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INTRODUCTION 2|2

We celebrate the resurrection of Jesus today. What does this historic event mean to you? As we
think about it, we will study the story of a Biblical character we can all relate to. Many of you
were at the Good Friday service. We walked through the story of Jesus’ death by reading
Scripture together. But there is one key person we did not talk about. Can anyone guess which
person I have in mind? It was the apostle Peter. You may remember the conversation between
Peter and the Lord at the Last Supper. Matthew 26:34-35 records: 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly, |
tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to
him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!”” And all the disciples said the same. Peter
was determined to stay faithful to Jesus. But his faith was weaker than his words. Just a few
hours later, everything changed. After Jesus was arrested, all the disciples scattered. Peter
followed from a distance. He wanted to know what would happen to his teacher. People began to
recognize Peter. Peter replied: “I do not know what you mean.” (v. 70) Moments later, he lied
with an oath: “I do not know the man.” (v. 72) On the third time, he even invoked a curse on
himself, meaning that if he lied, let something bad happen to him. He strongly repeated the same
statement: “I do not know the man.” (v. 74) A rooster crowed right away. Peter remembered
Jesus’ words, and his heart was shattered. He ran away and wept bitterly. Can you imagine how
he felt? We have moments like that too. Perhaps you make up a story when someone asks how
you spent last Sunday, you remain silent as friends make fun of Christianity or when you are too
timid to say grace over a meal in front of people you know. We act out of fear rather than faith.
We do not show people we follow Jesus. But here is the good news: That was not the end of
Peter’s story. Jesus rose from the dead. He proved that He is God. After His resurrection, Jesus
appeared to His followers, including Peter. The man must have felt deep shame. He had denied
someone he loved and respected. But Jesus reached out to Peter with grace. Before the Lord
could use Peter, He must heal Peter’s heart first. Jesus does the same for us. He knows our
weaknesses and struggles. Just like He rebuilt Peter’s faith, the Lord can rebuild ours. Jesus’
resurrection is not just about something that happened long ago. God is still at work in us today.
Perhaps you need a fresh start. Therefore, may the resurrection of Jesus trigger a renewal of our
faith.

EXPLANATION fi#fE
1. Search Your Heart & ZZ/RAYA Ly

Today’s story took place by the Sea of Galilee. The other disciples were there, but this moment
was really between Jesus and Peter. The Lord told Peter to do three things. First, He asked Peter
to search his heart. We will read from verses 15-17: 15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?”” He said to him,
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a
second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I
love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love



me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my sheep. Notice something interesting—1Jesus called him Simon, not Peter. Simon
was his original name, meaning to listen. When Jesus first called him, He gave him the name
“Peter,” meaning “rock,” because he would become a strong foundation for the church. But
whenever Jesus used the name “Simon,” it was like a wake-up call: Pay attention. It often
pointed to Peter’s old self—his weakness and his struggles. For example, it happened when the
Lord cautioned Peter that Satan would stumble him. This moment was no different. Peter had
just failed in a big way by denying Jesus three times. Jesus could have said, “I told you so.” But
He did not. Instead, He asked Peter to search his heart. Jesus asked three times, “Do you love
me?” Each question corresponded to each denial. Those words must be like knives poking into
the man’s heart. The first time, Jesus asked, “Do you love me more than these?” My language
teacher will say that is bad grammar. More than what? It could mean a few things: More than he
loved the other disciples, more than his previous job as a fisherman or more than the other
disciples loved Jesus. That last option is probably the closest. Peter used to be very confident,
even comparing himself to others. But not anymore. Therefore, he simply said, “Lord, you know
that I love You.” No more boasting. Just humility. Some people point out that two different
Greek words for “love” are used here. The difference may only be a matter of writing style. We
also see variations of “feed” versus “tend,” “lambs” versus “sheep,” and two Greek words for
“know” in this passage. The main point is simple: Jesus wanted Peter to search his heart if he
still loved Him. Peter denied the Lord because he loved himself more. He had a bigger concern
over his own safety than his loyalty to Jesus. The Lord was rebuilding Peter. That was why when
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep,” it was more than giving Peter a task. Jesus was giving him a future.
He was saying, “I’m not done with you yet.” Peter learned that he could no longer rely on his
own strength. He must depend on the Lord, especially with bigger challenges ahead in gospel
missions. Today, Jesus is asking us to search our hearts too. I am sure every Christian will say
that they love Jesus. But the real question is: Do you show that love in how you live? When you
truly love the Lord, it changes everyday things. Your work becomes more than just a job—it is
like a ministry to serve Him. You remain faithful, even when no one is watching. You give your
best, not just for people, but for the Lord. Also, when doing church ministries, do not forget that
you are serving Jesus’ flock. Sometimes, people may look like fragile sheep, while they turn into
stubborn bulls at other times. They may disagree with you. They may take things for granted. Do
not get discouraged or even give up when the response is low and criticism is high. We do not
serve because people are easy to love. We serve because we love the Lord. Then we can truly
love others despite their responses. That was the lesson for both Peter and all of us.

2. Surrender Your Will it FREY = JFE

Jesus still had unfinished works for Peter. But first, Peter had to get back to the right path.
Besides asking Peter to search his heart, the Lord also called him to surrender his will. Look at
verses 18-19: 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and
walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another
will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what
kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”
Whenever Jesus says “truly, truly,” you know something important is coming. Here, Jesus was
telling Peter that one day he would lose his freedom. He would die in a way he would not
choose. According to church tradition, Peter was eventually crucified. Some accounts even say



he asked to be crucified upside down because he did not feel worthy to die in the same way as
Jesus did. Whether or not that was the case is less important to the fact his life and even his death
would glorify God. That was the path God set before him. You can imagine how heavy those
words must have felt. It is like when a doctor tells you that you need major surgery. It has risks,
but it is also necessary. You could respond with fear, thinking about everything that might go
wrong. Or you could choose to trust God, believing that He is in control through the process. We
are not told exactly how Peter felt in that moment. But before he could say anything, Jesus gave
him a simple and clear command: “Follow me.” Those two words probably took Peter back to
the very beginning when Jesus first called him. Back then, Peter dropped his fishing nets and his
livelihood and followed. Now, Jesus repeated His invitation. Yes, Peter had failed. His denial was
real and painful. But the resurrection meant a new beginning. The past three years was a training.
The Master was leaving soon. Peter and other disciples would carry on the gospel mission. God
would lead their way if they kept those two words in mind — “follow me!” It does not mean an
easy path. Jesus had just told Peter that suffering was ahead. And that is consistent with the life
Jesus Himself lived. He had no permanent home, no stable income or a full closet of clothes. He
was misunderstood by His family, rejected by many, doubted by His own disciples, and even put
to death by religious leaders. Jesus showed them that glory must go through grief — not their
glory, but God’s glory. His followers must surrender their will to Him. It means obeying when
God leads you to a new place or gives you a new assignment. It also means trusting Him with the
outcome. So here is the question for you: what do you give up for following Jesus? Following
Jesus is not just adding Him to your life; it is handing your life over to Him. It is no longer just
my plans, my time and my priorities. Everything we have comes from God, and everything must
be used for His purpose. Surrendering is not easy. But here is the paradox: surrendering is the
only way to experience true freedom. When we let go, we are not losing control. Rather, we are
placing our lives in the hands of a faithful God who promises to be with us, to guide us, and to
never abandon us. Jesus’ invitation stays the same today: “Follow me!”

3. Stick to Your Call EXSFRAYIEH

Jesus made it clear to Peter. He must search his heart, surrender his will. Thirdly, Peter must also
stick to his call. Let us continue to read verses 20 to 21: 20 Peter turned and saw the disciple
whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against him during the
supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?”” 21 When Peter saw him, he
said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?”” Bible scholars generally agree that “the disciple
whom Jesus loved” is most likely the apostle John who wrote this gospel. Perhaps Peter saw
John walk by. A question popped up on his mind. He asked Jesus: “Lord, what will happen to
him?” We read Jesus’ reply in the next two verses: 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he
remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad among
the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die,
but, “If it is my will that he remain until [ come, what is that to you?” Jesus’ response can be
summarized into four words: “None of your business!” Even if John were to live a long life, that
ha nothing to do with Peter’s assignment. The Lord repeated the same order: “Follow me!”
History tells us that John did live a long life—well into an old age. He was then exiled to an
island called Patmos, where God gave him visions of the future, which became the book of
Revelation. Unfortunately, some believers turned Jesus’ words into a rumor that John never died.
Jesus’ point was simple: Don’t get distracted by someone else’s role. God has a unique calling



for each person. Peter and John had different paths. God called Paul to be a traveling evangelist.
Others would teach, write, lead or serve in different ways. And the same is true today. The
problem is that we like to compare. We look at others and think they have a “better” life. Maybe
they are more successful, more comfortable or more visible. Some people retire early and travel
around the world, others are able see their great grandkids. But we rarely think about believers in
third-world countries who have limited means. Some of them meet secretly to avoid persecution.
Why compare? It can easily lead to distraction, doubt, anxiety and even jealousy. Jesus’ words
are still valid: “What is that to you? Just follow Me.” Stick to God’s calling for you. Being
faithful does not necessarily guarantee success in the world’s standard. Regardless, you commit
to the tasks God entrusts you and let Him take care of the results. If God calls you to be a
housewife, then take good care of your family. If God puts you in a small company, then do the
best job you can. God does not ask you to be someone else. He asks you to be faithful where you
are. Moreover, He will equip you. If you like to cook, then our kitchen ministry welcomes you. If
you have patience with kids, then you should consider joining the children’s ministry. If you are
handy in fixing things, our facility coworkers would love to recruit you. There are more visible
and less obvious roles. But every position matters. God can use you if you would submit to Him.
God can use your life in meaningful ways when you stop comparing, start trusting, and keep
following Him.

CONCLUSION &E4

That day by the sea, Jesus restored Peter’s faith. It changed Peter. It gave him a fresh start and a
new fire to live for God’s Kingdom. From that point on, there was no turning back. Today, Jesus
is inviting you into the same kind of commitment. Maybe your faith needs renewal. Maybe, like
Peter did, you have stumbled along the way. The good news is this: Jesus welcomes you back.
Whether your failure was unintentional or on purpose, the Lord has abundant grace to forgive
you, and He has unlimited power to strengthen you. God has a place for you in His Kingdom. A
purpose that is unique for you. But it starts here: search your heart. Doing God’s work is more
about having the right mentality than abilities. You must also surrender your will. It requires a
steady commitment, not just an impulsive emotion. As you serve, stick to God’s call on you. Do
not be distracted by what He is doing in others’ life. Do not compare. Do not compete. Just be
faithful in what He has given you to do. The resurrection of Jesus changes lives. He is giving you
the same invitation today: “Follow Me!” Being a Christian is more than having your problems
fixed or securing a place in heaven. It is choosing to follow Jesus—wherever He leads, whatever
it costs. That is why we call Him “Lord.” He is not just our Savior, but He is also our leader and
Master. We trust Him enough to let Him take the lead.



Downed But Not Done FRE{EATGAAZIZE 4/5/26
John 4yRgtES 21:15-23

INTRODUCTION 5[

B 5 REVHBIREES - B TRV - SRAESA (TR HEERTE 2 &
SRS (E RS > BERMAE — (B AR - BPIERpe S A AERE A A SRS -
HATE T RETEI NS0 T ZEEIHVE G - FfT s - 8L ERZ St
12 - BA—(ERE AR MERRAIRE] - B ANREIBEIHIEIEHENS ? SUZHEERS -
IFEFERCSS - ERRAIIGRE - SN £ Z RS o FEARETS 26:34-35 5ok © 34
MRfkes T REAE S IR - SREEILTE » RE=JCREEH - 4 35 fefeal | st
JANIRESE > EAREA SRR - ) RPMEEZERER - BHSER TR0 - EHILER
Bl o HHEE L > AEEMEVEE RIS T - WAE (A N2 1% - —PJEREE T - HES
fiffie =2 1% - FUERURL T - BUSEEMERE - MARKIEEATRE TR e ek - 2
> NFIBRAEERLE ISR » ISAIEIE © " BRI IRSR A= L (55 70 61)
BT —g5 o MOGRESER T RAREINME A - (BB T2 BITE=R ' E
HIEE > BREENRMRST - B MESIMS L o M —ERIER T IR
REAT 5 (5 74 81D T2 - kiU T - AR HR fRAT s Ass - M O RUE
T e fpEH R > RSFUR ¢ IREERRGAHY RIS ? HE - IMIARARAZ] - EF
EANER EEZR T (Rde T — (@55 E ARG B S - (REE
DR BEAEFNEAT - RSB BURS o R - JRMEREEREE L - &,
IR AFRIR - ISR ERTIA - BIPHEE © BN ENEENER - Hiik
TESEARAEE - SR LR - VR AR - PR > P EERHS - e
BEPEEZEMR - RS T AT E I sy £ - (EHRER £ 8 LUR spzaft - fE£
MBS Z AT > H e BGIRASHYC o BRERS R EBAFF A - fAE IR MIRVER ST
Bl - it E R U E 1% - EWEEERMIE L - NELHMREIEE - £
HERA LIRS AR — R o S RAIAERM Eds T B L - 05T - (RIEFFE—{EHr
HIBELE o INIL > BEHRERAVIEDE » Fr 2 M HE QYT -

EXPLANATION fi#fs

1. Search Your Heart & ZZ /R »

S RAEERSF AN GE - BEREAPIEAES - (B E RN RS Z fHHY
RFZ] o EERBASH=IFE - 5 MEEAEEECHRL - RITPREEMES

21:15-17 = 15 fffIz5e T F ek - HREREPEFIRAGER - T QUsey 5 1oar - IR kibiE
SIS 7 ) IASER T R 2 IRFIEIRER o HPEREMMER ¢ T IRERE IR/

%o 16 HRERES —JOCEMESR - T RIS TIERT > RS 7 e T W 2
1Y > IREIERER » ) HRERER © T RGBT » o 17 SB=2CMaR « T 4UEny 5oy
P9 IREFE 7 ) SR R HRREE =T T IR RE ) - s RS - SRR - £

5



W > IREMERTAAIEY ¢ RAIEREIR - APRER - T IREREIRAVE - L AR @A
Ryt T — AR ERTE M R T PEFT L AN TS o TR BRI A TR
e ER - BN ERE A M - et e s TS, BEE TEA . AR
RFR R B G ARG HARE o (B EHRIRIEAL A © PUFT ) B - s S TEnem - F 229
O BEREERURMASHE R — ARG B - BT B EIRRE USSR E AL
AVE LI > SR - IE— KA FISL - FASHIEILERE 7 — R E KA — i
=RARE - BRA T LR T IR FE SRR T ) BRI - H5E S [E
WEREARECHIAL - BRIR="H : " REEIE ? , F—(EFNE > B ER G —
RATEE - BEEEE - FHEAGH » BB — AR AME YL » 55— HRERRE - T IR 3Kk
PLAZEL RN 7 | T isLt | AR 7 IIVEE S A A e el B A S SO A A
o FREATRENE ¢ MRS EIAREE R P IEE Z 7 2 S EHMREEE B ST AY
TAFEZ ? 8 - M2 S EHANF TEE Z AR ? Sy —TRIF AT TRAGY) - 15
EIRFERE > EE2gZHCMBIALLE: - (EREAS — T - M USSEER " =
> RFERER o 5 MAEFSL - HARE - AEAEE > ERECCP R T RI(E
ANERIFIRS T & BT o BEEER AT R ERFRAMNE - Mt EE "
BB TeE TN BT DIREREIRY T AIE ) B FEERY SO A -
HRHERMEE  IMREEEERAL > EGHENEE - HEZUERE - 2R
REEEHC - thERIELECHZ 2 > BHEH LAVER - LI EERERNE - FrlE
HRfkei " BRI ) I AR BB - ERAESM—ERIK - BB
T REIRAIENR » ) MR —[HEEAER | A REFHREE CHIIE
MEZREFEE > FrREEARKHI RS e B RHIPE - 5K > HRARt [EHR 2
KEMEHEECHINL - HE - U AEESERECE X - HEIEAHERE
RS EGHIENE ? BEIRENE LR - HEAERE A —i% - AV IEAFEH
R TEE S ENAEFEENTYE - A AER  IRRTIRASY § R0
71 ARERAN > BERE - [FEfH > FEAERER > A ETEIREAENE ZAYF
BE - Al > AFIGSR9AVF - Al NEEBEYE - fFTTEErEER - &2
TEIRRT R RERTER - EHEL3R ~ #IRPE S > AL - EAERE -
AR N BEA BRRBMAT - MERRBEMEE - FrLlERSE - A TERILE -
WA REEIERZEAN > AamfMAISEL - EEEREERINIER > tEk 5K
HEILER

2. Surrender Your Will it FREY = J5E

IRERES AT RGEREY IAE - (HE S - $HS /A EIERERYERS [ - B 72
ARECHAL > EHFEME T E ORISR - IFIRES 18-1961 © 18 IWEHE(E
HYEFMER - IREDHIIRHEE > B CR BT BRI (HEZRIRHE - R

oK AIAZHEIRR E o FEIRERBRERRIMTT o 4 19 (HRfReREFE RIaE G2 ERE
SE o SRMEH - ) B TR LB ¢ T RERGEIERIE | EHRRER T EEAEAE ) B

BLFOTE MRIVE SIRE B - fEiE > IR SIS - A—RgKEEH
i HE LLH CABEE R T 2B - ARIB G ER > R eS8 - Fical



EH o MEREFT IR > REMEEE C ARG E—RAVITAMETIE - fismiE il
B oo e - ERVER © MAVA sy - EEMAVET - #ER 7R - BEEM R
fATTRAEAVERS - IR DU - IEEEeRITEom 2 & - Elir G E&TMR - IR
TEREZ AT - TRk - EAIZAIEET - (RATREEEH - OS]
SRR (R DUBEHR(E e A EHMERE BT ERE - MR RE RS E R
RS20l - BAEMEEACA K B A > HRERSS 1t —(ERGE IS EAvan < - T ERE
B! ERRET > R TR S [RITEE S 152 A HIRF(5% = FIBH > MRS RIdd - i AR
5T o EREE THBER - 4045 - HRERES N EIERAVERSS - BHY > SRR - tERERE
Hi HREHY - [BERETETA TR - K5 = FHVIREE - s — Bl
SREVEFE] o LARDUEERRERE T (S A A P e R R EF Hy (i ay - MR
(EiE M — " ERGEH - & S EAM IR EES - BB ERE — FRECRAATES -
MR EAL ST - AIE A & - MBS E CATEBRER - HULAEER
FEE > ARENA - ASENYERZ - il AR - SORABREE - 42
fERRE - R E EHoRAEAMEEIE - HPARREFTEN A - SRS — A
S o MRS © INIE > ERPEAY AEIC T B CHYERR » BRI - E1ir<E
IRE—EHHIHTT > BESFEIR—(ERT A ERBSEE - REREIRN - I HIE&R A4 -
BLo SR PR — (BT © IR B 1 ERBEHBAR > BCR 78 2 BREEHRER - A U
HEIREY R - MRIEIREY A e 2 &G - AEIUEIAVETE] - FRAVEFR] - TRAv(E
FeRFp o REMFTRAR— U R > — Utz Rt Ar A » BRI E S -
HIEEA ALy EEE AR - A ESHEIENVE S - ERMTTFER > £
BREPER > A SAE (L E T - MUESTERMEAE - S8R > I
HAREEERA - E515K - PRIV A < TIRIEHR |

3. Stick to Your Call EXSFAREYIE S

IR A G EIRE R - AR RECHIAL M HBCMEARYER - $=>
AT EEESTH ORI A - B MIEEE S 20 2] 21 &)1 © 20 (158AE 20 - & FLERERAT
EHFERRE > (RLEBTEM BRI - SEEHRERAOREES - T 20 EIRAVEE 2 L /Y
AFHE = ) 21 (55 R - SERTHCERER © T £ > 2 Rzkanfa] 7 ) BEAR BT w2
Fo o DHSERFTEZHVARFIGE , IR ATREMLE R E G ES SEENE - tEF RSB EIE
JEHE o LSRR —(ERRE > PO ALRTHRER < W ABREIE 7 AR E R 7 L K
FIFEERE TARIEIE © 22 HOEREMEER © © B ZM R AR % - SR+ 2 fRER
fEFRIE | | 23 PO EELEAE S S ] - BRABFIEASE - HE - HRERA SR AASE Y
B BB R HOAAYRR (2 o BR( 2 HREREY[E]E AT DUR T AR SR
PARBAIREE | HEELEEVERA - At A SR EE A A R R o EFEKEH EHY
ar o DRERGERR | FESREETIRM > QUM EEIR S E o AR AR —(E 0
PSS > AR MO AR RS > M T TRURSR o A[fEHE - HLE
(ST T HNERAYEE - BUSLE N GIEAVES - EIRIRHVERRAEE - A E I ARY
BETEUERET] - WEHE—EABAER IS - KISHEEA N ERE o (REEF
HARCRIRITAVE S L - A AREZE - BF - mHEkSE EEFHE - SRTE—



ik - MR > MRS L - WFIEERIA > B AEE T Eeidy -
APPSR ~ FERERR ~ AR - A N a] DR RAR IR ~ BRI IS - HE ARESE T
VOREEL o (HEMHRDERFHEAES =t RETE - MMAVEERE - REFTENEER
> DU AR o AR > RyfTTEEEEERRQIE ? EERREZEE I ~ e - BE > &2
WP o HRERAVEE S RAVZREH TSR+ 2 (R BRI | IR H O EAE
TREVEH B o I —E g A AR s - Efgsm A - R AFFEER A
RLAGTREYER > TESERACEEH o AR5 (R o fE L0 - i i IR RERHY 2 & - 40
SRR/ NVAE] - B IRATRE I AR ET - 02 A BRI » HZIRTE
HORLE LT o MH > e Ir o GRIREECEEE - M5 3 TE
IR o MRAREHZ T AL > TS ESEAEESRT - MIRIREREHEEDY > SEH[E
T—ERFEIR - FLEAELERHEIR - AUtk ER - HF—E EFERE - H
TREEIAR A - L REEE IR - ERIFIREEEL ~ BAAG(E5E - 10 HIFARRIE My - fH5E
RECEFIIREY AT - B SRS

CONCLUSION &6

M—K - LR > HRRIRIE T HASEIE O« B T30S - &6 T —(E#raIbass > i
YRS T i B R I FE TS HYZIK - (e — 2R » A HEE - 5K - ARkt 8ER
TRMEFEBRZRS - WETIRIVE QTR ZEEN > aHIREEHT—1% - A aAVER gL
BRE] - 4FHE0E © HREREC IR [ ZIHE AT © SEEEmIRAY R MU I O RV ZE0EHY - £
A SURH R EAGRR R - A EIRAVAE TR ERE R - Aty Bt Ry R TR T —
L8 > —(EER IR Edy o (R IRDERC A RIRIINCEE © A R T
FETT > EEREORE o IRELVEIT N E CHYER - BERERANERS - A S HFHIE
B o ERIRERF » FIERHAIREI S > AR ARV R T EUER ST - AR
A RS o HEAEMHEI A IRAVE B LBt - BMRAVESREE A - 5K - 14
IRIFERRAVERGS © T BRIEHR | ) PRREEE » A URMERIRAIRRE - SbEpR AR R
o T B R MR H R — ESm AT R B > JEEEm QBRI - IRBE TR IR AT s
"E o A HZIRMIRRCE - RIS EA - FFIEEEM - HOSEH
A -



