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5]& INTRODUCTION

According to church tradition, today is Palm Sunday. About two thousand years ago, Jesus
entered Jerusalem and was welcomed like a king. He rode on the back of a young donkey while
the crowd laid palm branches along the road. That is where the name “Palm Sunday” comes
from. At that time, Jerusalem was crowded. Jews from all over the Roman Empire came to
celebrate the Passover. It is a festival that remembers God’s rescue of their ancestors from
slavery in Egypt. In verse 1, the gospel writer Mark tells us where the event took place.
Bethphage, Bethany and the Mount of Olives are a couple miles east of Jerusalem. The crowd
cheered for Jesus. You can feel the joyful atmosphere from the passage. But people celebrated for
the wrong reason. They were excited about Jesus, but they misunderstood who He really was.
People today can be confused about Jesus too. Easter is coming. People know it is important but
misplace the focus. Some think it is about bunnies and chickens. Merchants see it as an
opportunity to make profits. Kids look forward to candies like it is another Halloween. Others
just see it as a long weekend to rest. How do you feel as Easter approaches? Jesus came into the
world two thousand years ago. What does that mean to you? As we shall see, the crowd
completely missed the point on the first Palm Sunday. Let us not make the same mistake. Instead
of expecting Jesus to be the kind of king we want, let us accept Him for who He truly is.

f#F% EXPLANATION

1. TH{# Preparation

Let us explore this passage along three themes. The first one is preparation. As Jesus was
approaching Jerusalem, He sent two disciples ahead to prepare a donkey for Him. In those days,
travelers could borrow an animal for a fee as a means of transportation. It is like getting a rental
car nowadays. But Jesus asked for a ride not because He was tired or the road was rough. He had
a purpose, which we shall see later. For now, notice that the Lord gave the disciples specific
instructions and information. (1) He told them where to find the animal. It would be right there
as they entered the village ahead of them. (2) Jesus asked for a colt, not a horse or a camel. (3)
He also described the condition of it. It was a donkey that no one has ever ridden. (4) Jesus told
the disciples how to answer if someone asked why they were taking it. How did things turn out?
Everything unfolded exactly as Jesus said. The owner allowed them to take the colt, and every
detail matched Jesus’ words. We are not told how the two disciples felt. Maybe by this point,
they were used to the fact that Jesus somehow knew everything ahead of time. But imagine you
were standing there watching this happen. You would probably be amazed. How could someone
predict all of this so precisely? Because Jesus is the all-knowing God. Moreover, Jesus did not do
things randomly. Everything He did was intentional. His earthly mission was to save people from
sin. Every step He took, every place He went, every person He met was leading to the cross. At
that time, the disciples did not think much about the significance of the donkey. But everything
clicked later, as John 12:16 tells us: His disciples did not understand these things at first,

but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him
and had been done to him. The twelve men had no clue about the meaning of what was taking



place — getting a colt, Jesus entering Jerusalem and the crowd’s reaction, etc. They finally
connected the dots when Jesus rose from the dead. For now, they just obeyed. Jesus looks for the
same response from us today. He asks us to remain faithful even before we understand
everything. Sometimes life feels repetitive. You go through the same routines, and it can get
boring. But the fact is that no two days are the same. God gives us new grace every morning. He
does not have any leftover blessing! He is constantly at work through what you see, the people
you meet, and the things you do. Every day is an exciting adventure to know Him more and to
discover what He is doing in your life. You read the Bible to understand His general will. Then,
through daily life, you experience His specific will for you. Therefore, do not be bogged down
by people’s demands, expectations and stress. Instead, stay curious and be thankful. God cares
about you. He is guiding you. He gives you wisdom for every decision. And sometimes, He will
send you to an unknown territory just like He dispatched those two disciples. Maybe it is a new
responsibility that feels too big for you. Perhaps Jesus asks you to share the gospel to a stranger.
In those moments, God is growing your faith. He is inviting you to trust Him. So you must rely
on His strength, not your own. You see, life is not a series of meaningless events. Jesus is in
control, just like He guided the disciples to find the colt. He is weaving together all the
seemingly unrelated events to accomplish His purpose. To God, there is no such thing as luck.
He plans everything for your benefit, and He invites you to walk with Him step by step, in trust
and obedience.

2. {74 Procession

As it was, the two disciples made preparation as Jesus told them to. They brought back the colt
and laid their clothes on it, probably to make a simple seat for Jesus. Then Jesus rode into
Jerusalem like a royal procession. After all, He came as a King. But there is something odd in the
picture. In ancient times, a king was a warrior who led soldiers into battles. Jesus was wearing an
ordinary robe, not an armor; He did not have a sword; not to mention that He was riding a lowly
donkey, not a muscular horse! That was not an accident. Jesus was making a statement. He was
showing that He is not a king of war, but a King of peace. He was not a mighty general, but a
humble servant. In doing this, Jesus was fulfilling a prophecy. Matthew 21:4-5 fills in the details:
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 “Say to the daughter of
Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal
of a beast of burden.””” That prophecy comes from Zechariah 9:9. Matthew was writing to his
Jewish peers. Therefore, he keeps repeating “this happened to fulfill what the prophet said” or
similar statements. He does so to help readers understand that Jesus is the promised Messiah,
namely, the Savior. When the Jewish folks on the scene saw Jesus riding on a colt, many of them
probably remembered that prophecy. That was why they were so excited. They observed what
was happening through the lens of Scripture. That is something we can learn. The Bible is not an
ancient religious book that is irrelevant to our lives. It is the record of what God has done—and
is still doing—in human history. Some theologians describe that we are living in the “already, but
not yet” moments. Jesus has completed salvation through the cross. But He has not yet returned
to judge the world and bring believers into eternity. We are in the in-between time. No one
knows exactly when or how the world will end. But we should pay attention to what is
happening around us. Yes, life can feel stressful. Prices go up, and the economy feels uncertain.
There are natural disasters and wars too. But our hope is not in the here and now, but in the Lord.
We trust that He is guiding history according to His plan. We should not fix our eyes only on the



present and feel upset like those who do not believe. Instead, we look at current events through
what the Bible tells us. Scripture reminds us that as Jesus’ return draws near, the world will grow
darker. Sin will increase. But at the same time, the gospel will keep moving forward. Everything
God has said will come true if it has not taken place yet. God could accomplish His plans all by
Himself. But most of the time, He chooses to work through people. Perhaps you are thinking that
you are unimportant because you do not play a big role in the society. But do not forget the
donkey in this story. It was just a young and untrained animal. And yet, it was chosen and used
by Jesus. In the same way, God can use anyone no matter how ordinary we are. Even little kids
and newer Christians have something to offer. God is not looking at how big your work is. He is
looking at your heart. If you have a regular, everyday job—do it wholeheartedly for the Lord. If
you serve in church—even in small ways—do it with joy. Washing dishes or vacuuming the
floor. Simple things matter. If you are greeting people or ushering, remember that you are not
just representing our church. You are welcoming people on behalf of God. Give them your
biggest smile and a sincere welcome. Even the smallest role in God’s hands has a great purpose.

3. 'BH% Profession

On that day, Jesus entered Jerusalem. The crowd responded with a loud profession of who they
thought Jesus was. They shouted with joy in verses 9 and 10: 9 ...“Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna
in the highest!” “Hosanna!” basically means “save us, please!” It was quoted from Psalm 118. In
that psalm, a king enters the temple in victory, and people are cheering for him. Therefore, the
crowd was not crying for help, but they were shouting for a celebration. It was because they
believed Jesus was the Messiah—but only based on their own understanding. They saw Jesus’
power from God. They heard Him preach about the Kingdom of Heaven. But they did not fully
understand who He really was. They did not see Jesus as God. Matthew 21:10-11 gives us a
glimpse of their view on Jesus: 10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up,
saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of
Galilee.” To them, Jesus was a prophet—a great man, yes—but still just a man. Part of the
confusion came from their expectations. At that time, they were under the oppression of the
Romans. So they were hoping for a Messiah who would be a military leader that would
overthrow Rome and restore their nation. Now Jesus had come. That was why they celebrated.
They thought their problems were about to end. But Jesus did not come to fulfill their
expectations. He came to finish God’s plan. God sent Him to be the true Passover Lamb. The
people were preparing to celebrate the Passover. A lamb was sacrificed in Egypt so their
ancestors could be saved. But they did not realize that all along, that lamb was pointing to Jesus.
He was about to go to the cross to take away the sins of the world. That was not the kind of
Messiah they were looking for. Because of that, their excitement quickly turned into
disappointment. Just a few days later, they fell for the conspiracy of the religious leaders. On
Sunday, they shouted, “Glorify Him!” By Friday of the same week, they shouted, “Crucify
Him!” What a dramatic change! Today, we see the bigger picture as we look back. We know it
was all part of God’s plan. He turned what looked like a tragedy into the greatest victory.
Because if Jesus had not died, we would still be in our sins. So we have every reason to be
thankful. But what can we learn from the crowd? First, do not reshape Jesus into the kind of God
you want. You can bring your needs to Him, for example health issues, job, immigration
application and other struggles. But do not go to Him only when you are in trouble. Jesus is not a



genie in a lamp. He is not your personal assistant either. He does not take our orders. Rather, we
should follow His orders. When He answers our prayers, it is part of His plan. He calls us to keep
trusting Him, not just when things go south, but also in good times. Second, the crowd also
reminds us of something about worship. We should worship God in the way He deserves and not
in ways we prefer. Sometimes the songs we sing may not be on your playlist, and the messages
can be dry and boring. But worship is not about us—it is about Him. Do not come here to fulfill
your family’s expectation and definitely not to avoid your pastor from bugging you due to your
absence. We come to honor God. Like the psalmist says, we enter His gates with thanksgiving
and His courts with praise. Your attitude matters, so do your singing and heartfelt “amen.” They
can even be contagious. For those who are assigned to serve: give your best to the Lord. Practice,
prepare and serve with joy. Everything we do—our words, our actions, our worship—is meant to
profess that Jesus is Lord.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

That is the Palm Sunday account according to the Bible. It teaches us not to expect Jesus to be
the kind of King we want. Instead, we should accept Him for who He truly is. We have looked at
different characters. Where do you see yourself in the story? Perhaps you can relate to the two
disciples. They obeyed Jesus faithfully and went to get the colt. They did not know what would
happen, but they followed the Lord’s instructions anyway. Sometimes God asks you to do
something new. Perhaps He calls you to serve in a new ministry or to share the gospel with a
friend who does not even know you are a Christian. Will you listen to the Lord? Or maybe you
feel like the donkey in the story. It served Jesus quietly. The cheers were not for the donkey, but
for the One riding on it. Sometimes you give your best in church ministries. But no one seems to
notice. There is no recognition and no appreciation. Do not be discouraged. If you are doing it
for the Lord, He sees it. He will remember your diligence. Or perhaps you are like someone in
the crowd. You are just going with the flow. A friend told you the church is a good place. It is full
of nice people. So here you are. You sing when everyone sings. You close your eyes when others
pray. However, the Bible sounds like a foreign language to you. If that is you, keep an open
mind. Take time to find out who Jesus really is. He went to the cross five days after He entered
Jerusalem. He died for the sins of the world, including yours. If you are willing to confess your
sins and receive Jesus by faith, He will become your Savior and your Lord. He entered the Holy
City on that first Palm Sunday. And He will enter your life too if you invite Him.
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