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5]F INTRODUCTION

In the first half of the chapter, Paul explains how the Holy Spirit gives different
spiritual gifts to each believer. Then Paul shows us how those gifts should be used in
the church. Every church has longtime members and newer participants. Many
seasoned coworkers have served faithfully for years, and their examples are worth
learning from. But staying in the same role for too long can create problems. Ministry
can start to feel like a second job or a hobby. Everything runs smoothly, so the motto
becomes, “If it isn’t broken, don’t fix it.”” As a result, some resist new ideas or hesitate
to hand their roles to others. Even worse, when they finally step down, they simply
stop serving. If no successor is trained and nothing is written down, the ministry is left
with a gap no one can fill. On the other hand, some members assume everything is
already taken care of. They think the church does not need them, so they never step
forward to serve. Both views miss the biblical picture. God saves us, places us in a
local church, and gives us gifts so we can work together as a team. Those who serve in
public roles are just as important as those who work quietly behind the scenes. A
machine needs both moving parts and tiny screws to hold everything together. A
church is the same. It takes everybody to make one body.

fi# %2 EXPLANATION
1. [6]—EBE&E One Spirit

Paul begins by reminding us that the same Holy Spirit binds believers together in a
church. Let us look at verses 12—13. The Corinthian church was made up of people
from all walks of life—Jews and Gentiles, slaves and freemen. They could worship
under the same roof because the Holy Spirit lived in each of them. Paul says they
were “baptized into one Spirit” and “drink from the same Spirit.” Both phrases mean
the same: the Holy Spirit unites God’s people. Most churches, including ours, baptize
people in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. It shows that we share
the same faith. Drinking from the same Spirit is like villagers drawing water from the
same well—it connects them. In the same way, true Christians hold to the same core
doctrines. Paul lists them in Ephesians 4:4—6: 4 There is one body and one Spirit—
just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in
all. These seven “ones” distinguish true believers from false ones. Things like church



architecture, worship style or Bible translation are secondary. The church is not just a
human institution—it is a spiritual body. People, not buildings, make a church. God
desires every believer to join a local church after they are saved. It is where we learn,
grow and serve. We invite brothers and sisters to register as members to show their
commitment to this church. It is a mutual recognition that our beliefs align and that
you agree with the teaching and administration here as long as we follow the Bible.
You become part of this body. Sadly, many modern Christians treat faith as a personal
hobby—Ilike music style, food preference or leisure activity. To them, church life is
about what they can get rather than what they can give. They enjoy Sunday worship,
small groups or even good coffee, but never commit. COVID made this worse. Many
became “DIY believers.” Online worship made them lazy. They could watch any
sermon or listen to any music anytime. Soon they wondered why they should go to
church at all. Then when famous pastors fell into sin, their faith stumbled. They
concluded that the church is full of hypocrites. What is the cure? We must return to
the core truth: the Holy Spirit draws us together into a church. A church is not a hotel
where people serve you. It is a home where you serve others. That is why college
students go home during breaks and married children visit their parents on holidays.
The smell or mess of an old house does not bother you. Mom’s cooking is unlike a
five-star restaurant. Family members argue over small things. But you overlook
imperfections because there is love and belonging. A church is the same. The Holy
Spirit connects us. People will have different opinions. They may offend you
unintentionally. They are human just like you. Show each other grace and patience.
They need your encouragement as much as you need theirs. Only by supporting one
another can we grow together.

2. [E—E4%4 Same Unit

Believers enter the same church through the Holy Spirit. Even though their
backgrounds differ, they belong to one unit. Paul uses the human body to show their
diversity. Listen to verses 14 to 20. Paul highlights two problems. First, some
members did not see themselves as part of the body. The foot feels it does not belong
because it is not a hand. The ear thinks the same because it is not an eye. But that is
absurd. Every organ is part of the body by God’s design. Each part has a unique
function. Importance is not measured by how much a part can do. Also, every part
compensates for what others lack. Paul explains that in verse 17: If the whole body
were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear,
where would be the sense of smell? The eye needs the ear, and the ear needs the nose.
A body made entirely of eyes or ears would be a monster. But some Corinthian
members thought that they were self-sufficient. That was their second problem. Look
at verse 21: The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” The eye may be capable, but it cannot pick



things up. The head can do many things, but it cannot walk. Why did these problems
exist? It was because the church was made up of people from different backgrounds.
Some were slaves. Others were orphans, widows or uneducated. They felt inferior to
wealthy members. As a result, the rich took leadership roles, which easily led to pride.
They also ignored the needs of poorer believers. Paul rebuked them earlier for turning
a love feast into an eating and drinking party while the poor went home hungry.
Comparison creates bias. This reminds me of an issue in the first church I attended.
Every year they held elections for deacons. There were more candidates than
vacancies. One brother was never elected. Why? He had a humble job and he was not
eloquent. He was not as well-known as some Bible teachers or people with
“successful” careers. When I later joined this church, I proposed switching from
elections to confirmations. We only nominate the number of people we need, and
members examine whether each candidate is qualified to serve. Let there be no
comparison or even competition in the church. We are one unit in Christ. No one is
dispensable, because no one is expendable. No matter what position you serve, God
will reward you if you serve Him faithfully. In a small church like ours, there are
always ways to serve. You do not need to fill out forms and wait for approvals. Ask
God what He assigns you to do. Ask yourself where you can contribute. Ask leaders
for opportunities. Some roles are reserved for registered members because they
represent the Lord and this church. But many tasks like cleaning or washing dishes are
open to everyone. God is pleased when we serve together as one unit.

3. [E/fE&EE Equal Merit

The Holy Spirit calls us into a local church. Each member is different, yet we belong
to the same unit. Some members are less noticeable, but Paul says that we must treat
them with equal merit. His advice is in verses 21-26. What are the “less honorable”
parts of our physical body? Our internal organs, nerves and blood vessels are weaker
and hidden. They are protected by skin, muscle and bone. They are also less
presentable—unless they come from animals and we put them on a plate! We cover
these parts with clothing too. Because they are out of sight, we often ignore they exist.
If someone’s arm is wrapped in bandages, we ask what happened. But it sounds odd to
ask, “How is your stomach doing today?”” We forget these hidden parts are critical
until something goes wrong. A simple flu affects your whole body—not just your
throat or nose. Your muscles ache, your sleep is disrupted, and your appetite
disappears. Suddenly you realize every part is connected. Even hidden parts play
important roles. This reminds me of a music award ceremony years ago. Winners
usually thank their families, fans, record companies and producers. But one singer
thanked an older coworker who bought lunch for everyone. He honored someone
whose contribution seemed small but was essential. Our church has many people
serving behind the scenes too. Do you know who decorates the sanctuary during



special seasons? Who sets up the communion table? Who designs the notice board in
the gym? Who picks up mail or collects trash? No matter how small a duty seems, we
should say two simple phrases to those who serve: “Thank you” and “Good job.” You
hope to hear those words, don’t you? Then offer them to others as well. Because the
church is one body, one part affects the whole. Paul says in verse 26: If one member
suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. We
celebrate when someone achieves something great. We grieve when someone faces
serious illness. Celebration fades quickly, but people’s needs remain. Compassion
should move us to action. We can send a message, write a card, cook a meal, mow a
lawn, or help with childcare. Every small gesture matters. You may not think these
things are significant—until you become the one in need. Let us show equal merit to
every member, no matter who they are. A mother with twelve children was once
interviewed on TV. The reporter asked which child she cared about the most. She
wisely answered, “The one who has immediate needs.” Urgency determines priority.
One day a daughter may need help with homework; another day a son may fall and
scrape his knee. The mother is always ready to respond. The truth is, we all carry
different burdens. Often people do not need a solution—they only need listening ears.
You show sympathy by letting them speak without interruption. When they finish, do
not simply say you will pray for them. Pray with them right then and there. Show
them that you care, and remind them that God loves them.

4&sm CONCLUSION

Everyone in the church matters. When we work together, God turns teamwork into
dream work. Brandon Dwyer understands this well. He is a famous basketball player
at Florida Gulf Coast University — not because he plays well. In fact, after four years,
he had yet to score a single point. When Dwyer joined the team, the coach told him he
had two choices: be frustrated about never getting any playing time, or become the
best in his backup role. Dwyer chose the second option. He became the team’s biggest
cheerleader. He called himself “Mr. Zero” on social media and gained over a million
followers. Fans lined up for photos after games, and companies offered him
sponsorships. His journey on the “Road to 1 Point” finally ended in November 2025.
With four minutes left in a guaranteed win, the coach put him in. When Dwyer made a
three-point shot, the entire stadium erupted. People loved seeing a “zero” become a
hero. Deep down, we all long to know that we matter. God made each of us different
because each of us is unique. Everyone is important, and no one is redundant. Only
when everybody comes together can make one body. In God’s family, greatness is not
measured by how much you do, but by how faithfully you serve. When every “zero”
shows up, the church body will exercise its full functions, and God gets all the glory.
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