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Introduction:

Good morning, Church! If you have your Bibles, please meet me in Acts 12. A lot has taken
place leading up to Acts 12. Luke begins Acts by picking up where his gospel ended. Jesus
has risen from the grave. Jesus spent his final moments with his disciples. He told them that
“you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.” And then, Jesus ascended and the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples in the
upper room. This one scene, the Ascension of Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, is
the background to everything that follows in the book of Acts, especially the birth and
growth of the Church. Yet, just as we read of the Church’s advancement, we see that it will
not go forth without facing opposition. Many are facing persecution, and it seems like the
world, their world, is falling apart before their eyes, and it seems as though God is nowhere
to be found. Maybe this is what you are feeling right now, and you’re trying your best to
figure out how to keep going. If that’s you, then this passage is for you.

Acts 12:1-25

On October 30, 1974, Muhammad Ali faced George Foreman in the legendary “Rumble in
the Jungle.” George Foreman was entering the fight as the undefeated heavyweight
champion. Foreman was known for his devastating punching power and a relentless
aggression. Ali, on the other hand, was the underdog. He had been stripped of his title for
refusing to fight in the Vietnam War and had just come off a 3.5-year ban. Many didn’t
believe Ali could win, but Ali had a strategy. It was in this fight that he introduced the “Rope-
a-Dope.”

Most people thought Ali would try to overwhelm Foreman with speed and movement.
Instead, Ali rested against the ropes and endured devastating punches. Ali seemed helpless.
Those in attendance thought it was only a matter of time before Foreman completely
overwhelmed Ali. But Ali didn’t panic. His resolve remained intact. Although it looked like
he wouldn’t be able to withstand the punishing blows, Ali trusted himself to his strategy. By
round 7, Foreman began to tire. In Round 8, the tables had completely turned. Ali had
endured the heavy punches and began to inflict his own damage. Eventually, Ali—who
seemed helpless, weak, and at Foreman’s mercy— prevailed and won by knockout in the 8th
round.

The “Rope-a-Dope” isn’t just a story about boxing, but it’s a picture of the Church
throughout history. Throughout history, the church has taken devastating blows, persecution,
heresies, corruption, and at times the Church has seemed outmatched by our opponent. We
see this in our passage. The Church is in a vulnerable state. Key leaders have been taken
away. They’re facing political pressure. The Church is on the ropes. But right when things
seem to be falling apart, and it seems like the kingdom of darkness is winning, the tables
turn. And we learn in our text that despite how things may seem, despite how many blows to
the body the Church may take, the Church of Jesus Christ will prevail. Therefore, we must
trust our ascended Lord. Our passage gives us three items we must entrust to our ascended



Lord. First, we must trust Him with our prayers. Second, we must trust him with the
outcome. Lastly, we must trust him with our longings.

Main Point 1- We Must Trust Him With Our Prayers (vv.1-5; 12)
EXPLANATION

At the beginning of Acts, the gospel has been spreading, and the Church has been growing.
The gospel has even begun to be preached to the Gentiles. Jesus’ command to make disciples
is being fulfilled. Then we reach chapter 12. Luke says, about that time, Herod the king laid
violent hands on some who belonged to the church. James, one of the leaders of the church, a
member of the inner three, was killed. Peter, the rock, was arrested and imprisoned. Not only
is he imprisoned, but four squads of four soldiers were assigned to guard him. In other
words, the odds of escaping were slim. The reason he hadn’t met the same fate as James, we
are told, is because it was the days of Unleavened bread during which all trials and
sentencing were put on hold.

The Church has just gone from experiencing revival that was marked by thousands of souls
being won, miraculous healings, excitement, and momentum to one of its key leaders being
killed, the government aggressively coming against it, and another key leader being placed
on death row with no hope of escape. It cannot get much worse. If there were ever a time for
the church to panic, it was now. But, instead of panic we get verse 5: “but earnest prayer for
him (Peter) was made to God by the church.” éxtevdg , or earnestly, as it is translated here,
means fervently, eagerly, continuously, and with force. They saw the situation for what is
was: impossible. And they responded by continuously pleading with God for him to do the
impossible. They entrusted their prayers to him.

ILLUSTRATION

George Muller was a minister in England in 17th century. While living in England, the Lord
broke his heart for the abandoned children in the streets. And so, he and his wife established
an orphanage in Bristol that would go on to care for 10,000 children. As amazing as this
sounds, the thing that George is most known for is prayer. George Muller never directly
asked for money for the orphanage. He raised upwards of $100 million all through prayer.

One morning, the orphanage ran out of food. 300 kids would go hunger if nothing was done.
George told the housemother to seat the children as they normally would. George prayed a
prayer of thanksgiving and sat down, convinced that the Lord would provide as he has done
before. Within minutes, the baker and milk man were at his door with the exact amount of
provisions needed for that day.

APPLICATION

Now, that is an incredible story, but they are not limited to George Muller. The Lord desires
to do the same thing in your life. Not necessarily the same miracle but rather being the one to
whom you entrust your neediness to. This is what prayer is, it’s trusting God to meet your
neediness and dependence with His goodness. So the question we must ask ourselves,
brothers and sisters, is how earnest are our prayers? If you prayers lack earnestness, it might



just be that your prayers are too small. Notice what they are praying for in our passage: the
impossible. What was George Muller praying for? The impossible. We all have
impossibilities in our life (that one friend or family member who is lost, a sickness, a
struggle, etc.). But are we entrusting those things to the Lord, and earnestly praying for him
to do what only he can?

But here’s the good news is, brothers and sisters, that even when our prayers are not earnest,
in Christ, our prayers are being made perfect.

Hebrews 7:24-25 says, “but he holds his priesthood permanently because he continues
forever. Consequently, he can save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him,
since he always lives to make intercession for them.” Christ ascended as our high priest who
is making earnest intercession on our behalf. Because of this, we can trust him with our
prayers.

2. Main Point #2- We Must Trust Him With the QOutcome (vv. 6-17)
EXPLANATION

Time had come for Peter to be brought out. It was nearing the time for Peter to be tried and
executed. Peter, is in between two soldiers, bound with two chains, with two sentries at the
front door. Yet, Luke says, Peter isn’t up worrying. He’s sleeping. In fact, he’s sound asleep.
We know this because when the angel stood next to him and a light shone in the cell, Peter
didn’t wake up. The angel had to strike Peter and tell him to get up quickly. Peter was so out
of it, he thought he was in a dream. Then he says, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his
angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were
expecting.”

Once Peter is freed, he then goes to Mary’s house, the mother of John Mark, where again we
find them praying. Now, we aren’t told what they are praying about, but it seems fair to
assume that they were praying for Peter. Yet, when Rhoda goes to answer, absolutely no one
believes her when she says, “Peter is at the gate!”

Based on everyone’s reactions, it seems that although Peter and the church both wanted his
freedom, they didn’t know what the outcome would be. Is this a lack of faith? I don’t believe
so, for their earnest prayers were evidence of their faith. How do we understand their
reaction?

I think we understand it once we understand how Peter was able to be sound asleep in his
cell. And how Jesus could, in the midst of the storm, be sound asleep in the belly of the ship.
How can I experience that peace in my own life?

ILLUSTRATION

In Daniel 3, King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold. At the sound of the trumpet
everyone was to bow down in worship of the image or be cast into the fiery furnace.
Everyone bowed down except for three Jewish men: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
When King Nebuchadnezzar confronted them, he said to bow down, “for who is the god who



will deliver you out of my hands?”” Now, this is the moment to panic. You either worship the
image, or you die. Do they respond in fear or panic? This was their response. “O
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our God whom
we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of
your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or
worship the golden image that you have set up.” If preserving your life was your top priority,
this is likely not the tone you would choose. But that wasn’t their greatest priority. Did they
want to live? Of course. But they did not fear for their lives, and they stood in confidence,
because they trusted God with the outcome.

APPLICATION

What do you do after making earnest prayer, and trusting God with your neediness? You trust
him with the outcome.

For some of us, trusting God with the outcome is your current reality. Your spouse just
received a bad diagnosis. Your child is sick, and there doesn’t seem to be an answer in sight.
You’ve gotten older and your health has declined, and you’re having to face your own
mortality. Someone telling you, “don’t worry, just trust Jesus,” doesn’t feel that helpful.
That’s why, I want to explain why you can trust Jesus—because of the ascension.

How does the ascension give me peace when facing death? Scripture tells us that Jesus
experienced a bodily crucifixion, a bodily resurrection, and a bodily ascension. On the bodily
ascension of Christ rests our future hope. Our true outcome. Because Christ was resurrected
in the flesh, and ascended in the flesh, we can be confident in the hope of the resurrection.
This is why Peter could sleep at night, and why you can sleep too, because Christ has
ascended and the fear of death is no more.

So yes, brothers and sisters, even when we are uncertain of how things will turn out, we can
have peace. Because our trust is in the ascended Lord, who has guaranteed outcome of our
future.

3. Main Point #3- We Must Trust Him With Our Longings (vv.18-25)

Lastly, we see that because the Church will prevail, we must trust him with our longings.
We’ve reached the conclusion of this narrative. In the first scene, it seems as though the
kingdom of darkness is prevailing against the church. James is killed, and Peter is imprisoned
awaiting his execution. Scene two provides a shift. God intervenes in an impossible situation
and delivers Peter. It would be considered a good story if it ended there. Peter is reunited
with the church and goes on to live happily ever after. But it doesn’t end there, does it?
Everyone involved, from the officers to Herod himself, were killed. What started off as a
story about the persecution of the church concluded as a story of the Church prevailing.
Herod and the soldiers were judged and brought to an end, while the Word of God increased
and multiplied.

If you were Peter or a member of the Church, what would you have been longing for? For
Peter’s release? Of course. But what else? Would you have been content with just the release
of Peter? I believe that what they would have been longing for is what we all long for—



justice. We all long for it. You see it in the movies we watch and the books that we read. The
bad guy rarely ever escapes. It’s the reason why Super Man, Bat Man, and Spider Man were
created. Because, deep in our hearts we all long for a world in which all evil, all wickedness,
all injustice is met with complete and perfect justice.

ILLUSTRATION

In High School Musical, Zack Efron plays Zack Efron. He’s the stereotypical all-American.
All the girls love him, and all the guys want to be like him. He’s the starting point guard and
star player of his high school basketball team. He’s at the top of the food chain in his high
school ecosystem. He’s friends with all the right people. If he just sticks to the status quo, he
would have a high school experience most people could only dream of. The only problem is
that he has a longing in his heart. He longs to sing and be a part of the musical. No one
knows it, not even his closest friends. It isn’t until he meets Gabriella that he opens up to
share his longing. Why did he open up to Gabriella? Because in Gabriella, he found someone
he could trust.

APPLICATION

When we are sinned against, we naturally have a longing for justice. Some of you know
exactly what this longing for justice feels like. You’ve been sinned against by people in
authority and with more power than you, and although it didn’t destroy you, you still have a
longing for God’s justice. You can trust God with that longing. And you can trust him with
this longing, because of the ascension of Christ.

When Christ ascended, he ascended as our great high priest. In the OT, the Day of
Atonement was the one day of the year that the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies.
The High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies as the representative of the people. He would
unite himself to the people by the vestments he wore. Once he left the Holy of Holies, he
would then take two goats. The one, he would sacrifice, making propitiation for the sins of
the people. The other he would lay his hand on, transferring the sins of the people unto the
goat and sending it away, never to return. The high priest would repeat this ritual year after
year.

But Jesus is the Great High Priest. When he ascended, he entered the Holy of Holies
representing us, not with vestments, but with his physical body, having become like us in
every way. As the Great High Priest, he offered, not goats but himself, as the sin offering, the
perfect sacrifice once and for all. The ascension of Christ means that justice has been served,
at the expense of Jesus, on our behalf. You see, all sin must be accounted for by blood. And
Paul says, Romans 3:22-26 “the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all
who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was
to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the
one who has faith in Jesus.” You see, friends, Jesus has delivered justice to you and for you.
Jesus was so committed to justice, that he was willing to shed his own blood to justify you. It




is because of this, that we can trust Jesus with all of our longings for justice. And if we can
trust him with our longings for justice, we can be sure that he can be trusted with our
longings for rest, companionship, salvation, restoration, children, or friends, or whatever else
you are longing for. He has proven himself trustworthy.

CONCLUSION

When the world seems to be falling apart, and it seems like the kingdom of darkness is
winning, what keeps God’s people from panic? It’s the fact that the Church will prevail. And
because the Church will prevail, we must trust him with our prayers, we must trust him with
the outcome, and we must trust him with our longings.

Last September, I had a week off for study leave. As my wife and I were trying to figure out
where we would spend the week, a family friend, out of generosity, offered for us to stay at
their family home in Colorado in the mountains. Me and Bri had never been to Colorado, and
with both of us having grown up in west TN, we hadn’t spent much time in the mountains
either. All that to say, we were excited to go. Once we got there, the first thing we noticed
was the incredible view from our bedroom windows. In our bedroom, in front of our bed, we
had giant windows that gave an incredible view of the mountains and gave a clear view of
the sky. And so, the first night I was excited to wake up early to see the sunrise. When I
woke, though, I didn’t see the sun. I saw the evidence of the sunrise. The orange mixed with
blue sky. The sound of nature waking up. The absence of darkness. But I couldn’t see the
sun. I thought, “Maybe I just need to wake up earlier.” Still, I couldn’t see the sun.
Eventually, I realized, that although the sun was rising, and although it felt like I was close
enough to the sky to touch it, I couldn’t see it because the mountain blocked my view. If
wanted to see the sunrise, [ would have to adjust my viewpoint. But if [ wanted to see the
sunset, all I needed to do was be patient, because just as the sun rose, it would surely set.

Our world may be falling apart. Your world may be falling apart. The kingdom of darkness
may be like that giant mountain, preventing you from fully seeing the beauty of the ascended
Son. When that is our reality, we don’t have to worry or panic. Because just as the Son
ascended, he will descend again in all His glory, and that future hope will become reality.
Until then, his Church will continue to prevail. We need only to trust in Him.
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