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INTRODUCTION 2|2

The story is about the first miracle Jesus performed at a wedding celebration. The event
happened at Cana of Galilee. It was a small village about nine miles to the north of Nazareth, the
hometown of Jesus. The Lord, His mother and His disciples were invited to the party. At that
time, it was common to include everyone in a village in the feast. The groom’s family would pay
for all the expenses. Depending on their financial status, a wedding banquet could last a few days
to a full week. Besides food, wine was a must. The beverage was diluted to one-third to one-
tenth of its strength. It is less strong than ordinary beer today. Let us be clear, the Bible does not
forbid drinking wine. But God warns us about getting drunk. Too much of a good thing may
cause harm. The problem in the story was not binge-drinking but there was no more wine. It
would be a huge embarrassment to the families on both sides not to entertain the guests with
drinks. People would remember their failure for a long time! You know how the problem was
resolved: Jesus came to the rescue. He provided wine when people needed it. That reminds me of
a beer commercial. At a backyard party, a man told his buddies that he recently adopted a rescue
dog named “Wego.” They wondered what kind of strange name it was. The man said it might not
be the best-looking dog, but it could do amazing things. He encouraged his friends to call the dog
to come to them. Therefore, someone shouted: “Here, Wego!” Lo and behold, the pet came
forward and he hauled a six-pack of beer in its mouth. That is the tagline of the commercial:
Here we go! Compared to what the dog does, Jesus’ goal was not to save a party. He shows His
glory so that people will come to know His story.

EXPLANATION fizfs
1. Deficient in Wine ;& )/

In the passage, the party was clearly deficient in wine. The groom was responsible for the matter.
But in verse 3, Mary asked Jesus for help. It implies that Mary might have a role in the event.
Jesus’ reply in verse 4 seems odd: ...“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has
not yet come.” First up, it sounds rude to call one’s mom “woman.” The description is actually
similar to how some people in the south address their parents as “sir” and “ma’am.” Therefore,
Jesus was not disrespectful. He was not annoyed by the request either. By this time, Jesus was a
full-grown man. He just started His gospel ministry. He called five disciples in the previous
chapter. Jesus told Mary that His “hour” had not come. When the word “hour” appears in the
gospel of John, it often refers to Jesus’ death and His subsequent resurrection. For example, 13:1
reads: Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart
out of this world to the Father... The context is the Last Supper. Jesus understood that He would
be arrested a few hours later and be nailed to the cross the next day. All in all, Jesus was telling
Mary that supplying wine to the wedding guests had nothing to do with His mission on earth.
However, we shall see that Jesus met their need anyway. We will explore His reason for doing so
in a moment. Keep in mind that Mary did not expect Jesus to perform a miracle. Her request was
more like: “Son, please do something!” Perhaps she thought Jesus could send His disciples to
look for wine nearby. After Mary explained the situation, she turned to the servants and told them
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to follow whatever instructions Jesus might give them. Mary then walked away. She trusted that
Jesus could figure out a solution. That is a good reminder to us that we should show faith as we
pray. God has mighty power to solve any problem we may have. Therefore, the question is not
whether or not God can fulfill our needs. He will if He is willing. The question is whether or not
we have patience to wait on God and whether or not we are satisfied with the answer from Him.
Besides, by attending the feast, Jesus obeyed the customs of the people He came to serve and
save. To our Lord, going to parties was a way to do ministry. Some Christians mistakenly believe
that it is against the Bible to have fun. When you break down the word “recreation” you will get
re-creation. Leisure activities can rest our minds and bodies so that we will be reenergized when
we get back to daily routines. I see movies, listen to music and watch sports in my free time. We
can have fun even when we are in the church too! It is not just about playing pickleball. A month
ago, some young people led songs. We had fun when we sang. After all, this is a sanctuary, not a
cemetery! Besides, we have dinner almost every Friday. We organize potlucks every now and
then. Eating is more than filling our stomachs. It is a time to connect. We chat about what is
going on in our lives. We can seize opportunities and talk about Jesus with seeker friends too.
When [ first became a believer, a late pastor in my home church shared the gospel at weddings
and funerals, and just about every gathering he was invited to speak. He learned it from Jesus. If
our Lord could talk about faith wherever He met people, then so should we.

2. Magnificent Wine 3574

The wedding banquet was deficient in wine. People might wonder where to get help. Little did
they know that Jesus was about to offer a magnificent wine. He asked the servants to fill six pots
with water. John says those pots contained water for purification purposes. It can mean cleaning
utensils and washing hands before eating. Jesus then asked the attendants to draw some water out
and give it to the master of the ceremony. The man tasted it and noticed that it was wine. Not just
ordinary wine, but it was a magnificent one! Without a doubt, it was a miracle. Jesus added
carbon to water and rearranged its molecular structure to become ethanol. The master of the
ceremony then pulled the groom aside and said to him in verse 10: ... “Everyone serves the good
wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good
wine until now.” He thought the groom defied commonsense by saving the best wine to the end.
Suppose you go to a Chinese banquet. Usually there will be chicken, duck and fish, followed by
mushroom and veggies. You know that there are no more goodies when fruit comes to the table.
You may skip the oranges before you leave. What if the waiters bring out lobster and roasted pig
next? Some guests may grumble and wonder why those dishes were not served earlier. Of
course, smart people will quickly ask for some to-go boxes and take some delicacies home! Jesus
broke the norm because He only gave the best blessings. Everyone noticed that the last batch of
wine was superior. Naturally, they asked the groom where it came from. But that is not John’s
focus. He puts the attention on the disciples. Look at verse 11: This, the first of his signs, Jesus
did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. They knew
what had happened and they believed in Jesus as a result. What did they believe about Jesus?
The disciples had yet to recognize that He was the Messiah, namely, the Savior. It was not until
after Jesus’ resurrection that they finally connected the dots. For the time being, they might only
believe that Jesus had power to change water to wine. This was the first of the seven miracles
John recorded in his gospel. He calls those supernatural acts “signs.” Signs provide information.
Drivers pay attention to road-signs about speed limits, directions or construction, etc. A sign



points you to something important. Changing water to wine was more than about refilling the
drink. It revealed the nature and work of Jesus. He has supernatural power because He is God.
He came not to give free drink but to save mankind. Jesus hoped that people would believe in
Him by observing what He did. The disciples were on the right track, although their faith must
keep growing. Compared to those men, other people seem to overlook the significance of the
miracle. They were happy to have the best wine to enjoy. Do we often misplace our focus like
those people in the story did? God gives us signs over and over again to prove that He is still
active in the world and in our lives. God wants to increase our faith when He answers our
prayers. We should not keep our eyes on the result and forget the reason why God helps us.
Similarly, He hopes to generate faith in those who do not know Jesus. It should create interest
about God when they witness His power. Through such interaction, God wants people to realize
that He loves them. He wants to draw them closer to Him and eventually to receive Him.

CONCLUSION %E4

Jesus shows His glory so that people will come to know His story. He wished that this last wine
He supplied would last in people’s minds. Jesus gave people a sign as He began His ministries.
He changed the nature of water by supernatural power. He caused something ordinary to become
extraordinary. He could change you to a new person too! Unlike the man in the following story,
you must get rid of the bad habits and submit yourself to the Lord. A policeman stopped a car
because it was swinging from side to side. The driver turned out to be a priest. The cop signaled
the driver to lower his window. Just then, he could smell the odor of alcohol. To make the matter
worse, he saw a wine bottle on the passenger seat. He asked politely: “Father, I notice that you
are driving irregularly. Have you been drinking?”” The priest denied: “Of course not.” The cop
pointed to the bottle and asked: “Then what is that, and why do I smell alcohol?” The priest
excused himself again: “Oh, that? It just contains water.” He then picked up the bottle and took a
sniff. He exclaimed: “Oh no! The Lord did it again!” Besides paying a huge fine, the man had to
correct his drinking problem too. Today, you may be struggling with other issues, perhaps it is
bitterness about the past, anxiety about the future, bad temper or bad mouth. No matter what it is,
bring it to God. Just like Mary approached Jesus, we say to Him: “Lord, I need Your help!” If
Jesus is not your Lord, He can give you a new life if you accept Him into your heart by faith. The
same Lord told the disciples at the Last Supper that He would establish a new covenant with
them. He raised a cup of wine and said to them: “This cup represents the blood I will shed for
you. I will not drink it with you again until we meet in my Father’s Kingdom.” That last cup of
wine points to an eternal celebration that will last forever.
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