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Today is Baptism Sunday. I would like to use the passage we just read to encourage our four
baptism candidates. Every time we gather for baptism, we will reiterate one important truth:
we cannot be saved by water. We are only saved by the blood of Jesus. Baptism does not
create faith—it declares the faith that God put in believers’ hearts. The four people being
baptized today are already saved. That happened when they committed their lives to Jesus
when they confessed Him as their Savior and Lord. In a moment, we will hear their
testimonies about how they came to know the Lord. Accepting Jesus is the starting point of a
relationship with Him. But following Jesus is a lifelong journey of submission. When we say
that we have faith in Jesus, there must be evidence. What we believe should affect how we
behave. We can never become perfect in this life. But we should continue to grow to be more
like the Lord. Sometimes people say one thing but mean something else. That reminds me of
a recent moment in history. Four astronauts flew on a ten-day mission around the moon. It
was the first time NASA had sent anyone that far since 1972. A few astronauts landed on the
moon 53 years ago. But this time, they only flew around the moon. Someone joked that they
could brag to others, “We went to the moon.” But the truth is, they never actually stepped on
it. It sounds close, but it is not the same. Half-truth may not be the whole truth. Flying in
space might be a once-in-a-lifetime experience. But salvation is a once-in-an-eternity
blessing. A person is either saved forever or lost forever. There are half-done steaks but there
is no 50% saved people. There is no second chance after this life. That is why it is so
important to be sure that you are truly saved. In this passage, Jesus gives us a picture of what
real faith looks like. True believers do not just talk the talk; they walk the walk. Jesus tells a
story about two builders. He says one is wise, and the other is foolish. And as we look closer,
we will see three key differences between them.

EXPLANATION fi#fs

First, the two builders have different attitudes toward the Lord’s teaching. One listens and
obeys. The other hears but ignores. Their response shows whether they are serious about
what they have learned. All of us have been students since we were young. We tend to hold
on to what we think is useful, and we let go of the rest. Perhaps math or science became
important for your career, while a foreign language you learned is something you barely use
today. In the same way, it makes a big difference whether we see the Bible as important. If
we do, we will spend time on it. The Bible says in 1 Peter 2:2, Like newborn infants, long for
the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation. Think about a hungry baby
with a bottle, or someone at a buffet who keeps going back for more. They will not stop
eating until they are satisfied. Is that how you approach God’s Word? The truth is, we always
make time for what we love, whether it is K-pop dramas, computer games or hanging out
with friends. But reading the Bible is not just about gaining knowledge. What we learn
should shape how we live. In the story, the two attitudes toward God’s Word are showed in



different approaches in building houses. The wise builder lays his foundation on a solid rock.
The foolish one builds on sand. On the surface, both houses look fine. Both men completed
their projects. They have a home to live. Surely, Jesus’ emphasis is not on what is above the
ground, but what is underneath. Sometimes, what is hidden matters more than what is
obvious. I have seen people dressed like village folks sitting in jewelry stores. The associates
treat those potential customers like royalty because what if they are rich people. Their wallets
are more important than their appearance! What you cannot see is more critical than what
you can see. In the same way, both houses in the story may look strong when the weather is
good. But the real test comes when the storm hits. Rain pours down, winds blow and water
seeps into the foundation. That leads to two contrasting aftermaths. The difference becomes
clear. One house stands firm. The other collapses. If the foundation shifts, everything else
will fall no matter how strong the walls and roof may seem. Once a pastor saw a crack inside
his house. He asked a handyman to come take a look. The man reported after inspecting the
problem, “Sir, I’ve bad news to tell you because your house has a shifting foundation. If
just patch the crack and paint over it, I would be cheating your money.” When the problem is
deep, the solution must go further. But we live in a superficial world. People have little
interest in knowing what troubles you have. They just focus on what treasures you have. Big
houses, nice clothes, successful careers can hide broken relationships, struggling families,
and failing health. Storms in life will come in many forms. But a storm may be the only way
to tell if the foundation is solid. Christians and non-believers alike will face similar
challenges. They may be laid off from work, encounter traffic accidents or have severe
diseases. Those who say that everything will be easy after you receive Jesus commit a
serious sin — they lie! The Lord Himself was nailed to a cross, Job in the Bible lost
everything, many Christians endure persecution. You may ask: “So what is the point of
becoming a Christian if I suffer loss rather than being blessed? The difference is our
foundation. Believers can respond with faith instead of fear. When our lives are built on
Jesus, we can stand firm even when everything around us shakes. Therefore, we should
reinforce our foundation in normal days before the next storm comes. Wise Christians spend
time in God’s Word daily. They do not only pray when they are in trouble. Think of it like
exercise. You build strength over time so that your body can fight diseases and reduce the
effects of aging. Likewise, we soak in God’s Word to prepare for a storm. As we learn
Scripture, it begins to shape our thinking. When problems come, we recall God’s truth. Then
we respond in His way, not ours. That takes faith. After the storm is over, we reflect. We ask:
Did God keep His promises? Was He faithful? Did He provide? Over time, our faith grows.
Even when outcomes are not what we hoped for, doubts will not turn into disbelief. This
process repeats again and again until it becomes a habit. Eventually, that habit becomes our
character. That is spiritual maturity. But growth is a gradual process. There is no shortcut.
You will not finish the whole Bible unless you start reading a little each day. You will not
trust God in big things if you do not trust Him in small things. The good news is that God is
patient with us. He gives us grace. He promises to draw near to us when we draw near to
Him. He is always with us. And He will guide us as we follow Him. May this message
encourage our four baptism candidates and all of us to build our lives on the solid foundation
of Jesus.
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