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5] INTRODUCTION

After spending the last two months on basic doctrines, we now return to our study of 1
Corinthians. Remember the big theme of this book is about church orders in an orderly
church. So far, Paul has addressed several major issues—conflict, immorality, marriage,
food offered to idols, and head coverings in worship. Today’s passage is about spiritual
gifts. The Greek word is charisma. In everyday English, “charisma” means the charm a
leader has. It can be confidence, eloquence, decisiveness. But in the Bible, charisma is
not natural talent or learned skill. It refers to abilities God gives believers so they can
serve in the church. The first part of the word, charis, means grace. That is why the
Chinese Bible translates it as “grace-giving.” Spiritual gifts are grace gifts from God for
building up His people. We all enjoy receiving gifts. Some gifts carry sentimental value,
like drawings children make for their parents. Others are practical, like cars given to
children when they need transportation. But a gift loses its purpose if it is not used. A car
left in the driveway does not help anyone. In the same way, God gives Christians spiritual
gifts not to store them, but to use them. They are meant for ministry, for serving others
and for strengthening the church. In view of that, we need to ask ourselves: Do I know
my gifts? Am I using them? Serving is part of growing. My hope is that you discover the
place God has carved out for you and serve joyfully.

fi#F% EXPLANATION

1. HE—AYF5E One Lord (v. 1-3)

First, Paul reminds his readers that there is only one Lord. He is Jesus Christ. Paul
contrasts this with 1dol worship. Many Gentile believers in Corinth once served false
gods, but now they follow the true Lord. The difference is obvious: Idols cannot speak,
but God speaks through His Word. Idols mislead people, but God guides His people in
righteousness. Paul then gives a test of genuine faith: believers’ words reveal their hearts.
In verse 3, he writes: Therefore | want you to understand that no one speaking in the
Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in
the Holy Spirit. On the negative side, true believers do not curse Jesus. This connects to
the Third Commandment: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain...”
(Exodus 20:7) To take God’s name in vain means treating it as worthless. Most Christians
would never openly blaspheme God. But do we casually say things like “OMG,” “Jeez,”
“Shoot,” or “Holy cow” without thinking? When unbelievers hear those expressions and
they know that you are a Christian, how would they look at you? Our speech reflects our
hearts. By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us clean up our language. Do not feel



pressured to talk like others. Be an example of integrity. Let your words show what you
believe even before you tell people who you belong to. May everything that comes from
our mouths glorify God and edify others. On the positive side, the Spirit leads believers
to confess “Jesus is Lord.” Our lips must match our hearts. In Paul’s day, when Jews said
“Jesus 1s Lord,” they were equating Jesus with Jehovah of the Old Testament. It means
that they admitted Jesus as God and the Messiah. Many Jewish peers saw this as
abandoning their traditional beliefs. Moreover, in the Roman world, Caesar was
worshiped as a god. To call Jesus the only Lord might risk one’s life. However, true
believers must decide who their Lord is. Paul makes it clear in Romans 10:9: For with the
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. From
our attitudes to our actions, we show that Jesus is our Lord. If we treat Him as Lord, we
will love His commands, follow His instructions, and honor Him in all we do. Making
Jesus their Lord is the biggest obstacle for people to receive Him. It is also the key
hindrance to spiritual growth. Many people like the idea that believing in Jesus takes
them to heaven. But the question is: How will they live the rest of their earthly life?
Sunday Christians are only 1/7 believers. Of course, there 1s no such thing as a part-time
Christian, just as there is no partial child or fractional marriage. Salvation is entering an
eternal relationship with Jesus. It begins the moment you receive Him. You are either
all-in or all-out. Many hesitate because of a huge misunderstanding. They think following
Jesus will kill their fun, as if He will force them overseas as missionaries or make them
marry someone they do not like. These ideas are not biblical. God gives us great freedom
to make choices. But calling Jesus “Lord” means admitting He knows our needs better
than we do. He always has our best interests in mind. You can still pursue your dream
career, look for a godly spouse, and spend time and money as you like. But everything
must be done according to God’s Word and for His glory. We are no longer owners of our
stuff, but we are only managers of what God entrusts to us.

2. ME—HYHZ One Goal (v. 4-7)

Jesus is our only Lord, and Paul carries that truth into the next topic: spiritual gifts. God
gives believers different gifts, but He has one goal in mind. Paul says in verse 7: To each
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. “Manifestation” refers to
the distribution of gifts by the Holy Spirit. “The common good” in Greek is actually a
verb meaning bringing together. In other words, God gives us different gifts so we can
work together toward one goal. Think of cooking: You cut meat, vegetables and other
ingredients. You add seasonings and sauces. When you mix everything in a frying pan,
you get a delicious dish. Each ingredient enhances the others. That is how a church
should function. One person alone is a lone-ranger. A few people can form a small group.
But a church is built only when everyone is joined together. It is fitting that we are talking
about connection right before the retreat. After we return, we will look at the second half
of the chapter and learn how we should coordinate with one another. For now, let us think
more deeply about what “the common good” looks like. We can borrow some ideas from
Ephesians 4. It is another passage on spiritual gifts. Verses 11-12 says: 11 And he gave



the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ. These gifts are often
called church offices. Their first purpose behind these gifts is to raise up believers to
serve. Leaders use God’s Word to motivate, train and prepare people for ministry. The
second purpose is found in verse 13: Until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ. By assigning believers to serve, leaders help them grow up in their
faith. Paul compares spiritual growth to child development. Young Christians are similar
to small children. They may believe in everything they hear. But maturity means learning
to discern right from wrong and making wise choices. Next, we see the third purpose of
spiritual gifts in verse 16: From whom the whole body, joined and held together by every
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow
so that it builds itself up in love. Through active participation in ministry, believers will
grow toward maturity. When all members work together, they will build a church up.
Paul uses the human body as an illustration. A normal body requires muscles, bones,
nerves and joints to work together. A healthy church is the same. Let us use these
principles to examine our church. What does “the common good” look like for us? Are
you actively working with brothers and sisters toward that goal? It makes a big difference
whether you see yourself as a church-goer or a family member. There are many “20/80
churches,” where 20% of the people do 80% of the ministry. Which group do you belong
to? Participation does not require a title. Everything counts. If you see trash on the floor,
will you pick it up? Once in a while I see candy wrappers, used tissue and worship
bulletins around the pews. If you see a used cup in the dining area, will you take it to the
kitchen? One Sunday, a senior sister told me she killed two flies. I told her she did a good
job. Here is another thing everyone can do — pray! You can pray for church leaders,
ministries and people in need. Let each of us serve actively in some way. When every
part works together, the whole body grows.

3. ME—HY)JETE One Source (v. 8-11)

True believers confess Jesus as their only Lord. God gives them spiritual gifts with the
only goal to build up the church. Third, these gifts come from one source—the Holy
Spirit. Paul tells us in verse 11: All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who
apportions to each one individually as he wills. The Holy Spirit decides which gifts to
give to each believer. You may admire someone else’s gift. You may ask God for it. But
ultimately, the Spirit chooses what He gives. With that in mind, let us briefly define the
gifts Paul lists. This list is not complete—other gifts appear in Ephesians 4, Romans 12
and 1 Peter 4. 1. Utterance of wisdom and utterance of knowledge are related. Wisdom is
direct insight from the Holy Spirit. Knowledge is the Spirit-given ability to understand
difficult truths or passages in the Bible. 2. Faith. All believers have faith, but this gift is a
strong conviction that God will accomplish something in the future. 3. Gifts of healing
and miracles involve supernatural power. In Acts, Peter confronted a couple who lied
about their offering, and they dropped dead on the spot. These gifts show God’s power



breaking into the natural world. 4. Prophecy can mean predicting the future, but more
broadly it means speaking for God—preaching or teaching His Word. 5. Distinguishing
between spirits is the ability to discern whether a message comes from God or Satan. 6.
Tongues and interpretation of tongues work together. “Tongues” are languages a person
has never learned. In Acts 2, Jews from many regions heard Christians speaking in their
own dialects. Tongues may be foreign languages or even languages not spoken on earth.
We see a few supernatural gifts on the list. Some people may ask if they still appear
today. God can do anything He desires. In the New Testament, especially in Acts,
supernatural events were more common for two reasons. First, they showed God’s
Kingdom had arrived. Second, they confronted the powers of darkness that enslaved
people. Miracles worked alongside teaching of the Bible in the expansion of the early
church. As the gospel continued to spread, supernatural signs became less frequent.
Today, they are rare. However, every now and then we hear amazing testimonies from
missionaries serving in remote places. For example, God heals people through miracles in
places where modern medicines are hard to find. This reality refutes the teaching that
supernatural gifts are proof of salvation. For example, some churches say that all true
believers should speak in tongues. But the Bible clearly teaches that not every believer
receives the same gifts. Another common question is about the value of some other
strengths that are not categorized as spiritual gifts. We can think of singing, cooking,
teaching children or fixing things. Someone once said, “Every cat that catches mice is a
good cat.” Similarly, anything that can bless the church is valuable. Perhaps you are good
at arts, numbers or technology. Maybe you have training others do not have. Maybe you
notice needs in the church that others overlook. Do not stay on the sidelines. God brought
you here for a reason. Roll up your sleeves and jump in.

4&am CONCLUSION

God gives Christians spiritual gifts not to store them away but to use them in the church.
These gifts are not collectibles to keep or personal hobbies to enjoy alone. They are
meant to be shared so that God’s people can serve one another. A teacher once asked a
group of children what they wanted to be when they grew up. Most kids gave the usual
answers: doctor, artist and movie star. But Bob said something different: “I want to be a
philanthropist.” The other kids wondered what kind of job that was. Bob explained, “I
heard they are super rich people.” He was only partly right. A philanthropist is someone
who loves people and seeks to benefit them. The heart matters more than the amount.
Wealth is measured by how much you have; worth is measured by how much you give.
What is true for money is also true for spiritual gifts. One believer alone may be capable,
but only a group of believers working together becomes an effective church. A church
grows when every believer gives what God has placed in their hands. Let us not hold
back what God intends us to share.
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