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5] INTRODUCTION

No one likes to talk about sin, just as no one likes to think about disease. Yet, as with physical
health, spiritual health requires both prevention and cure. Ignoring a problem does not make it
disappear. Sin is a serious matter because it is an offense against God, even though different sins
have different consequences. You may not harm anyone by feeling jealous of someone else’s new
phone or car. Still, even when no one else is hurt, every sin brings shame and sorrow to God. In
this chapter, Paul addresses not only a serious sin but an open one. Previously, the Corinthians
boasted about their favorite leaders. Now they were taking pride in their tolerance of sin. Paul
commands them to confront the situation because it would affect both inside and outside of the
church. Sin can set off a chain reaction. The danger is it may remain hidden for a time, and by
the time it is exposed, significant damage has already been done. Consider a rotten apple. It
appears flawless when you pick it up at the grocery store. You assume it is fine, until you cut it
open. The problem may have begun with tiny fungal spores that settled on the flower as the fruit
was forming. Over time, those spores grow into mold, and the fruit decays from the inside out. In
the same way, sins that are tolerated within a church will gradually weaken its foundation. A
church that copies the fallen world cannot effectively reflect God’s holiness. But there is hope
when believers return to God. He is always in the work of restoring souls. While sin can rot a
church from its core, God can renew and reform His people from within.

% EXPLANATION
1. ¥5ERERRY{TE) Decisive Measure against Sin (v. 1-5)

Paul begins by calling for a decisive measure against sin. Let us read verses 1-5. The sin in
question is sexual immorality: a member of the Corinthian church had taken his stepmother. Paul
notes that not even unbelievers would tolerate such behavior. How did the church respond?
Members did not remain silent; they actually took pride in it. Instead of reflecting God’s
holiness, the church had adopted a standard lower than that of the world. Although Paul was
physically absent, he says he was present with them in spirit. It is like your heart aches when a
family member is going through some hardships, even though you are miles away. Those
believers were Paul’s spiritual children, and he could not ignore the situation. In verse 2 he tells
them plainly: And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this
be removed from among you. They should feel sad over the sin rather than feeling glad of their
tolerance of it. Obedience to the Lord ought to produce a deep disgust toward sin and lead to
corrective action. Paul instructs them to kick the person out from the church. Their tolerance
suggested that the offender did not feel remorse. Such decisive measure carries a spiritual
purpose. In verse 5 Paul writes: You are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. To deliver someone to Satan means
to put him outside the protective fellowship of the church, so that he would face the
consequences of his sin. Members should cease close association with him. Most likely, he
would either go to another church or stop attending church altogether. If he was a true believer,



however, his soul would still be saved. It is consistent with the belief of “once saved, always
saved.” The Holy Spirit would continue to convict him until he repented. God’s holiness creates
uneasiness in us when we harbor sin. By contrast, pride in sin leads only to deeper compromise.
Like the Corinthians, some churches today openly affirm anti-Biblical lifestyles. I remember
when my older son began college. He did not have a car at the time, so he visited various
churches with friends. One Sunday he attended a beautiful church just outside the campus. Its
website states that it welcomes people of all sexual orientations. In recent years, its denomination
has experienced intense internal conflicts over ordaining homosexual ministers and performing
same-sex marriages. As a result, more than 7,000 churches worldwide withdrew and formed a
new alliance. It is a tragic situation. It shows that standing for truth can be costly; but abandoning
the truth carries an even greater price. No church wants to go through painful discipline. Yet
accepting sins without repentance only leads to further indulgence. The church is not merely a
human organization; it is God’s household. He has set apart redeemed sinners to be His people.
Although no Christian is perfect, every believer is called to pursue God’s holiness. As one pastor
wisely said, “God loves us as we are, but He does not want us to remain that way.” God is
present with us at all times. We call upon His name whenever we gather. Imagine that an
important guest were to attend our service—the mayor of our city, the president of the Southern
Baptist Convention, or even the President of our country. We would mobilize the entire church to
ensure everything was spotless. We may plant flowers outside, vacuum every square inch of the
carpet, and scrub away every stain. If we would spend such effort for the visit of a person on a
single Sunday, how much more diligently should we purify our lives when the Lord is with us
24/7? Therefore, let us walk in righteousness as honorable children of God.

2. [RI9ES[#EAYBEESE Destructive Nature of Sin (v. 6-8)

Paul urged the Corinthian believers to take a decisive measure against sin. Next, he points out the
destructive nature of sin. Let’s look at verses 6—8. Paul says that lingering sin spreads through a
church the way yeast works through a dough. In the Bible, yeast often symbolizes sin. For
example, Jesus warned His disciples about the “yeast” of the religious leaders. He was talking
about their false teaching. They added man-made rules to God’s Law, and that corruption would
spread powerfully. Here, Paul connects yeast to the Passover. The Jews celebrate the Feast of
Unleavened Bread together with the Passover. God established both festivals when He delivered
Israel from Egypt. Passover remembers God’s saving grace. A lamb was sacrificed, and its blood
spared His people. After that meal came seven days of eating unleavened bread. During that
time, every bit of yeast had to be removed from their homes. The symbolic meaning is to purge
their sins since God set them apart as His people. He brought their ancestors out of slavery in
Egypt and led them to a land of freedom in Canaan. Paul makes it clear: Jesus is our true
Passover Lamb. He was sacrificed to bring us into a new relationship with God. Because of that,
believers must remove sin from their lives just as the Jews removed yeast from their homes. If
not, sin will spread through the church the way yeast spreads through a dough. Yeast feeds on
sugar and releases carbon dioxide, causing bread to rise and puff up. In the same way, sin quietly
grows and affects everyone around it. Some Christians argue that we should love and not judge,
since no one is perfect. But if we compromise sins, we will leave room for people outside the
church to create scandals. They add their imagination and spread rumors through social media.
Different opinions will further divide the church. But God does not operate by majority vote. He
perfectly balances compassion and holiness. He loves sinners, yet He hates sin. That same



mindset should shape the church. We are called to reflect God’s character, not to mirror the
world’s moral standards. Jesus said in Matthew 5:13—15: 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if
salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except
to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set
on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
stand, and it gives light to all in the house.” Christians are the salt of the earth. Our godly lives
should stand in contrast to the moral decay around us. We are also light. The light within us
shines into dark places. We proclaim the good news of forgiveness, hope, and salvation. You
cannot and should not hide your identity as a child of God. When people know you are a
believer, they will connect your behavior with your faith. Some Christians try to “lay low” and
blend in. But the danger is that, over time, you begin to compromise. You slowly adopt the
speech, habits, spending patterns, hobbies, and values of the people around you just to feel
accepted. Compare that with building strong relationships with mature believers. You study the
Bible together. You pray for and encourage one another. You begin to see life from a Biblical
perspective. That kind of fellowship strengthens your faith. We need one another. Christians are a
minority in society. Living out our faith is like rowing a boat upstream. If you stop growing in
your relationship with the Lord and with fellow believers, then you will naturally drift
downstream. That is why a faith community is so important. Your brothers and sisters need your
support as much as you need theirs.

3. [ASEHHHERYIEAL Definitive Censure for Sin (v. 9-13)

Paul asked the Corinthian church to take a decisive measure against sin. The brother who refused
to repent had to be disciplined. If not, the disruptive nature of sin would eventually affect the
entire community. Furthermore, Paul told the church to exercise a definitive censure for sin. We
will finish the reading from verse 9 to the end. Paul distinguishes between unsaved sinners in the
world and unrepented believers in the church. Paul is not telling Christians to cut themselves off
from all non-Christians. In fact, he says in verse 10 that if that were the case, they “would need
to go out of the world.” If we avoid all unbelievers, who would we share the gospel with? When
God saves us, He does not put us on a remote island or lock us safely inside a castle. He sends us
right back into everyday life to reach people who do not know Jesus. It is perfectly fine for you
to play pickleball or grab coffee with non-believers. But in verse 11, Paul is very specific about
whom the church must not befriend with: But now I am writing to you not to associate with
anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an
idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler — not even to eat with such a one. Paul adds a few other
sins to adultery. This list is of course not exhaustive. These are serious, visible sins that damage
both our relationships with others and our relationship with God. And again, the key issue is
unrepentant sins. Paul even says not to eat with those people. In any culture, sharing a meal is
more than filling stomachs. It expresses acceptance and fellowship. In other words, Paul is
calling the church to draw a clear line with someone who claims to follow Jesus but refuses to
turn from sin. In the final two verses, Paul clarifies the scope of this censorship: 12 For what
have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? 13
God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” God has given the church
authority to address internal matters. It is similar to how a mayor governs only the city that
elected him or her. Church leaders do not invent moral standards; they apply God’s standards.
They are not above others when they exercise discipline, because they are under the same



authority. Just as judges enforce laws rather than creating them, church leaders are accountable to
God. Our culture often says, “No one is above the law.” The same principle applies to the church.
God is absolute. In His eyes, things are either right or wrong. There is no gray area or middle
ground. There must be a definitive censorship as we look at sin. But if we are honest, how often
do we adopt the world’s mindset instead? Do we dream about winning the lottery, even though
Scripture calls such desire greed? Do we exaggerate accomplishments on a résumé, rather than
admit it is a form of dishonesty? Do we enjoy boasting ourselves without recognizing pride? Do
some sisters show too much skin in their clothes and indirectly lead brothers into temptation?
Ultimately, the question is this: Are we truly living out our new life in Christ? We should not
excuse ourselves by saying, “I was born that way,” or “It’s only a bad habit,” or “It’s my personal
freedom.” As a church family, we are called to speak truth to one another gently, but firmly. We
need both wisdom and love when addressing sin. Sometimes we clarify biblical standards for
those who do not know them. Sometimes we remind those who have forgotten. We give one
another room to grow. But we should stand on God’s principles even when someone refuses to
change. Indeed, we may hurt people’s feelings. But the more important thing is to draw a line
with the world. Faithfulness to God must come before popularity with people.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

While sins can rot a church from its core, God can reform people from within. When the problem
is serious, the treatment has to be in-depth too. Sin is not a genetic disorder. It is more than a
behavioral matter. It is a spiritual problem. It is a deliberate rebellion of God’s authority. So if sin
is the problem, “try harder” is not enough. We need an internal change. The Bible describes it as
a spiritual surgery: God removes our heart of stone and gives us a heart of flesh. When that
happens, we will have a desire to please God. That transformation is only possible because of
what Jesus Christ accomplished on the cross. He paid the penalty for our sins in full. In Him
alone, we find complete forgiveness. Whether it is the worst criminals sitting in a prison cell or a
respected billionaire known for generosity both need Jesus just the same. It is because every one
of us is born with a sinful nature. None of us can remove sin through good works. But here is the
beautiful part: God’s grace is available to everyone. Anyone who humbly admits their sin and
entrusts their life to Jesus can be saved. And once we receive a new life, we are called to live
differently. Not because we are forced to, but because we have been changed. God could demand
obedience through authority. Instead, He draws us by love. When we truly understand the depth
of Christ’s love for us, surrender becomes a natural response. Our relationship with God stops
being a dry religion full of rules and regulations. It becomes a living relationship marked by joy,
freedom and gratitude. That is the sweetness of walking with the Lord.
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