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5] INTRODUCTION

This 1s a well-known passage of the book. Churches read it at weddings, and many songs
are written from it. But in the Bible, love is far more than romance. It includes our
devotion to God and our commitment to one another—in friendships, in families and in
the church. Love is natural and evident when a relationship is healthy. Some of you know
the New Testament uses several Greek words for love. Here, Paul uses “agape,” a word
that means selfless and unconditional love. It is choosing to treat others well even when
you gain nothing in return. Paul puts this chapter right between two sections on spiritual
gifts for a reason. One of the major problems in Corinth was pride. Believers bragged
about their gifts and what they could do. Paul challenged them implicitly to think if there
was love when they used their gifts. That question changes everything. The issue
becomes the difference between showing off yourself and showing love to others. It is no
longer, “Look what I’ve done!” but “How can I serve you?” Think of it this way:
fireworks and bridges both display power. Fireworks are loud and impressive, but they
disappear in seconds. Bridges are strong and steady; they carry people day after day.
Once in a while, God may raise up heroes in His kingdom. But the church needs far more
ordinary believers who quietly build others up in love. As such, love must be more than a
feeling; it must come with actions. We must show love in how we speak, how we serve
and how we treat one another.

fiZzfE EXPLANATION
1. EfJELZ Exclusion of Love (v. 1-3)

Paul begins with the negative side of the argument: exclusion of love amounts to little.
Let us read verses 1 to 3. Paul gives four situations using the same sentence structure: If [
can do X but have no love, then the result is nothing. Case #1: Paul can speak every kind
of tongue, even the language of angels. But without love, it is just like hitting a gong or
clanging a cymbal. There is noise, but no music. Case #2: Paul has all wisdom and
knowledge. Picture a scholar who writes books and gives long lectures. But without love,
his teaching becomes cold facts. Knowledge can inform people, but it may not inspire
them. Case #3: Paul has enough faith to move mountains. But without love, miracles may
catch people’s eyes, yet they cannot change their hearts. Case #4: Paul gives everything
he has to the poor. He even sacrifices his life. History has heroes and martyrs like this.
But without love, even great sacrifices become nothing more than legendary stories. In all
four cases, people have impressive abilities but the wrong attitude. A good example in the
Bible is the Pharisees. They knew the Bible from cover to cover. They taught it, but they



did not live it. They did not even believe what they preached. Jesus called them
hypocrites—a Greek word that refers to an actor. In Greek drama, one actor might play
several roles by switching masks. The audience can tell when he is playing a sad person
in one scene and playing a bad guy in the next scene. The Pharisees acted the same way.
They put on a show to impress people. They behaved “holy” only when someone was
watching. They enjoyed respect and admiration, but they had no love for God or others.
Without love, we will become like Pharisees. Why we do certain things is just as
important as what we do and how we do it. Love must be the reason behind our service.
Otherwise, we simply go through the motions with little emotion. To check our motives,
we can use a few simple tests: 1. The Eye Test. Do you serve only when someone is
watching? Do you prefer visible roles but avoid serving behind the scene? Are you doing
good works for people to see or for God to remember? 2. The Ear Test. Do you crave
praise and feel upset when no one applauds? Are you trying to please people or seeking
God’s approval? 3. The Heart Test. Do you grumble over small things while serving? Do
you get frustrated when others do not follow your plans? Or do you still have joy even
when the burden is heavy, expectations are unreasonable and deadlines are near? When
love is present, we put God and others above ourselves. Pastor Billy Graham once said
that becoming a Christian will reverse our priorities. In the past, we put ourselves first,
others second and rarely think of God. After we follow Jesus, God should come first,
others next and ourselves last. This order goes against human nature. No one needs to
teach us how to love ourselves—we eat well, dress well, and pamper ourselves with
fancy goods. That is why we need the Holy Spirit to rewire our hearts and remind us to
love God and others. When we submit to the Holy Spirit, love becomes natural. You start
caring about people’s feelings and needs, just as you hope they care about yours. You
thank waiters and store clerks sincerely. You hold the door for strangers. You pour a cup
of water for a child. You do many big and small things—not to win a trophy, but out of
love. You love others because you are loved by God.

2. EHWNZEIHE Expressions of Love (v. 4-7)

After talking about the exclusion of love, Paul goes on and shares some expressions of
love. Most Christians know verses 4—7 well. Paul lists 15 expressions of love—some
positive, some negative. In Greek, all 15 are verbs, affirming once again that love must
come with actions. We can group these expressions into four categories. First, love must
be helpful. (1) Love is patient. Love bears with people—even difficult ones—and absorbs
offense without striking back. (2) Love is kind. Love seeks opportunities to bless others.
(3) Love is not rude. Love treats people with respect, not shame. Second, love stays
humble. (4) Love does not envy. Love is not jealous others’ success. (5) Love does not
boast. Love does not intentionally draw attention to itself. (6) Love is not arrogant. Love
does not inflate the ego or feel superior. (7) It does not insist on its own way. Love does
not put one’s personal interest first. (8) Love is not irritable. Love is not quick-tempered
but practices self-control. In the third category, love shows honor. (9) Love is not
resentful. Love does not keep a record of wrongs. (10) It is because love does not rejoice
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at wrongdoing. Love does not delight in sin or failure. (11) Instead, love rejoices with the
truth. Love celebrates what is true and righteous. In the last category, love remains
hopeful. (12) Love bears all things. Love protects others instead of exposing their
weaknesses. (13) Love believes all things. Love chooses trust rather than assuming the
worst. (14) Love hopes all things. Love expects God’s good purposes even in bad
situations. (15) Love endures all things. Love stays persistent under pressure. These 15
qualities stand in sharp contrast to the Corinthian church. Their main problem was pride,
which led to self-centeredness. They judged others from their own viewpoint. Wealthy
members looked down on the poor. They ignored people’s needs. They followed their
favorite teachers. They sued each other. They tolerated serious sin. They ate meat
sacrificed to 1dols, and caused believers who had a “weaker faith” to stumble. Some who
spoke in tongues felt superior. They had a long way to grow in love. How do we avoid
their mistakes? We can follow the four H’s we just mentioned. First, be helpful to others.
Pay attention to people’s needs and ready to offer practical help. Encouraged those who
have a heavy heart. Second, stay humble. Listen more and speak less. Do not rush to
conclusions or give quick advice. Third, give others honor. Praise people for a job well
done, even small things. Highlight good qualities—faithfulness, kindness, wisdom.
Fourth, be hopeful. Encourage people by saying, “I believe in you,” especially when they
make mistakes. Trust their good intentions even when you disagree. Ultimately, trust that
God i1s in control and will reveal His plans in time. The truth is, a church is made up of
people with different backgrounds, personalities, gifts and talents. We cannot serve
together without love. Where love is present, grace, peace and joy will follow.

3. EHYJZE{H Extension of Love (v. 8-13)

Paul cautions us about the exclusion of love. He also shows us some expressions of love.
He ends the chapter by telling us the extension of love. Let us look at verses 8—13. Paul
uses three illustrations to contrast what is temporary and partial with what is permanent
and complete. First, spiritual gifts. Paul mentions prophecy, tongues and knowledge.
These gifts are useful now, but one day they will end. Second, a child growing up. As a
child matures, childish thinking, behavior and speech fade away. Third, a mirror. In
Paul’s day, mirrors were polished metal, giving a blurry reflection. Even today, FaceTime
1s not the same as seeing someone face to face. What is Paul getting at? The clue is in
verse 10: But when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When Christians enter
heaven, the incomplete will give way to the complete. Believers will receive a new,
eternal body. More importantly, we will see God face to face. There will be no need for
Bible study, because our knowledge of God will be full and direct. Many things we value
now will become unnecessary in heaven, but love will keep growing. Verse 8 says, Love
never ends... We will never stop loving God or loving one another. That is why verse 13
says: So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
Faith will no longer be needed, because we will see God directly. Instead of praying to a
God we cannot see by faith, we will talk to Him standing in front of us. Hope will no
longer be needed either, because everything we hoped for—being with God forever—will
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be fulfilled. But love will extend. Since everything in this world will eventually
disappear, we should live now with a heavenly perspective. Do not be so caught up by the
things of the moment. The next iPhone, the latest trend, the newest show—all will pass.
Do not try to build your heaven on earth. Rather, focus on what will last forever. Ask
yourself: Are you growing in love toward your brothers and sisters? You will spend
eternity with them. If you cannot stand someone in church now, how will you spend
forever with them in heaven? Settle conflicts quickly. Do not wait for the other person to
apologize—it may never happen. Instead, ask God for more love and take the first step
toward reconciliation. Let God’s sweetness wash away bitterness. We must grow in love
for fellow believers. We must also grow in love for God. If you do not love God now,
how will you enjoy His presence forever? It would be like an unhappy marriage that
never ends. Is that the heaven you want? Therefore, we must practice loving God now.
Think of it in human terms: loving God is like loving your spouse, family and close
friends. Dr. Gary Chapman’s “Five Love Languages” can help us practicing loving God.
(1) Words of affirmation — Praise God with your lips. Tell Him He is wonderful, mighty,
patient and gentle. (2) Quality time — Set aside quiet time each day to read the Bible and
pray. Do not just go down your shopping list. Thank Him for His care and confess sins
the Holy Spirit reveals. (3) Gifts — Offer your money, or offer your songs of praise. (4)
Acts of service — Serve God by serving people with your time, talents and resources. (5)
Physical touch — We cannot physically touch God, but we can interact with Him in our
spirit and express our love to Him. When we let love flow, love will grow.

4% :m CONCLUSION

Love must be more than a feeling; it must come with actions. Our love is limited, but
Jesus shows us what unconditional love truly looks like. He gave Himself on the cross
while we were still lost in sin. His death is more than an inspiring example—His
forgiveness changes us from the inside out. We can love like Jesus only when we receive
a new life from Him. Then we will be willing to pay the price, to give even when we are
not welcomed, and to serve even when it costs us. What matters most is that people see
Jesus through us. The song “Only Jesus” by Casting Crowns captures this beautifully.
Part of the lyrics say: “All the kingdoms built, all the trophies won will crumble into dust
when it’s said and done. ’Cause all that really matters: Did I live the truth to the ones I
love? Was my life the proof that there is only One whose name will last forever? And I
don’t want to leave a legacy. I don’t care if they remember me — only Jesus. And I’ve
only got one life to live. I’ll let every second point to Him — only Jesus.” When the Lord
saves us, He does not call us to ordinary things, but to extraordinary things empowered
by His Spirit. In the end, only one thing will matter—did people see Jesus in the way we
lived and loved? Everything else will vanish, but love done in His name will carry on into
eternity.
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