
preach. What you hear every Sunday is not an essay on a certain topic. It is a man’s effort to use
limited words to try to explain God’s wisdom. God’s Word has the final authority.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Salvation truth is a plain plan that only simple-minded people can understand it. The whole
gospel and even the whole Bible is centered on Christ. It explains that we can never go to God on
our own effort. That is why God came to us. It is impossible for us to use anything to exchange
for salvation. Therefore, Jesus died for our sins. You can receive a new life if you confess your
sins and receive Jesus by faith. As for our brothers and sisters: God has a mission for you. He
asks you to witness to others the new life you have in Christ. A man named Jimmy Moore had
some important information to tell others too. He literally got a new life in 1986. He underwent a
heart transplant. In the following year, 30-year-old Moore finished a triathlon race in Nashville.
He was wearing a T-shirt with a statement “I’'VE HAD A CHANGE OF HEART” when he
crossed the finish line with tears. Moore wanted to prove a point that transplant patients can
conduct a normal life just like healthy people do. Throughout the years, he has dedicated his time
to promote organ transplant. He has an important message to share because it completely
changed him. As Christians, we have good news to tell the mankind — Jesus has changed our
hearts. Will you be a faithful messenger?
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