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INTRODUCTION 2|2

There is a familiar saying: history is His story. God has never stopped working in the world. The
book of Ezra is a good example. At that time, the nation Israel no longer existed. God’s people
were living in Babylon. God disciplined them for their disobedience. Yet God spoke through
prophet Jeremiah that He would bring them home after seventy years. God’s words came true!
No one expected Babylon to fall to Persia in 539 BC. Even more amazing was that the first
Persian king, Cyrus, allowed the Israelites to return to Jerusalem. He hoped that showing
kindness would win people’s loyalty. Because of this, about 50,000 people went back to rebuild
the temple Babylon had destroyed. It was not an easy task. Internally, God’s people were not
united. Externally, they faced pressure from non-believers. But God was working behind the
scene. He guided people, events and political powers to accomplish His purpose. God has been
doing the same thing in history, in this nation, in our church and in your life. He also invites you
to join Him. Following God is never easy. But when we put Him first, He leads the way.

EXPLANATION fi#fE
1. Resistance fH[H

In our story, the Israelites faced resistance as soon as they began rebuilding the temple. Ezra 4:4—
5 says: 4 Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to
build 5 and bribed counselors against them to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king
of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. Those “people of the land” were likely
foreigners who settled in Jerusalem after Israel went into exile. They looked for ways to stop the
work. They intimidated God’s people and hired false witnesses. As a result, the project stopped
for almost 16 years. The Israelites were passionate for God, yet they met resistance. From this we
learn our first spiritual principle: Opposition often comes when we are doing the right things for
God. Satan attacks through pressure, rumors and false accusations. We become anxious, afraid
and frustrated. But when we turn to God, He comes to our rescue. In the passage, God helped the
Israelites through various leaders. Ezra 5:1-2 tells us: 1 Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah
the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the
God of Israel who was over them. 2 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of
Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and the prophets of
God were with them, supporting them. Those leaders guided the people and cheered them on.
Haggai and Zechariah delivered God’s messages. Haggai reminded them that God would bless
them if they put Him first. Zerubbabel, a descendant of David, served as governor. Jeshua, a
descendant of Aaron, served as priest. God surrounded His people with spiritual and civil leaders
who worked together to support them. This leads to our second spiritual principle: God’s Word
and mature believers are sources of wisdom and encouragement. Where should you look for
guidance when you face resistance? It is fine to seek help from friends, experts, or even artificial
intelligence. But your goal should be more than solving a problem quickly or saving cost.
Resistance is often a moment to examine your motives. If your desire is to serve God, He will
help you navigate the situation. He speaks through His Word, and He puts godly people around




you to counsel you. God wants to rebuild your faith. Problems will eventually go away, but by
removing resistance God matures you. He helps you walk closer with Him.

2. Reference tR1E

God’s people encountered resistance as they rebuilt the temple. Persian officials came to
investigate and asked who gave them permission. In their reply, Israel’s leaders made reference
to two facts. Fact #1: Rebuilding the temple was God’s desire. Ezra 5:11-12 says: 11 ... “We are
the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding the house that was built many
years ago, which a great king of Israel built and finished. 12 But because our fathers had angered
the God of heaven, he gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the
Chaldean, who destroyed this house and carried away the people to Babylonia.” The temple was
originally built by Solomon. It was destroyed not only because of foreign invasion, but also
because God was judging His people. If rebellion led to the temple’s destruction, then rebuilding
it would honor God. This gives us another spiritual lesson: God can use even our failures to show
His faithfulness. He is faithful to bless and faithful to discipline. If our defeat comes from sin, we
ask God for forgiveness. We also admit our mistakes to those affected by our oversight. We show
responsibility to people and accountability to God. In our setbacks, God proves Himself holy and
righteous. Fact #2: Rebuilding the temple was also the king’s decree. Ezra 5:13 says: ‘However,
in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, Cyrus the king made a decree that this house of God
should be rebuilt.” Cyrus even ordered the return of the gold and silver taken from the temple.
Later, Persian officials asked King Darius to verify the decree. He did—and the record was
found. It included the temple’s dimensions, the return of the utensils, and funding from the royal
treasury. Darius honored Cyrus’ command. The rebuilding could continue. He even supplied
animals for sacrifices. God worked through two foreign kings—Cyrus and Darius—to
accomplish His plan. This gives us the next spiritual lesson: God can use a secular government to
carry out His will. I can think of one example: some local public schools allow Child Evangelism
Fellowship to host after-school Bible clubs. The school district sees it as an extracurricular
activity students can freely participate. The Bible teaches us that God gives earthly rulers their
authority. We obey teachers, bosses and public leaders to show our submission to God. If we fear
God, we do not need to fear a human system. We present our requests respectfully and truthfully.
Then we wait for God to open the right door at the right time.

3. Reverence =24}

Eventually, God gave the Israelites success. They finished the temple in about five years. After
that, they showed reverence to God. First, they held a dedication ceremony. Ezra 6:16—18 says:
16 And the people of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of the returned exiles,
celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy. 17 They offered at the dedication of this
house of God 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel 12 male goats,
according to the number of the tribes of Israel. 18 And they set the priests in their divisions and
the Levites in their divisions, for the service of God at Jerusalem, as it is written in the Book of
Moses. They followed God’s Law. The Levites offered many animals. When Solomon dedicated
the first temple, he offered two hundred times more animals. Some older people were
disappointed because the new temple was smaller. But God looks at the heart, not the size of a
building or the amount of an offering. That takes us to the next spiritual lesson: Who we worship
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is more important than how we worship. The style of songs and the format of sermons are
secondary. Worship is not about what you get, but it is about what you give to God. If your heart
is set toward God, no one needs to remind you to come on time, silence your phone, or not to
talk to your neighbors. Other than the dedication ceremony, the Israelites also kept their festivals.
Verse 22 gives an example: And they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy,
for the Lord had made them joyful and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to them, so
that he aided them in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. The Feast of Unleavened
Bread follows the Passover. The Passover represents God’s redemption. The Feast of Unleavened
Bread remembers God’s sanctification. He cleanses His people and gives them a fresh start.
Altogether, the Israelites not only dedicated a building to God; they also rededicated themselves
to Him. A repeated theme in this verse is joy. Their nation still needed to be rebuilt from ruins,
yet joy was present. This gives us another spiritual lesson: Joy is a natural response when we
obey God. Doing what God says is not always easy. Non-believers may make life difficult when
they learn that you are a Christian. They may see your honesty as foolish, question your
judgment, or resist your leadership. Even when you serve in the church, there will be criticism
rather than compliment. You may feel upset and discouraged. But when you are doing God’s
will, there must be joy. Stay faithful. Trust God. He will produce fruit at the right time.

CONCLUSION &Ez6

The Israelites turned opposition into opportunities. God helped them rebuild the temple when
they relied on Him. What is God rebuilding in your life? Perhaps He is rebuilding your faith after
an unanswered prayer, a painful loss or hardship in life. Maybe He is rebuilding your priorities—
reading the Bible daily, serving in ministry or simply coming to church every Friday and Sunday.
Maybe He is rebuilding your commitment to put Him first above career, money or children. For
some of us, God needs to rebuild a broken relationship with another believer or a family member
after conflict. God-size issues require God-size grace. Rebuilding takes time, effort, courage and
dedication. The following story illustrates these necessary elements. In May of 2011, an EF-5
tornado struck Joplin, Missouri. It was the costliest tornado in U.S. history. Lives were lost and
properties were damaged. St. Mary’s Catholic Church was also leveled. Before rebuilding the
church, members realized they needed to rebuild their devotion to God and their relationships
with one another. Therefore, they kept meeting—in homes, in borrowed spaces and even in
parking lots. With help pouring in from around the world, they rebuilt the church in three and a
half years. When it reopened, the congregation was filled with gratitude and joy. Their story
became a testimony of what unity and perseverance can accomplish. When God rebuilds
something in your life, He is not just restoring what was lost. Perhaps He is preparing you for
something bigger and more glorious. Opposition may slow you down, but it cannot stop God’s
work. If you stay faithful, He will turn your rubble into a testimony of His grace.
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