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Love story is a popular theme in movies. As we watch, we imagine ourselves as the main
characters. We hope to meet someone who loves us unconditionally and makes us happy forever.
But would we love that person the same way? One-sided love is painful. The book of Hosea
describes that situation. God asked prophet Hosea to marry Gomer, even though He told Hosea
that she would be unfaithful. Why would God give such a command? Hosea’s marriage was a
living parable. Gomer’s betrayal showed Israel’s unfaithfulness to God. A shattered marriage
reflected a broken covenant. When Hosea spoke to his people, Israel enjoyed peace and
prosperity. But greed led to oppression of the poor, and people turned from the Lord to false
gods. Meanwhile, Assyria grew stronger. Israel tried to survive by paying tribute to Assyria while
secretly making alliances with other countries. Their idolatry was not only about worshiping
foreign gods. It was replacing God’s place in their hearts with something else. Their love for God
had faded. The good news is that God is not like us. His love never changes. He always provides
a way back for wandering children. What was true for Israel is true for us. God calls us home,
whether we are Christians struggling with sin or people who do not yet know Him. The
invitation is sent. How will you respond?

EXPLANATION fi#fs
1. A Reproving Love E{#iVE

Hosea’s story shows different sides of God’s love. First, it is a reproving love. God reproved
Israel in two ways. First, He took away people’s false security. Look at Hosea 2:5-7: 5 ...For she
said, ‘I will go after my lovers, who give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, my
oil and my drink.’ 6 Therefore I will hedge up her way with thorns, and I will build a wall against
her, so that she cannot find her paths. 7 She shall pursue her lovers but not overtake them, and
she shall seek them but shall not find them... Gomer ran from her husband looking for “true
love,” but pleasure without commitment never lasts. Israel did the same. They believed idols
could give them peace, but idols only led them into bondage. Paying foreign nations for
protection also failed. It was like raising a tiger as a pet — it grows, and one day it bites. Second,
God took away their prosperity. Continue to read verses 8 to 9: 8§ And she did not know that it
was [ who gave her the grain, the wine, and the oil, and who lavished on her silver and gold,
which they used for Baal. 9 Therefore I will take back my grain in its time, and my wine in its
season, and I will take away my wool and my flax, which were to cover her nakedness. Gomer’s
search for love ended in disappointment, pain and shame. Israel abandoned Jehovah for Baal, a
Canaanite storm god. But God would not let idols steal His glory. When He stops the rain, crops
fail, animals suffer and people run out of water. Idols cannot deliver what they promise. Israel’s
idols were false gods and foreign nations. Today, one of the biggest idols is money. Money itself
is God’s blessing, but the love of money is a sin. It leads to pride when we boast about our
house, car or handbag. It leads to greed when we always want more. It leads to jealousy when we
think others have a “better” life. Sometimes God uses reproving love to wake us up. When
people cannot stop chasing after money, their health may decline, family relationships may grow
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distant, they also lose sleep worrying about investments or hackers. God is using those red lights
to remind us to surrender our lives to Him. We should serve God and use money, not the other
way around. Put God above everything. Each morning thank Him for a new day. Determine to
live for His glory. Trust Him in uncertain situations. Find joy in Him in good and hard times.
Thank Him for every blessing. Be content with what you have, whether a lot or a little. Look for
ways to bless others with your money, possessions and time.

2. A Redeeming Love #[o][1y &

God’s love is a reproving love. Through discipline, He hopes to turn people back from sin. It
reveals His redeeming love. Even though God’s people disobeyed Him, He never gave up on
them. In 2:14-15, God shares His plan: 14 “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her
into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to her. 15 And there I will give her her vineyards and
make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth,
as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.” God rescued Israel from Egypt in the
past, prepared them in the wilderness, and brought them into the Promised Land. In the same
way, He would free Israel from idols and from their enemies. In the book of Joshua, the Valley of
Achor was where Achan sinned by keeping forbidden plunder. Yet God promised to turn that
place of judgment into a door of hope. He would reverse the curse and restore His blessing. To
show His redeeming love, God asked Hosea to do something shocking. Look at 3:1-3: 1 And the
Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is an adulteress,
even as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love cakes of
raisins.” 2 So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. 3 And
[ said to her, “You must dwell as mine for many days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to
another man; so will I also be to you.” God told Hosea to buy back his unfaithful wife and love
her again. This demonstrated what God would do for His rebellious people. God gave Hosea a
command, but He also worked in Gomer’s heart. See 2:7: ... ‘I will go and return to my first
husband, for it was better for me then than now.” She realized returning to Hosea was the wiser
choice. Israel came to the same understanding. Refer to 6:1: “Come, let us return to the Lord; for
he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.” God helped
both Gomer and Israel understand three truths: 1. Sin cannot give the lasting joy it promises. It
ends in emptiness and pain. 2. Suffering caused by sin is God’s discipline. 3. God’s forgiving
grace is always available. God shows us the same redeeming love today. The Holy Spirit
convicts believers and nudges them back to Him. Those who listen will turn around
completely—Tlike the prodigal son. The party house eventually becomes a pigpen once the
excitement fades. We wonder why we stay on the street when God is waiting for us to go home.
If you have walked away from God, He is calling you back. His grace is enough to cover any sin.
Do not delay. Admit your wrong, receive His forgiveness, turn away from sin, and return to Him.

3. ARelentless Love R B V&

God shows His reproving love when He disciplines us. He shows His redeeming love when He
welcomes us home. Thirdly, He pursues us with a relentless love. God displays that emotion in
11:8-9: 8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel? How can |
make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my
compassion grows warm and tender. 9 I will not execute my burning anger; I will not again



destroy Ephraim; for [ am God and not a man, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come
in wrath. Ephraim refers to the northern kingdom of Israel. Admah and Zeboiim were cities
destroyed along with Sodom and Gomorrah. God loved His people, yet hated their sin. Parents
understand this tension. When children rebel, love mixes with grief. Parents often take the first
step to repair the relationship even when the child refuses to say “sorry.” God does this perfectly.
He balances love for sinners and anger toward sin without error. His discipline is actually an
expression of love. The opposite of love is not hatred, but indifference. It is when people say: “I
don’t care.” In that sense, Israel still had hope because God was punishing them. That is why
Hosea urges them to confess in 14:1-4: 1 Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have
stumbled because of your iniquity. 2 Take with you words and return to the Lord; say to him,
“Take away all iniquity; accept what is good, and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips. 3
Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ to the
work of our hands. In you the orphan finds mercy.” 4 I will heal their apostasy; I will love them
freely, for my anger has turned from them. Israel had to recognize their wrong attitudes. Foreign
nations could not save them. Idols were useless dolls crafted by hands. People needed to see
themselves as helpless orphans in need of mercy. God was not looking for animal sacrifices, but
for “bulls of lips,” meaning words of confession together with a sincere commitment to return to
Him. Verse 4 shows God’s response to a remorseful heart: His anger turns away, He heals their
spiritual sickness, and He loves them again. God welcomes a sincere confession—not a ritual,
not a bigger offering, not an empty promise of “I’ll try harder next time.” What He wants is a
broken spirit and a humble prayer: “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” He loves us even when
we do not feel the need for His love. In His love, God never ignores sin. We will face the
consequences of our choices—heartache, broken relationships, financial loss, sickness, and
more. But His judgment is not abandonment. God continues to pursue us with relentless love and
patiently waits for us to turn back.

CONCLUSION &Ez6

God launched an all-out mission to reclaim His people. He wants to rescue every lost sheep. That
reminds me of an incredible rescue in Thailand in 2018. Twelve teenage soccer players and their
25-year-old assistant coach entered a cave to explore. Heavy rain soon followed, flooding the
passage behind them. Their exit was blocked, and they became trapped about 1.2 miles from the
entrance — roughly the distance from our church to the nearby movie theater. Experts from
around the world came to help. After nine days, two divers finally reached the boys. But the
danger was far from over. Continuous rain, zero visibility due to muddy water, and tight
passageways made the rescue extremely difficult. Several plans were proposed, but they were too
risky, too time-consuming, or simply impossible. Time was running out. More rain was coming,
and the oxygen level inside the cave was dropping. Finally, the team made a bold decision: they
would sedate each boy and have a diver carry him out. The plan worked, though it took about
three hours to bring out just one person. After 15 long days, all thirteen were rescued. In total,
about 10,000 people helped in some way. Most of them did not know the boys. None of them
was paid. They offered their time and risked their lives because every person was worth saving.
Our Heavenly Father paid an even greater price. He gave us His Son. Jesus died on the cross for
your sins. He offers forgiving grace. He is calling you home. Would you accept Him?
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